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THE OFFICE PROBLEM IN LONDON 


i ie policy of decentralisation advocated by the Barlow Commission in 1940 

was adopted by the Government after the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning had been established in 1943; but, in accordance with its terms of 
reference, the Commission confined its studies to the distribution of the 
industrial population. Consequently it was not surprising that the County of 
London Plan, 1943, confined its proposals on decentralisation to industry and 
its employees. 

Happily, the LCC, spurred on by Mr. Duncan Sandys when, as Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, he dealt with its development Plan, has now 
turned its attention to the pressing problem of offices and office workers. The 
magnitude of the problem is indicated by the fact mentioned in the Report of 
the Ministry for the year 1956: ‘About half a million people who work in 
Central London live in the suburbs.’ Some of those people travel to and from 
their offices by car, but the vast majority by public transport under inhuman 
conditions of overcrowding. 

‘It is obvious that the capital city of this country and of the Commonwealth, 
and a world centre of finance and business, must provide space for the adequate 
performance of these functions. It is also the seat of the Court, and in it are to 
be found the headquarters of professional and trade organisations and of culture 
and amusement . . . and, in addition, it attracts great numbers of visitors 
and tourists from all parts of the world. On the other hand while the head- 
quarters of finance and business must be situated in the centre, a great deal of 
routine work could, with advantage to all, be carried out near the homes of the 
clerical staffs, thereby relieving them of the cost and fatigue of daily travel and 
at the same time ease the congestion of traffic which, in the words of a former 
Minister of Transport, ‘‘ may soon bring road traffic to a standstill.””” 

The Ministry of Housing and Local Government claims in its Report for 
1956, that successive Governments have themselves made a contribution to 
easing congestion by the decentralisation of civil servants: ‘The net effect has 
been to employ elsewhere about 38,000 (over 30 per cent. of all headquarters 
staffs) who would otherwise have been adding to the congestion of Central 
London.’ It is also encouraging to find that private enterprise is already 
offering to provide office accommodation in suburbs 14 miles distant from 
London termini. Also new towns and expanded towns have their parts 
to play. 

At the instance of Mr. Sandys, the LCC made a survey which revealed that 
‘London has a higher proportion of its labour force in offices than the rest of 
the country, and its share of all office workers has been growing.’ It also 
showed that, between mid-1948 and December 31, 1955, ‘nearly 184 million 
sq. ft. of office space had been or was being built, and that a further 174 million 
sq. ft. had been approved but not yet erected, and that one-fifth to one-quarter 
over the present office population would result.’ This space, together with 
permissions granted to change existing buildings to office use, provides 
accommodation for over 180,000 additional office workers. 

The method adopted by the LCC to deal with this situation is to revise the 
plot ratios (i.e., the gross floor area of the building divided by the area of the site) 
at present in force, and at the same time encourage some residential develop- 
ment. The revision does not affect those parts of the City which were formerly 
zoned at ratios of 54: 1 or 5: 1, nor the frontages to Regent-street, Piccadilly 
Circus, Trafalgar-square, Leicester-square, Haymarket, Strand, St. Giles-circus, 
Upper Regent-street, Kingsway, parts of High Holborn and New Oxford-street 
and parts of the South Bank. But elsewhere in the West End (which at present 
is mainly zoned 5: 1) the plot ratios will be 34: | with, in suitable cases, an 
additional plot ratio of 14:1 for residential purposes. The proposed zoning 
is shown in more detail on Plan PR7 reproduced on p. 145. Also a higher 
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plot ratio will be allowed for ‘ buildings which tend to reduce congestion, 


such as multi-storey garages.” 


The LCC states: ‘It is not our intention that the rights of property owners 
under the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, should be affected by our 
proposals, or that planning permissions shall be revoked, and any current 
negotiations based on the existing practice will be continued on that basis.’ 
This intention is doubtless based upon a desire to avoid the payment of com- 
pensation by revoking consents already given, coupled with a sense of fair play. 
However, the consequent probability is that Central London, already hopelessly 
congested, must have an addition of say at least 200,000 to its present number 


of office workers, but the situation will then become static. 


It clearly must 


not be allowed to get still worse if those who have business in the centre and 
the many visitors and tourists who are attracted to London are to be able to 


move about safely and with a measure of comfort. 


Moreover, to attain this 


will involve big road improvements in addition to the proposed plot ratios. 


Notes of the Week 
Surveyors in Conference 
HE conference held in Nottingham 
last week by the Royal Institution of 
Ghartered Surveyors—the first of its kind 
held by the Institution—was a most 
successful affair. Over 200 members, 
many of them with their wives, were 
present throughout the four days to hear 
an interesting selection of papers, take 
part in discussion groups and relax in a 
series of social events. 

A conference of a learned body com- 
prising seven or eight differing surveying 
interests cannot be an easy thing to plan. 
Each group requires opportunity to dis- 
cuss its own affairs, yet unity must be 
achieved if the conference is not to sub- 
divide into groups which come hardly 
at all into eontact. That the proper end 
was achieved was largely due to two main 
factors— the accommodation of the great 
majority of members in various halls of 
residence at the University (where the 
buildings and modus vivendi played their 
intended part in developing a corporate 
life), and the unostentatious and unremit- 


ting attention of members of council and 
staff, led by the President and Mrs. 
Balch and Sir Alexander Killick, to seeing 
that guests’ needs were supplied. The 
result was that while it was hardly 
possible for any member to follow all the 
activities, the Conference steadily gained 
in cohesion and in value as an exchange 
both of professional information and of 
social relationship. 
w w 4 

AMONG MANY HIGHLIGHTS, two especi- 
ally stand out—the address by Mr. 
Brackett on ‘The Place of the Land 
Owner and Developer in the Nation’s 
Economy’ and the Bishop of Southwell’s 
response for the guests at the Conference 
dinner. Both deservedly received 
ovations for contributions in which 
quality of mind was instinct; they alone 
would have made any _ conference. 
Another valuable contribution was made 
by the discussion groups. At the next 
conference (which may be held in Exeter 
next year) more time will perhaps be 
allowed for discussion and the airing of 
individual theories. According to reports, 
all seven groups had an excellent time; 
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and it was certainly true of the Aiscussigy 
on Technical Progress in Buildings |, 
by Mr. Ackland. Having got ove, , 
natural disappointment at being {, 
bidden to carve their names on the des; 
(the group met in a classroom) Member 
got well down to discussion. Listenin 
to the evident knowledge and interest j, 
the subject, it was difficult not to fee 
that quantity surveyors should be enable 
to take a greater practical part in th: 
assessment of new materials and plo. 
cesses. Costing by all means, but cox. 
ing of what? 

Gatwick Airport 

RAPID PROGRESS is being made 9, 
Gatwick Airport, as was seen on a yg; 
on Monday to the terminal building, th: 
control tower and the airfield. 

The scheme has involved some majo 
engineering works; these include _ the 
diversion of the A23 London-Brightoy 
road which now passes under the terming 
building and runs parallel to the railway 
and from which access at high level 
given to the terminal building by a series 
of ramps. An illustration of a model on 
this page shows the extent of the termina 
and also the ‘ finger” piers, new to Great 
Britain, by which passengers gain acces 
to the aircraft. For the present there wil 
be only one runway, 7,000 ft. long and 
150 ft. wide, whose concrete surfaces are 
specially darkened to show up markings. 
The terminal will be clad in glass and 
steel and, according to the Parliamentary 
Secretary (Joint) to the Ministry of Trans- 
port and Civil Aviation, Mr. Airey Neave, 
who was present, ‘the surroundings will 
be landscaped to build it into the country,’ 
Consulting civil engineers are Messrs. 
F. S. Snow and Partners and the architect 
Mr. F. R. S. Yorke (Yorke, Rosenberg and 
Mardall). Enough of the work was 
visible on Monday to make it certain 
that this is an airport of which we in 
this country will be justly proud. 





GATWICK AIRPORT.—This alternative to London Airport is making such progress that it is expected to be inuse by Whitsun 


n2xt. 


diverted A.23 road from London to Brighton runs below the building, to which access is by ramped roadways. 


The photograph is of a model of the main building, the first in the world to be a road, rail and air terminal. 


The 
(See Note.) 
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LCC Proposals for Re-zoning Central London for Mixed Development 
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REVISED PLOT RATIO ZONING CENTRAL AREA 
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Suggested plot ratio re-zoning for the central area 


THE LoNDoN County CouNciL (as reported in our last issue) has announced its intention of 
encouraging ‘mixed development’ in Central London. The plan is discussed in a leading article 
this week. Meanwhile, we revroduce the Council’s suggestion for the revised plot ratio zoning 
for the central area, and also two photographs of models shown at County Hall to illustrate 
the Council’s intentions. To the left is a proposal for Mayfair, showing underground parking, 
ground-floor shops and flats at rear. That to the right is a hypothetical scheme for the St. 
James’s area showing a hotel block in the centre rear and office block at left, with the podium 
building of underground car park, ground-floor shops and restaurant and offices on first floor. 
There is a roof garden. 
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Mayfair proposal Scheme for St. James’s 
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ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL, } pean ane 


A‘ the public inquiry which was hej; 

at Guildhall last week into the reyige; 
plan, prepared by Sir William Holfor 
for the area around St. Paul’s, the Dean ap; 
Chapter revealed for the first time thei; 
alternative plan for the western for. 
court, prepared by Lord Mottistone 
Surveyor of the Fabric, and their objectioy 
to the proposed 22-storey office block 
the north-west of the Cathedral. It wa 
made clear that the Dean and Chapte 
agreed with the basic conception of jr 
William’s plan and only desired certaiy 
modifications. 

The alternative scheme shows a for. 
court differing in several respects from §; 
William’s. It is funnel-shaped, opening: 
out towards the Cathedral, with ne 
blocks of buildings on the north, wes 
and south sides, the Deanery and jt 
gardens being made an_ intermediat 
feature of the south side. These new blocks. 
marked A, J and H on the accompanying 
plan, replace those similarly numbered on 
Sir William’s plan, published in our issue 
for April 13, 1956. 


Lord Mottistone’s scheme, though not 
perhaps ideal, provides in our opinion, ar 
enclosure better suited than Sir William’ 
to the symmetrical character of St. Paul's, 
a practical advantage being the provision 
of space for vehicular access around 4 
re-sited Queen Anne’s statue. The exten- — &£ 
sion of Carter-lane westwards into Ludgate- et ff 
View of proposed layout of precinct from the west hill enables the Deanery to be neatly Fi 
incorporated with the forecourt. In Sir ey 
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oo. i a an isolated feature at the 
awkwardly as an is - 
south-west corner, exposed on two sides 
to the noise of traffic. vee 
It seems to us to be a pees 
y (as ‘ Williams, met 
to say (as Mr. Harold C om 
inqui ‘ d Mottistone’s 
at the inquiry) that if Lor Sat 
Suggestions are accepted the hoi es 
must be scrapped. It is also rat con _ 
genuous to claim that the ary 
Storey office block makes a Boer 
foil to the Cathedral ; it would c 


compete with and spoil the view Nahai 
Cathedral from various angles. The wip ww 
purpose of this skyscraper is to sages ne 
of the floor space that must inevi pond 
be lost in any worthy layout of the pre 
cincts of St. Paul’s. i 
; Lord Mottistone’s proposals aie - 
dignified solution of a difficult pro ~ 
The elevational treatment of the propose 
new blocks is presumably tentative. 
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PRODUCTIVITY AND PRICES 
‘The Builder’ Quarterly Analysis of Trends 


TaBLE A—OUTPUT OF THE BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING INDUSTRY IN 
GREAT BRITAIN (excluding direct work of Public Authorities) 








Values at 1955 average prices 


| 


Indices, 1955 (averages) 


























Actual ||. | 100 (constant prices) 
value of |/— —--- ——--- as oi —— — - ———- 
| gross | Gross Net Input of || Materials Net 
| output | output output materials | Gross input per | output per 
| 1] ] output man- man- 
| £mn. || £mn. £mn. £mn. | month month 
TABLE 1—New housing work 
1955 I 125 130 61 69 95 92 99 
II 138 137 61 76 100 99 98 
III 144 142 63 79 103 103 101 
IV 142 140 62 78 102 105 102 
1956 I 130 127 59 68 93 96 101 
II 147 140 61 79 102 108 103 
III 147 139 61 78 102 109 105 
IV 144 139 61 78 101 112 107 
1957 I 140 135 61 74 99 110 111 
Table 2—New non-housing work 
1955 I 131 136 67 69 88 89 98 
i 151 149 70 79 96 97 98 
III 167 164 76 88 105 104 101 
IV 172 172 79 93 110 107 103 
19561 167 163 78 85 105 99 102 
II 199 191 88 103 123 112 108 
Ill 200 190 90 100 123 106 107 
IV 201 192 90 102 124 108 108 
1957 | 197 186 90 96 120 104 109 
TABLE 3—Repair and maintenance work 
1955 I 84 88 62 26 96 96 99 
II 94 93 64 29 101 101 100 
Ill 95 93 65 28 101 96 100 
IV 94 93 64 29 102 105 101 
1956 I 94 91 61 30 100 113 102 
II 100 92 64 28 101 101 100 
II} 103 94 65 29 102 103 100 
IV 102 95 64 31 104 115 102 
1957 1 99 91 62 29 99 106 101 
TABLE 4—A// building and civil engineering work 
1955 1 340 354 190 164 92 92 99 
II 383 379 195 184 99 98 99 
Ill 406 399 204 195 104 103 100 
IV 408 405 205 200 105 107 102 
19561 391 381 198 183 100 101 102 
II 446 423 213 210 110 110 104 
Ill 450 423 216 207 110 107 105 
IV 447 426 215 211 111 111 106 
1957 I 436 412 213 199 107 107 107 
TaBLE B—PRICE COMPARISONS 
Index numbers (1955 First Quarter = 100) of the prices of: 
Output price indices 
Manu- 

All Materials Building New factures, 
building for labour All Hous- non- ‘wholesale’ Retail 
materials housing perman- _ build- ing housing price prices 

hour ing work work index 
1952 99 97 88 98 100 98 100 93 
1953 97 96 93 97 97 97 98 96 
1954 97 97 97 97 97 98 98 98 
1955 I 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
II 101 101 104 103 103 103 101 101 
Il 103 103 106 104 104 104 102 103 
IV 104 104 106 105 105 105 103 105 
1956 I 105 105 107 105 105 105 105 106 
If 105 105 113 108 107 106 106 108 
Ill 106 106 115 109 107 107 107 107 
IV 107 106 115 110 107 108 107 108 
1957 I 109 109 116 111 109 110 108 110 
II 108 109 118 112 110 111 109 110 





In both tables figures in bold type have been changed or added since last quarter. 
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Specially prepared for + Thy 
Builder’ from statistics kindly Sup- 
plied by the Ministry of Works 
(Statistical branch) by  Projesso, 
C. F. Carter, Professor of Appliei 
Economics, the Queen's t ‘niversity, 
Beljast, and a former member of the 
Girdwood Committee on the Cost oj 
Housing. 


HE winter fall in the output of the 
building industry was, with the mil 
weather, unusually small, so that the 
volume of output in the first quarter of 
1957 was less than 3 per cent. below that in 
the summer of 1956. The output of the 
three main types of work behaved sinji- 
larly, with perhaps a trifle more buoyancy 
in new non-housing work ; but the big rise 
in this category is past, and it would be 
difficult to reach from the value-of-output 
figures any definite conclusions about the 
trends of building activity. Housing com. 
pletions are still running considerably 
above new houses started, so that the 
number of houses under construction js 
lower than for a long time; but the number 
started in the first quarter was higher than 
a year before, so that the extent of the 
downward trend will not be clear until 
later figures are available. For what it is 
worth (which is not very much) the area of 
industrial building approved in the first 
quarter of 1957 was much below recent 
quarters, but this may mean no more than 
the chance absence of any very large 
schemes. There is no certain evidence 
that, in factory building, completions are 
yet exceeding new work started; and it is 
worth remembering that this turning point 
was reached in housing work as far back 
as 1954. 

The London and Cambridge Economic 
Service publishes an index of capital 
expenditure by manufacturing industry on 
building work, expressed in terms of con- 
stant prices and roughly seasonally ad- 
justed. This confirms the impression that 
the volume of this work was still rising 
slowly up to the end of last year to a level 
over 80 per cent. higher than in 1954. 
Following is the index of manufacturing 
capital expenditure on building work as 
published by the Service: 


1954 100 
1955 I 125 
II 136 
III 154 
IV 161 
1956 I 169 
II 176 
Ill 175 
IV 183 


Net output per man-month is believed 
to be still rising in the various types of new 
work; over 1955 and 1956 the rise in out: 
put has been sustained by _ increased 
numbers of operatives as well as by 10 
creased productivity, but the number 0! 
operatives recorded for April, 1957, was 
slightly below the number a_ year Pit 
viously. It is uncertain if this has any 
statistical significance. 

In The Builder of May 24 last, appeared 
the latest version of the chart of building 
costs prepared by Mr. H. J. Venning. The 
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figures has been discussed pre- 
these articles. It is worth 


INDEX OF GROSS OUTPUT AT CONSTANT PRICES 








recent relationship. 


base, by producing a wide separation of 
the curves, makes it difficult to follow their 
In fact the Venning 
chart implies a considerable increase in 
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productivity since 1954; thus since early 
that year wages are shown as increasing 
by a quarter, and materials prices by 
15 per cent., but building costs have in- 
creased by only 14 per cent. This last 
figure agrees with the estimate shown in 
Table B for new non-housing work. 

The price estimates for the first quarter 
of 1957, published three months ago, 
proved to be a little on the low side. For 
the second quarter Table B shows a fall in 
the price of building materials. There 
also appears to have been a fairly sharp 
fall in May in the index for housebuilding 
materials, though it was not sufficient 
to affect quarterly index rounded off to 
the nearest | per cent. The heavy falls 
in non-ferrous metals are no doubt 
bringing some relief. To the wage increase 
of Id. per hour, about 2 per cent., granted 
from February 4, there was added a 
further 13d. or 3 per cent. from May 27— 
thus conforming to the curious pattern 
that all industries, whether they show 
rising productivity or not, should this year 
grant about 5 per cent. in extra wages. 
The effect should be to raise the building 
labour index to 120 in the third quarter 
of 1957, and thus to bring the output 
price indices into the range 111-113. 
Retail prices have still to show the effect 
of the latest wage increases, and there has 
been only a small rise, mostly due to the 
seasonal change in food prices. Building 
materials prices are keeping to the general 
trend of prices of manufactures, and the 
greater rise in the indices of building out- 
put is traceable to the large wage imcrease 
in 1956. 


CRICKET 
RIBA v. Blue Circle 


TIYHE Blue Circle Cricket Club batted 

first in their match against the RIBA 
Cricket Club played at Bromley on July 
10, and made 186 for 5 declared, largely 
due to some excellent batting by Golton 
and Lowen. 

Although heavy rain at the tea interval 
slowed down the outfield, the RIBA only 
just failed to get the runs in rather less than 
two hours. 

BLUE CIRCLE 
A. C. Clark st Ward b Robinson 2 
H. W. Wood Ibw Norton ; 


H. G. Paddison c Marlow b Robinson 
T. Patterson c Banfield b Morris ad 21 
A. Golton b Robinson .. ee 49 
A. Lowen not out ; “ S 65 
G. Barnes not out aes a a 29 
Colpoys ) 
Nelson ; P 
lees. ' did not bat 
Brindley 
Extras 11 
For 5 wickets 186 
Bowling: Robinson 3:63; Norton 1:35; 
Morris 1:43; Batty 0:19; Sharma 0:15. 
RIBA 
A. E. J. Morris b Jeffreys a, F 32 
a é. Batty Ibw Nelson .. x) ae 3 
A. Marlow lbw Jeffreys a 29 
C. G. Banfield c Clark b Brindley ma 40 
S. Sharma not out ; ; 39 
J. Kwan c Jeffreys b Brindley fe 4 
D. L. Robinson b Jeffreys oy 1 
c. A. R. Norton not out 
E. D. Ward es 
J. Kennedy Hawkes ; did not bat 
M. E. Pache ] : 
Extras 9 
For 6 wickets 164 


Colpoys 0: ut Nelson 1:20: 


Brindley 2:57 


Bowling: 
Jeffreys 3:61: 
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THE INTERBAU 
EXHIBITION, BERLIN 


From a Special Correspondent 


‘ROM now until September of this 
year Berlin is showing one of the 
most impressive architecture and building 
exhibitions of this century: the recon- 
struction of a war-destroyed inner urban 
district. At first, financial and adminis- 
trative difficulties were formidable; it 
took four years to turn a far-sighted 
idea into reality and even now only one 
third of all buildings is complete— 
another third is in course of being 
erected, and the last third will be ready 
next year. Sixty-six German and promi- 
nent foreign architects and ten landscape 
designers had the chance of their life- 
time. The completed neighbourhood 
will have 1,200 dwellings grouped in 
every conceivable type of building: 16- 
and 17-storey point blocks, eight- and 
nine-storey slab blocks, three- and four- 
storey blocks of flats and maisonettes. 
There will be two churches, a new under- 
ground station linked by a covered way 
with a public library, a cinema, a restau- 
rant, groups of shops, a primary school 
and a kindergarten. 


At the south-western end of the neigh- 
bourhood lies the first completed 17- 
storey point block by Miiller-Rehm and 
Siegmann. All loadbearing cross walls 
are of reinforced concrete uniformly 8 in. 
thick. A Swedish method of construc- 
tion has been used. External and inter- 
nal non-loadbearing walls consist of pre- 
fabricated storey-high concrete panels 
with conduits and pipes inserted and in- 
sulated with layers of soundproof 
material. Rendering and plastering are 
unnecessary because of the smooth 
finishes of all walls. There is only one 
staircase which links two short access 
balconies; this arrangement, which elimi- 
nates the usual fire escape stairs, has been 
used in several blocks with the approval 
of the Berlin building authorities. Most 
dwellings in this block are one-room flats 
with an average floor area of 350 sq. ft. 
Some are equipped with kitchenettes, 
others with closets enclosing cookers and 
sinks. Another point block nearing com- 
pletion has been designed by the French- 
men Lopez and Beaudouin. There are 
six dwellings on each floor; the four 
corner flats are served by a _ second 
entrance. This facilitates most success- 
fully the variable layout of flats which 








A block 






are otherwise of identical floor area. All The b 
the metal windows of this block are stan- 

dardised and the spaces below cill level 

are covered with stove-enamelled metal The Berlin Congress Hall and (below) a cross-section through the hall. 

panels. Prof. Hugh A. Stubbins (USA), architect 


The German architect Schwippert is 
responsible for another point block which 
is now nearing its top storey. Here the —= 
Swedish method of construction with site- 
cast wall panels is being used again. The 
dwellings are either flats or maisonettes 
with recessed balconies as large as a 
double bedroom. Little may be said 
about the slightly concave nine-storey =—— 
slab block by Gropius and Ebert. It has —— 
the usual frame construction and the 


(Continued on page 168) 
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Flats at the International 


Building Exhibition, Berlin 





Staircases and balconies of flats by Jaennicke & Samuelson 


The block of flats by Gropius & Ebert 








, — — 


The block of flats by Pierre Vago The internal courtyard of the public library. Swedish flats at rear 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Planning Applications: A Perennial 
Cause of Delay 
To the Editor of The Builder 

,IR,—I would like to draw your 

attention to a peculiar situation that 
arises at this time of the year with regard 
to many local councils’ dealings in con- 
nection with the Town and Country 
Planning Acts. 

As you are aware, by law councils are 
required to give decisions on town plan- 
ning applications within two months of 
the date of the application, unless the 
date is extended by mutual consent. Many 
local councils have a full meeting or 
planning committee meeting in July, and 
by virtue of their standing orders go into 
recess during August, the next meeting 
being two months later in September. 

You will appreciate, therefore, that an 
application submitted a few days before 
the July meeting cannot be dealt with 
within the statutory period by the council. 

Cannot something be done to rectify 
this matter? 

H. Owen Luper [ARIBA]. 

79, Regency-street, Westminster, SW1. 


Firm Price Tendering 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—In considering this, the first 

question that springs to one’s mind 
is: ‘If the Ministry had the slightest 
idea that wages, the price of materials, 
and general overheads were likely to drop, 
would it still want the variation clause 
in contracts discontinued? ’ 

Unless the building trade is anxious to 
commit financial suicide, it will either 
insist on the retention of the variation 
clause, or add a very high percentage in 
a fixed price contract, so that tendering 
will become a bigger gamble than usual, 
both from the building owner’s and the 
builder’s point of view. 

The recent additions announced for 
postage and telephone costs, to quote two 
items only, are sufficient evidence of prob- 
able general advances in costs. The 
Ministry's optimistic idea of an overall 
advance of 2 per cent. for the next two 
years, pales into insignificance com- 
pared with these. 

A. OsMAN [MIOB]. 

Oxshott, Surrey. 


Elemental Bills Again 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—Before you add to the elemental 

bill question the words ‘ This corre- 
spondence must now cease’ I would like 
to answer Mr. John Evers’ le‘ter (your 
issue of July 19). 

The point I tried to make at the RICS 
meeting was that the prices of the ele- 
ments in several similar buildings varied 
considerably but the overall prices of the 
whole jobs were very close and both were 
based on ‘ per foot super of floor space.’ 
I wished to draw attention to the danger 
of using prices of elements from one job 
in building up the possible cost of a simi- 
Jar job. J agree with Mr. Evers that a 
price per foot super of floor space can 
be very misleading for items measured 


on a vertical plane where the ratio to 
floor area is a very important factor. 

Finally, | do not remember nor do I 
think I am reported as saying that ‘a 
building was seldom built in elemental 
order... °. If Mr. Evers will refer 
to the full report of this RICS meeting he 
will find that this was said by someone 
else, but not by me. 


Eric H. WiLson [FRICS]. 
8, Storey’s Gate, Westminster, SW1. 


The Gravel Problem 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—The reply of Mr. H. E. Peirce, 

the chairman of the Sand and Gravel 
Association of Great Britain, to my letter 
published in The Builder on April 12, 
and my subsequent article on this subject 
(The Builder, June 21), has just been 
brought to my notice. Mr. Peirce has 
been misled if he imagines I was express- 
ing a ‘very personal point of view,’ and 
do not appreciate the demand for sand 
and gravel by builders throughout the 
country. As I have been chairman of a 
firm of building contractors in Yorkshire; 
was a founder member of the Building 
Industries National Council; and have 
received part of my personal income for 
many years as a shareholder of a gravel 
company now operating in nine counties, 
I fully appreciate the national importance 
of gravel. 

My surprise at the actions of the 
Twickenham Gravel Company in. this 
area has been largely based on their pre- 
cipitate action in demolishing Chandlers 
Farm, a house scheduled for its archi- 
tectural interest. Mr. Peirce is evidently 
unaware that over £2,000 was spent on 
this farmhouse in 1950 and 1951. It was 
then approved by Mr. Mitchell, the local 
officer responsible, as being suitable for 
human habitation. In fact two families 
lived with three children in that house 
up to last year. | know of at least two 
potential purchasers, who would have 
regarded it as a sound business proposi- 
lion to convert this farmhouse into at 
least two or three flats, if it had not been 
pulled down so suddenly by the gravel 
company. 

On the question of the ‘charming 
lakes’ to which Mr. Peirce refers, these 





* What 


suggested 
living on top of my office ?” 


planner 
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are old workings, and I suggest to .. 
this year’s operations, he comes to Yip. 
ley himself. He will find swamps on} 
foot or two deep, remains of trees ny}, 
lessly cut down, wire palings, said , 
resemble those of a concentration cary 
and all within a few feet of local home 
He will then, I think, understand yj, 
there has been so much _ indignatig, 
shown at public meetings and in th 
general Press at the lack of consideratig, 
shown for house owners. Unfortunate) 
this reacts against all gravel companie 
including those who are taking th 
greatest care not to offend local opinio; 
B. S. TOWNROE [CBE, JP], 
Yateley, Hampshire. 
The RIBA Standard Form 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—With reference to the secon( 

article on the RIBA Standard Forp 
by Mr. Norman P. Greig (The Builde 
July 12), the information given regardin: 
Kirk and Kirk, Ltd. v Croydon Corpor. 
tion was inaccurate. There was n 
intimation from the suppliers that ther 
would be any delay in delivery of facing 
bricks; in fact the opposite informatio 
was given; delivery however was no: 
made as promised. 

The case was accurately reported i 
The Builder of April 20, 1956. 

C. T. Ayerst [ARIBA], 
Architect to the Croydon EC. 

Croydon, Surrey. 

Mr. Greig’s attention has been called | 
Mr. Ayerst’s letter and the correction there 
in contained, which has been duly noted 
Mr. Greig regrets if the report, necessaril 
shortened, appears to cast any reflection 
upon Mr. Ayerst (or other architect 
which. was certainly not his intention.—E 


Building Department to Close 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR.—Your readers may be intereste/ 
to know that after careful consider: 


ation of all the factors involved th 
Surrey Education Committee _ hav 
decided to close the Building Departmen 
at Wimbledon Technical College at th 
end of this term. The students and sta 
at Wimbledon are being transferred | 
Ewell in September. 

The committee regret that they ha\: 
been unable to give longer notice of the 
decision. When they provided the Bui 
ing Department at Ewell a few years ag 
it was their intention that it should & 
the major department providing [ul 
time as well as part-time courses and!) 
accommodation was planned according) 
The committee anticipated, however, thi 
the number of — students 


provision at Wimbledon also. The num 


ber of students has not been so great ® 
was hoped, however, and the committe: 
have had to decide that both in the edi: 
cational interests of the students and 
interest of reasonable economy ° 
public funds the Wimbledon departme 


the 


will have to be closed. 
T. A. Bucnan, Principal. 


Ewell County Technical College. 
Reigate-road, Ewell. 


requirin: 
National Certificate and Craft Cours 
would be sufficient to justify continue 
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


first Conference at Nottingham 


THE First Annual Conference arranged 
by the Royal Institution of Chartered 
surveyors was held in the University of 
Nottingham last week, from July 17 to 
30, under the Presidency of Mr. W. M. 
Balch. 

The opening address was delivered on 
July 17 by the Rt. Hon. the Viscount 
Monckton of Brenchley, KCMG, who 
spoke on ‘ The Changing British 
Economy and Its Effect on Land Owner- 
ship and Development.’ 

Reviewing his subject, LorD MONCK- 
ron noted that land in this country was 
scarce; and, while little of it was unusable, 
there was not much scope for extension 
by reclamation or in other ways. Great 
Britain had a good record in the pro- 
ductive use of its more or less fixed 
endowment of land. 

The demand for land could be put in 
two broad categories: directly produc- 
tive use, for example for agriculture, or 
site use including buildings of all kinds 
and the provision of public services and 
amenities. The composition of demand 
was constantly changing, and examples of 
conflict, in relation to particular areas, 
frequently appeared. 

Under former conditions of free dis- 
posability of land, the allocation resulting 
from competition among rival uses was 
left largely to determination on a price 
basis in an Open market. Latterly, how- 
ever, it had come to be influenced also 
by a variety of forms of intervention and 
regulation by public authorities, including 
not only planning, rent and other con- 
trols but also public ownership and the 
exercise of statutory powers of acquisition 
and development. The present network 
of intervention and regulation had not 
been comprehensively planned but was 
the result of particular pressures enforcing 
ad hoc decisions on limited issues, such 
as housing shortages and war-time food 
needs. 

Shaping the Pattern 


A number of trends and characteristics 
of our national life had played a part 
in shaping the pattern of land ownership, 
development, use and values. These 
included the general acceptance of the 
notion of a ‘guided economy,’ and the 
growth of the * public sector’: the policy 
of providing permanent financial assist- 
ance for agriculture: the entrenchment of 
the theory that it was the duty of the 
State to ensure to all citizens housing of 
a reasonable standard at a cost within 
the means of the tenant; the marked 
redistribution of incomes, and to a less 
extent of capital wealth, through taxation: 
and the failure to maintain stability in 
the value of the currency. 

In drawing some inferences from these 
factors, Lord Monckton observed that 
the hazards of investment in property had 
been reduced to some extent by com- 
mitments made by all parties to main- 
fain “full employment.’ On the other 
hand, new elements of disturbance 
included not only the broadened powers 
of compulsory purchase vested in public 


authorities, but also uncertainties about 
changes in Government policy and the 
mechanics of its enforcement. 

Lord Monckton put in a plea for 
fuller, regular information about trends 
in land ownership and use. In this 
matter, he said, we lagged far behind 
some other countries. 


The Place of the Landowner 
and Developer 


In an address on ‘The Place of the 
Landowner and _ Developer in_ the 
Nation’s Economy, on July 18, Mr. 


W. R. Brackett, OBE, said that private 
developers and owners had achieved 
much and had cause for great pride. 

‘In these islands,’ he said, * they have, 
at no cost to the community, developed 
farms and improved agriculture, built 
towns and factories, opened up mineral 
resources, dug canals, made turnpike 
roads, created our railway system, pro- 
vided many gas, water and electricity ser- 
vices and also built hospitals, schools, 
libraries, universities and other non- 
commercial buildings.’ 

Since 1920 an increasingly wide range 
of development had been carried out by 
public agencies, financied by taxation or 
public borrowing. This had withdrawn 
much money from private hands, and the 
private developer was unlikely in the 
future to be able to play as leading a part 
in development as he had done in the 
past. 

‘It is doubtful whether this is a good 
thing. Governments tend to favour enter- 
prises which are politically attractive but 
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are nervous of economic risks. Would 
Governments have ever built our railway 
system? The example of our roads gives 
reason for doubt, the speaker declared. 

During the last 10 years private 
developers had been placed under a con- 
siderable degree of restraint but that 
tendency must itself be kept in check. No 
administrator could be omniscient and the 
developer must be allowed some freedom 
to experiment and make his mistakes. 


Development Impeded 


Mr. Brackett continued: *‘ The formid- 
able apparatus of industrial development 
certificates, town planning, by-law con- 
trol, control of credit and interference 
with ordinary landlord - and - tenant 
relationships all tend to impede develop- 
ment and should be imposed only to the 
extent which is absolutely necessary, but 
in spite of discouragement private 
developers have in the past 10 years 
carried out much industrial development 
(mainly for occupation by the developer), 
considerable house building (almost 
exclusively for owner occupation), very 
extensive building of shops and offices 
and much investment in farm improve- 


ments. This, however, covers only a 
small part of the country’s potential 
needs.” 

In order that the developer might 


achieve the most economic results with 
the minimum of injury to amenity and 
of the least charge to the community, the 
following were necessary: 

1. Land Tenure: That land can be 


conveyed between parties freely, quickly 
and cheaply and that rights of ownership 
are subject to the minimum interference 
by the State and local authorities. 
2. Landlord and Tenant Relationship : 
So far as possible landlords and tenants 
(Continued on page 161) 





The platform party at the opening session of the Chartered Surveyors’ C onference. 
On the extreme left is Lord Monckton who read the inaugural paper. The President, 


Mr. W. 


M. Balch, is in the chair 
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PROSJECT: 














CHARITY ESTATE 
DEVELOPMENT, 


RICHMOND, 


A view of a model looking south 


IT’ A JOINT REPORT to Richmond Borough Council last week the possible development of 

the Queen’s Road Estate, a site of about 22 acres, was outlined. It is, at this stage, simply 
a report covering the economics of the problem with an architectural solution as yet not worked 
out in detail. The problem is one of great interest in local politics, the question of the necessity 
for demolition on the one hand vying with suggestions of council housing estates on the other. 
It must be remembered, however, that the site is a charity which must be self-supporting, and 
that the site, one of the finest within 20 miles of London, is therefore capable of the very highest 
rentals obtainable for flats, maisonettes and houses. With this in mind the development has 
been planned for middle and upper-middle class income groups; super-luxury flats have not been 
included. 

The site is a good one, its only drawback being Queen’s-road itself, which acts as a ‘ Richmond 
by-pass.’ It is planned to widen the road and, if the bottle-neck at the top (by the 
‘Lass of Richmond Hill’) is eased, the traffic may well become more heavy. With this in mind, 
however, the buildings have been designed on stilts, the ground floor being left open to form 
parking areas for cars and therefore raising the lowest level living quarters of the six-storey 
blocks above noise level. The effectiveness of this ploy is debatable, it is a very noisy road. 

At each end of the site it is planned to build a point block. The site slopes up from north to 
south, the top being just below the crest of Richmond Hill. Thus a twenty-storey block as 
planned will enjoy, from the majority of levels, the famous view to the south and west. At the 
northern, and lower, end of the site a sixteen-storey point block:has been suggested. This will 
have a commanding prospect of the local cemetery, with Richmond Park in the background. 
In between these two tall buildings are five six-storey blocks (not counting the open ground floor), 
and four four-storey blocks, all containing flats; no maisonettes. On the park side of the six- 
storey blocks are four rows of terrace houses sited on existing roads, each with its own garden. 





Architects : 


NORMAN & DAWBARN 


Surveyors : 


WEATHERALL, GREEN 


& SMITH 
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At present there are seven roads entering Queen’s-road from the east of the site; these have been 
reduced to two by the formation of an access road to the development parallel to Queen’s-road. 
The majority of existing housing in Chisholm-road and Cambrian-road is to remain; that in 
Wellington-road, Greville-road, Pyrland-road, Park-road and Grove-road is to go. This is no 
loss to the architectural heritage of the nation, however; many of the houses in these streets are 
extremely dilapidated, and beyond economic recovery. 
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Between the estate and the park is the Grove Road Institution, not pretty to look at, but no 
doubt useful. Part of the site has been allocated for the expansion of this hospital. 


The accommodation allowed for is as follows: In the point blocks, 144 two-bedroom flats: 
in the six-storey blocks, 120 three-bedroom and 60 two-bedroom flats; in the four-storey blocks, 
24 three-bedroom, eight two-bedroom, 24 one-bedroom and six one-room flats. Also some 
55 houses of varying proportions, as yet undecided, but with mainly four bedrooms and two 
bathrooms. 


At this time only two small parts of the estate are clear of existing buildings and much water 
will flow under Richmond bridge before the local planners, well known as the most conservative 
for miles around, give their approval to what is, to Richmond, a highly advanced scheme 
uncompromising in its intentions. It is perhaps a pity that the designers, having decided to risk 
suggesting two point-blocks, did not raise the whole development in similar towers where the 
marvellous views over the park could be enjoyed, thereby at the same time providing the greatest 
proportion of open space around the living areas for the occupants. 


Comments from Richmond, both the Council and the various lay associations (which abound 
there), are awaited with much interest. 
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OFFICES, 20-24, Ropemaker-st., Finsbury, EC2 floors. 
Extert 
: : stone, : 
for Hillcrest Investments (Moorgate), Ltd. aco 
marble, 
Architects : JOSEPH MENDLESON & Partners pel 
Partner in Charge : JOHN H. C. LAMB, ARIBA, Dip. Arch. are all ¢ 
Quantity Surveyors: FRANK FALKNER & Partners Woot 
out wil 
Consulting Engineers: CHAMBERLAIN & Partners staircase 
Builders : GEE, WALKER & SLATER, Ltd. in terra 
which i: 
; : lies Walls 
i ios CLIENT'S REQUIREMENTS were maximum permissible , ion 5 
development of the site as an office block with as high a _— marble 
proportion of lettable area as possible. Building was to have a | £ faced bt 
high standard of external finishing but relatively low cost re coloure 
and speed of erection were of fundamental importance since | 2 tion thi 

this was to be a speculative development. ad paint. 
In order to reduce costs the existing basement walls were Heati 
preserved wherever possible and formed the external blinding Rin heating 
skin to a new reinforced concrete retaining wall and asphalt buildin 
tanking. Reinforced concrete pins at column centres were 3 : 
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SECTION B-B 


fabrication of the steelwork could be 
proceeded with whilst the building con- 
tractor was engaged upon foundations, 
tanking and basement work generally. 
Sulphate resisting concrete was used 
throughout. The upper floors were 
steel framed with in-situ hollow pot 
floors. 


External facings include Portland 
stone, 2-in. Chesham multi-coloured 
hand-made facings, verde-issogne green 
marble, and dark red ‘ cullamix’ ren- 
dering. White glazed bricks were used 
at the rear for light reflection. Windows 
are all galvanised steel, purpose made. 

Wood block floors are used through- 
out with the exception of the main 
Staircase and entrance halls which are 
in terrazzo and the secondary staircase 
which is in granolithic. 

Walls to the entrance halls at ground- 
floor level are faced in Travertine 
marble and the halls above with fair- 
faced brickwork in 2-in. Chesham multi- 
coloured hand-made facings. Decora- 
tion throughout is in plastic emulsion 
paint. 








Heating is by low-pressure hot-water 
heating, and domestic hot water is 
provided by oil-fired boilers. The 

building was timed for erection within 
12 months and was completed within 
this period. 
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MAIN ENTRANCE scale: tins 8 ft 


Offices at 20-24, Ropemaker-st., 
Finsbury, EC2 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Water supply, Metropolitan Water Board; hollow pot floors and 
reinforcement, Helical Bar and Engineering Co. ; asphalt tanking and roofing, 
Highways Construction, Ltd. ; supply and erect:on of steel frame, C. and S. 
Construction ; electrical installation, Stanor Electric ; stone facings, Frank 
Mortimer ; purpose-made metal windows, Beanes and Co. ; marble facing, 
Anselm Odling ; lift installation, Bennie Lifts ; heating installation, Smeaton 
and Sons, Ltd. ; roof lights and lenses, J. A. King and Co. ; staircase balus- 
trading, metal grilles and balcony panels, Kingsmill Metal Co. ; gas installa- 
tion, North Thames Gas Board ; terrazzo flooring, Marriott and Price ; wood- 
block flooring, Vigers Bros. ; frost-proof facing tiles, Carter and Co. ; 
suspended ceiling, Universal Metal Furring and Lathing Co. ; sanitary ware, 
Chiswalls (London), Ltd. ; ironmongery, D. A. Thomas and Co. ; metal 
lantern lights, A. P. Lightfoot ; supply of paints, I.C.I. 


Entrance hall 
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News of the Week 


jrehitectural and Building Awards 


west Suffolk County Council have 
announced their second scheme of 
ywards to architects and builders. This 
will be on similar lines to the first scheme 
some three years ago. The awards will 
cover all new architect-designed build- 
ings erected and completed in West Suf- 
folk between January 1, 1954, and June 
30, 1957. Entries are to be submitted to 
the County Planning Officer, Bury St. 
Fdmunds, not later than August 31. 
Awards will take the form of a certi- 
ficate to the architect and the builder, 
with a plaque for the building owner. 
Two classes of buildings are eligible, 
residential and other (including industrial 
and commercial buildings), but central 


and local Government buildings are 
excluded. 
The independent assessor will be 


Professor Sir J. L. Martin. The Awards 
Committee will include the Chairman of 
the West Suffolk County Planning Com- 
mittee, the President of the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
and the President of the Suffolk Associa- 
tion of Architects. 


New Fountain for Hyde Park 


AN open competition is to be held for 
anew ornamental fountain, to be set up 
in Hyde Park, and details are to be 
advertised ‘during the next few days.’ 
This was announced in Parliament on 
Tuesday by Mr. Molson, Minister of 
Works, in reply to a question by Mr. 
John Rodgers. Mr. Molson said he had 
accepted the offer of the Constance Fund 
‘to provide a fountain in the form of a 
major work of sculpture.” The new 
fountain would be placed near East Car- 
tiage-drive, where the Dolphin fountain 
now stands. This attractive gift was 
made at an appropriate moment in view 
of the changes to be brought about by the 
new Park-lane scheme. 


Craftsmanship Nominations 


THE Hertfordshire Chapter of the 
Essex, Cambridge and Hertfordshire 
Society of Architects are inviting nomi- 
nations for the Award of the Certificate 
of Craftsmanship for 1956/57 in respect 
of work executed in the County of Hert- 
fordshire within the past two years. 

The Award is made in two classes: 1, 
For general excellence of workmanship; 


1, For an individual piece of work- 
manship. 
Further particulars from the Hon. 


Secretary, W. Wesley Turney, LRIBA, 
63, Wood-street, Barnet, Herts. 


Ripon Cathedral Appeal 


SINCE the fund for the repair of Ripon 
Cathedral was opened a year ago the 
figure originally aimed at, £100,000, has 
had to be increased to £150,000. This is 
because of discoveries in the interval of 





More ravages by rot, death-watch beetle, 
and furniture beetle, and because of rises 
In costs of labour and materials. 

The hon. treasurer of the fund, the 
Atchdeacon of Richmond, the Ven. H. B. 
Graham, stated recently that the first 
Slage of the restoration work—the 
‘limination of subsidence in the south- 
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MOW BUILDING IN MANCHESTER.— Building started in January on a 
project estimated to cost just under £1 million for the Ministry of Works. Designed 
by Eric Bedford, CVO, ARIBA, Chief Architect, MoW, it will consist of 18 
storeys of reinforced concrete, stone faced. The builders are J. Gerrard & Sons, 


Ltd., and it will take two years to build. 


crane is being used for the first time on this job 


east area of the cathedral—had been 
completed. Work on the great central 
tower would be the second stage. Stage 
three involved the replacement of more 
than a quarter of a mile of stonework 
altogether, and the fourth stage com- 
prised the towers and the thirteenth-cen- 
tury east window in the choir. 

Gifts for the fund, which has now 
reached £114,000, may be sent to the 
Archdeacon of Richmond, 8, The 
Crescent, Ripon. 

Messrs. Ward, Ruddick and Ward are 
the cathedral architects, with Professor 
Sir Albert Richardson as consultant. 
Hampstead Garden Suburb 


THE CURRENT ISSUE (July) of ‘Town 
and Country Planning,’ journal of the 
Town and Country Planning Association, 
contains an interesting series of articles 


on ‘Hampstead: The Unique Suburb,’ 
thus commemorating the jubilee’ of 
Hampstead Garden Suburb. Price 2s. 
from 28, King-street, WC2. 
Concrete Road Congress 

THe Pavings Development Group 


(Concrete and Soil-Cement) is organising 


COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, JULY 29. 
INSTITUTE OF BurILDERS.—Annual general 
meeting. 48, Bedford-sq., WC1. 2.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, JULY 30. 
BBC.—Third Programme. Dr. Nikolaus 
Pevsner discussing the Berlin architectural ex- 
hibition which opened on July 6. 10.10 p.m. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 1. 
Son er Lumiere.—Displays each night at 
10.15 p.m. from August 1-31, and at 9.15 p.m, 
from September 1-29. Greenwich Park. 





The new ‘Buildmaster 450’ rotary tower 


a visit to Rome this year to the Inter- 
national Concrete Road Congress, being 
held from October 16-19. The Congress, 
the first of its kind ever to be held, has 
been arranged by the Cement and Con- 
crete Associations of many European 
countries with the support of leading 
organisations connected with the use and 
development of roads, and the Italian 
Government. Many distinguished 
engineers have agreed to present papers 
at the Congress. 

The first party will leave on October 
10, five days before the Congress is due 
to commence, and will travel to Rome 
via Munich and Vienna, inspecting roads 
and road construction en route and 
arriving on Tuesday, October 15. 

The second party will leave on October 
14, travelling direct by air to Rome. Both 
parties will return by air to London on 
October 20. A comprehensive itinerary 
is being prepared in conjunction with 
the appropriate authorities in Germany 
and Austria and will be issued shortly. 

Those interested should get in touch 
with: Mr. P. Gooding, Secretary, Pavings 
Development Group, Terminal House, 
Grosvenor-gardens, SWI. 

‘Victory Over Disablement’ 

AN exhibition held in conjunction with 
the seventh world congress of the Inter- 
national Society for the Welfare of 
Cripples was opened at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, on July 22. It closes on 
July 27 and it is open from 10.30 a.m. to 
6.30 p.m. daily. In addition to an excep- 
tionally wide range of exhibits, including 
photographs, literature and the actual 


F 
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equipment employed in physical rehabili- 
tation, there are some models of specially 
designed homes, from various countries, 
illustrating the latest thought on this 
aspect of design. 
West Riding County Architect 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the post 
of deputy county architect to the West 
Riding of Yorkshire at a salary of £2,270 
to £2,640 at year. The person appointed 
will be expected to have first-class archi- 
tectural experience but will be particu- 
larly required to undertake technical 
administration. Details advertised else- 
where in this issue. _ 


Birmingham Architect Retires 


Mr. E. G. MorGAN, principal architect 
of Birmingham City Architect’s depart- 
ment, retired on July 19. He has spent 
more than 30 years in local government 
service, 10 of which have been with 
Birmingham Corporation. 


Retirement 


Mr. C. E. Bean, FSA, MIMunE, 
who has occupied the position of 
engineer, surveyor, water engineer and 
public health inspector to the Sherborne 
Urban District Council since 1925, is 
retiring on December 13 next, having 
reached retirement age. 


Symposium on Aluminium 


A SYMPOSIUM on aluminium in inter- 
national architecture is being jointly 
organised by the Interbau exhibition and 
the Diisseldorf Aluminium-Zentrale e.V. 
It will be held on August 23 in the audi- 
torium of the Technical University, 
Berlin-Charlottenburg, Hardenbergstrasse 


34, Berlin. Tickets and details can be 
obtained from Aluminium-Zentrale e.V., 
Diisseldorf 10, Jagerhofstrasse 26-29, 
Germany. 


Professional Announcement 


Deacon & LAING, chartered architects, an- 
nounce that they have now moved their offices 
to 65 Goldington-road. Bedford. (Tel. Bedford 
5413/4) to which address all correspondence 
should be forwarded. 


FROM ‘ THE BUILDER®* OF 1857 
Saturday, July 25, 1857 


THE Works AT Dover Harsour.—In 
the autumn of 1847, after a deliberation 
of seven or eight years, the works were 
commenced, the commissioners having 
decided to build the walls nearly upright, 
and to enclose an area of 520 acres. The 
estimated expense was stated to be about 
2,500,0001. Only 800 feet of the masonry 
had been finished in seven years up to 
1854. Another 1,000 feet were contracted 
to be finished in ten years more which 
would bring them to the year 1864. 
There still remained to be completed, 
according to the plans, 8,500 feet, which, 
at the present rate of progress—viz. 100 
feet per annum—would take 85 years. If 
they added to this the seven years re- 
quired to finish the 1,000 feet contracted 
to be finished up to 1864, this would give 
them a period of 92 years over which 
the work would extend. Surely this slow 
rate of progress involved a great waste of 
capital. 

FROM AN ARTICLE, 


THE CIVIC TRUST 
Inaugural Meeting at Lambeth 


THE Civic Trust, founded by Mr. 

Duncan Sandys, the Minister of 
Defence, in his private capacity, was 
launched at Lambeth Palace on Saturday, 
July 20. 

The Trust has already received a cer- 
tain amount of criticism although no 
critic was heard last Saturday. The 
critics should, however, remember that 
the object of the Trust is to foster good 
architecture and civic design. It is not 
often, if indeed ever before, that a 
Minister of the Crown has bent his 
energies specifically to such an object; 
equally industrialists do not often set 
their thinking and their resources in such 
a direction. When two such powers 
combine, as in this case, the result may 
well be something out of the ordinary. 
Certainly architects and the whole of the 
building industry should wish this venture 
luck, and congratulate Mr. Sandys on 
taking time off from a very full-time 
Ministry to foster the arts on such a scale. 


The conference at Lambeth Palace was 
by way of being a christening party, and the 
child started life with many distinguished 
sponsors. A Minister as father, and as god- 
fathers an Archbishop (Canterbury), a Privy 
Councillor (Herbert Morrison), an architect- 
peer (Mottistone) to speak for the many 
civic societies, the President of the RIBA 
to speak for the professional societies, 
representatives of the CPRE, the AMC, the 
TCPA and other national bodies. All of 
these and others spoke for the child, but 
others had brought more tangible gifts to 
the cradle, for recognising that the day of the 
private patron is dead, Mr. Sandys had 
asked industrialists for support. An appeal 
to a small number of, probably not very 
small, industrialists had yielded promises of 
about £40,000 a year for seven years, and 
there is no doubt more to come. 

The day was described by Lorp Justice 
PEARCE, one of the Trustees, as a marathon 
of oratory, for there were nearly 40 speakers, 
20 of them stars who were billed on the 
programme. But it was MR. SANDys that we 
had come to hear. His smile is not that of 
the Great Man (which he is) but of the 
schoolboy receiving his first prize at the 
hands of the Great Man. 

He told how this idea had been in his 
mind for a long time, and had found partial 
expression in a speech to the RIBA about 
two years ago. He said that the second half 
of the 20th century could only be a period 
of architectural distinction if we could get 
the public to want it. If the public didn’t 
care, and, as Professor Basil Spence said 
later in the day, at the moment most of the 
public couldn’t care less, standards would 
inevitably drop. 

Mr. Sandys said that the Trust would not 
be an arbiter of taste, whatever the Arch- 
bishop’s private feelings might be. but it 
would, by commissioning expert opinion and 
in other ways, encourage public bodies and 
industrialists to produce buildings of the 
highest quality. Among other things the 
Trust’s activities would be the arranging of 
conferences in various areas to discuss par- 
ticular local problems: it would try to 
educate public taste by films and broadcasts 
and in other ways, and he was able to say 


‘that the BBC had promised their co-opera- 


tion and would be producing a series of films 
for TV showing. Specific problems which 
might be among those which the Trust 
would tackle were the question of the street- 
scene and of the sky-line in cities and towns. 

Speaking for the professional societies, 
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Mr. KENNETH M., B. Cross, President 
the RIBA, assured Mr. Sandys that ih 
would be with him in the forefront of th 
fight. LorD MOTTISTONE, as chairman . 
the London Society, spoke for the ma 
civic societies. He said that he knew Much 
could be done, for with their very limite) 
resources the London Society and other ci 
societies had done a good deal. j 

After the official launching the meetin 
turned itself to consider certain aspects oj 
the problems which faced the Trust, and 


0} 
ny 


in the three sessions many  well-knoyy 
people spoke. 
One of the outstanding Contributions 


came from PROFESSOR BASIL SPENCE, who 
urged that we should not preserve an 
building on the grounds merely of seni. 
ment or age, but only on those of merit 
He urged the conference not to be to 
mindful of those who demanded that ney 
buildings should faithfully copy their sy. 
roundings. The great architects of the pas 
had designed buildings sometimes of ay 
entirely different style from the older build- 
ings which were to be their neighbours, By 
their genius they had been able to design 
buildings which were sympathetic to their 
surroundings, and some of these were now 
among those buildings which were most 
jealously preserved. He instanced Wren’s 
work at Cambridge and at Hampton Court, 
To put it in more homely terms, he might 
have said that it was not necessary for 4 
bride and bridegroom to look alike and 
dress alike to be described by their friends 
as a very handsome couple. 

Dr. THOMAS BODKIN, winding up one of 
the sessions in a most urbane speech, said 
that he didn’t care a hoot if the St. James's 
Theatre fell down to-morrow. It was a 
pleasant enough building, but it was bad 
for actors and worse for the audience. He 
urged that the Trust’s first duty was to 
concern itself with the new buildings that 
are to come. Mr. Sandys’s own words seem 
to bear out this intention. 

The day was not without its lighter 
moments. One of these was a crosstalk turn 
between the ARCHBISHOP and Mr. Herbert 
Morrison. Few will forget Mr. Morrison's 
final words when, speaking as one of a 
rapidly declining body of Labour MPs who 
had had neither public school nor university 
education, he said of the Oxford contro- 
versy: ‘Oxford. Archbishop! Leave that 
place as it is! They'll have nothing to talk 
about there if it’s settled.—R. T 

OBITUAR) 
Barney Seale, ARBS 

THE DEATH, which took place on July 2 
of Mr. Barney Seale removes a_ sculptor 
whose gusto for living was reflected in his 
work. Though he had some success with 
portrait busts, especially successful being his 
head of Augustus John, shown at the RA in 
1937, it was as a sculptor of pieces for ex 
hibition buildings that he was best known 
to the public. He did groups for the British 
Empire Exhibition at Giasgow in 1938, for 
the New York Worid’s Fair. 1939, and for 
the International Gardens Exhibition al 
Olympia in 1949. A lively, generous character 
he will be missed at the Chelsea Arts Club. 


THE BUILDER 


Chartere 


(Conti 


should operat 


and restrictio 
of additiona 
required and 
which was | 
controls. 

3. Town . 
machine fo! 
requires to be 
tion and sho 
development 
restrain bad. 
planning mu 
secure taste 
come from 
can it achie 
period, any £ 
of our older 

4, Local 
stantial sta 
tenants’ abil 
of late years 
of the distr 
and furthe 
economic eff 
munity must 
‘a matter whi 
and local at 

5. Finan 
societies, the 
able under 
development 
credit restrai 
for produ 
investment i 
ductive, pro 

There is | 
all aspects 0 
to which it 
to encourage 
objects of t 


Capital | 


ON Friday 
BA, rf 
Formation | 
gained for 
Prize of £ 
Institution. 
the medal. 
In a secti 
the effect 
LOGAN said 
investment 
intended to 
be profitat 
interest rate 
tion that : 
would pers! 
trend would 
nominal rat 
teality a me 
during mai 
post-war pe 
of 1956 buil 





A. W. Croser, FRICS 

Ir 1S WITH REGRET that we record the 
death, after an operation at the Middlesex 
Hospital, of Mr. A. W. Croser. FRICS. on 
July 22. He was 68 years of age. Mr. 
Croser was for some time in practice on his 
own account and latterly was seni! 
partner in Cross and Hall, quantity surveyor. 
of Westminster, SWI. The practice is being 
continued by the remaining partners. 
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Chartered Surveyors’ Conference 


(Continued from page 153) 
should operate in a free market. Control 
and restriction discourages the provision 
of additional accommodation that is 
required and thus aggravates the scarcity 
which was the excuse for introducing 

Is. 
ar eo and Country Planning : The 
machine for controlling development 
requires to be simple, sure, swift in opera- 
tion and should aim to encourage good 
development rather than merely to 
restrain bad. The limitations of town 
planning must be recognised. It cannot 
secure taste in building which can only 
come from educating the public. Nor 
can it achieve save, Over a very long 
period, any great alteration in the lay-out 
of our older towns. 

4, Local Taxation: Rates are a sub- 
stantial standing charge and affect 
tenants’ ability to pay rent. There has 
of late years been considerable alteration 
of the distribution of the rate burden 
and further is contemplated. The 
economic effects of this arm of the com- 
munity must be watched. Rating is not 
a matter which concerns the Government 
and local authorities alone. 

5. Finance: Through the building 
societies, there is abundant finance avail- 
able under most conditions for house 
development. But under conditions of 
credit restraint there is shortage of money 
for productive development while 
investment in housing, which is not pro- 
ductive, proceeds almost unaffected. 

There is great need for research into 
all aspects of development and the extent 
to which it is affected by the law and 
to encourage such research is one of the 
objects of the present Conference. 


Capital Formation and Land 
Value 


ON Friday morning Dr. W. R. Logan, 
BA, read the paper on ‘Capital 
Formation and Land Value’ which has 
gained for him the Gold Medal and 
Prize of £100 offered by the Royal 
Institution. This is the first award of 
the medal. ; 

In a section of his paper dealing with 
the effect of the credit squeeze, Dr. 
LoGAN said that it was doubtful whether 
investment in a house by a person who 
intended to use it as his residence would 
be profitable with the present high 
interest rates. Even under the assump- 
tion that a certain inflationary trend 
would persist, he doubted whether that 
trend would be strong enough to turn the 
nominal rate of interest into what was in 
teality a negative rate, as was the case 
during many years of the immediate 
post-war period. During the last quarter 
of 1956 building society loans were £24m. 
less than during the corresponding period 
in 1955, 

‘Yet I doubt,’ continued Dr. Logan, 
‘whether the credit squeeze will stop the 
inflationary trend completely, though it 
may slow down its rate, and recent 
trends support this opinion.’ But the 
building industry had two years’ factory 
work on its order book, and any threat 
of unemployment in the building industry 


could be met by an in- 
crease in the long-delayed 
school and road building 
programme and of many 
other public works, he 
added. 


There would surely be a 
decrease in commercial 
building activities. Out- 
side the London area, 
investors were already 
finding it difficult to let 
office buildings for the 
rent they were expecting 
to receive. Insurance firms 
and _ London _ financial 
houses who had built 
modern blocks of offices 
in Liverpool had _ been 
forced to let offices at £1 
less per square yard than 
the price originally 
demanded by them. Indi- 
cations showed that many investment 
companies were experiencing difficulty in 
finding investment paying the high rate 
for loans of 54 or 6 per cent. 

Turning to housing, Dr. Logan showed 
figures which went to show that local 
authorities (who would no longer be 
able to build houses without subsidisation 
from their own income) would be able to 
collect such a surplus by charging higher 
rents which were still within the upper 
limit of the amount which the average 
tenant could afford. 


‘An increase of the rent by £10 a year 
for the 800,000 houses built by the local 
authorities between 1946 and 1951 would 
mean an additional income of £8m.; this 
would provide a subsidy of £30 yearly 
for 250,000 additional houses. The 
danger, however, persists that under this 
scheme some councils will stop altogether 
the building of houses for general needs 
as it will have become less lucrative for 
them, even in cases where they are badly 
required.’ 

Other Papers 

AMONG OTHER PAPERS read or prepared 
for the Conference were ‘Economics of 
Farm Buildings,’ by Mr. Knud Rasmus- 
sen; ‘Planning for Recreation in the 
Open Air, by Sir George Pepler; and 
“Land Movement as an Effect of Mining 
Subsidence,’ by Major J. Kelsey. 


Discussion Groups 


ON THURSDAY MORNING the Conference 
formed itself into discussion groups to 
consider seven different subjects: ‘ Fin- 
ance and Taxation’ (group leader Mr. 
J. W. Hughes); ‘ Political Theories and 
Influences’ (Mr. F. J. H. Brackett); 
“Rural Land Economy’ (Mr. R. C. 
Walmsley); ‘Efficient Land Use’ (Mr. 
J. F. Q. Switzer); ‘ Technical Progress in 
Building’ (Mr. H. A. Ackland); 
‘Research in Land Economy’ (Dr. D. R. 
Denman); and ‘Future Standards of 
Living’ (Mr. Bryan Anstey). 

That on ‘ Technical Progress in Build- 
ing,’ attended by nearly 40 members, was 
a most lively affair. It was summed up 
by Mr. ACKLAND at a plenary session on 
Friday in the following terms: 


161 





The Lord Mayor of Nottingham welcoming the 
president of the RICS (Mr. W. M. Balch) at the Civic 


reception 


The chief advances which the Group 
felt to have been made lies in Plastics 
(rather a loose term). Flooring materials 
made of these materials must be per- 
fected, for though they show advantage 
in initial cost, they have certain defects 
in use. As wall treatment they are 
proving a success. : 


The group does not think there have 
been any revolutionary developments in 
construction methods recently. The use 
of dry construction is being developed 
and a big advance has been made in the 
use of slabbed concrete floors and walls 
in large units. Handling costs must be 
lowered by the use of more mechanical 
plant. 


Spine Construction 


A good deal of progress has veen 
made in structural spine and buttress con- 
struction, where the stair and lift wells 
act as a spine to high blocks from which 
beams are cantilevered out. Lighter 
walls and floors may thus be used. 

The modern trend in architectural 
design does not appear to have created a 
large demand for new materials but 
rather new applications of the old ones. 
It appeared to the group that new 
materials are being pushed by manufac- 
turers and the group feels that much 
more reliable and impartial test and per- 
formance information should be available 
to the user. Some sort of independent 
testing authority which could put a hall- 
mark on a material is required. 

Regarding the coming into use of more 
man-made and synthetic materials, this is 
bound to take place as sources of natural 
materials become exhausted; care needs 
to be taken to see that these last the 
life of the building. 

“More and more today,’ said Mr. 
Ackland, ‘we hear the cry “How 
much?” and this at all stages of the 
quantity surveyor’s work. This seems 
likely to be so for a long time to come, 
and one of my own particular interests 
has been centred for some time on the 
problem of the durability and life of the 
building work we undertake. Should 
we concentrate on speedy and utilitarian 
construction with a limited life or should 
we continue the policy we have mainly 











Guests arriving for the Garden Party. From left: Mrs. C. Hanson, Col. A. A. 
Walton, Sir Alexander Killick (secretary), Mr. C. Hanson, Miss R. Rowles, Mr. 
W. R. Brackett and Mrs. Brackett 


followed in building of making all con- 
struction last for eternity, or at least long 
after they have served their initial 
purpose and _ increasingly require 
much expenditure on adaptation and 
maintenance? ” 


Traditional Materials 


On the use of traditional materials the 
group felt there are no great develop- 
ments generally, but external renderings 
have been greatly improved and the new 
adhesives are making fixings easier and 
therefore cheaper. One example is the 
laminated timber roof truss which shows 
a great saving in timber. The group 
were of the opinion that we are a long 
way from finding a good substitute for 
the building brick. The attempts to 
use brick in pre-slabbed walls have 
proved, for several reasons, unsuccessful. 
Stone is used as a treatment material and 
less as a structural one. Aluminium has 
been considerably developed, mainly for 
use as window frames, partitions and the 
like, but its use in structures is not yet 
a proved practical proposition. The 
group felt that as smokeless atmospheres 
develop, considerable changes are likely 
to come in the treatment of buildings. 

With the rapidly growing use of 
mechanical plant and machinery for pro- 
cesses both on and off the site, the sur- 
veyor needs to keep abreast of all 
developments in that field. It was felt 
that whilst the extent of mechanical aids 
is a matter for the contractor, the sur- 
veyor must be concerned because of the 
vital effect on the cost of the finished 
work. Where possible, some indication 
of the potential use of mechanical plant 
on the job should be given at the tender- 
ing stage. Compared with conditions 
elsewhere, it appears that much more use 
could be made in Great Britain of 
machinery, particularly on the site. 


Mr. Ackland’s report concluded: 
“Almost every item discussed by the 
group brought up some element of the 
cost of building work, and it may fairly 
be said that it clearly emerged from our 
discussions that we as quantity surveyors 
are vitally interested in all that comes 
under the umbrella of technical progress 
in building and that at every turn the 
elements of cost and value arise and give 
us more to think about. This could 
easily of itself make a theme for next 
year’s Conference.’ 


Cost Research 
By MR. CYRIL SWEETT, FRICS 


N interest in costs has developed 

alongside the profession of quantity 
surveying, and problems of costs and 
cost research have intrigued the curious 
for many years. More recently this 
interest of the quantity surveyor in the 
cost aspects of building has developed 
along fresh lines and has_ received 
stimulus from ever-increasing costs in 
building, coupled with the desire of the 
profession to seek ways and means by 
which building costs may be reduced. 


This new interest in costs has been 
marked by a demand for research into 
building costs to discover information 
which will be of value in solving prob- 
lems of design in future schemes. There 
have been two lines of approach to this 
problem: one concentrated on collecting 
and collating building cost information, 
and the other studying methods by which 
cost information can be used. These two 
approaches are closely allied, but for all 
practical purposes they are two distinct 
lines of inquiry with their own problems 
and solutions. The method of using cost 
information is principally the concern of 
the architectural profession who should 


THE BUILDER July 26 1957 


state how they wish information to 4 
presented. The collection and interpre, 
tion of cost information is the concern af 
the quantity surveyor, who has access 
a broad range of information and hy 
long experience in handling it. 

In view of these new developments jy 
cost research the Royal Institution ¢ 
Chartered Surveyors set up a Cost 
Research Panel in June, 1956, to conside, 
problems of building cost researc 
Research, especially into costs, is particy. 
larly encumbent upon a_ profession 
body, for a profession relies on jt 
specialist knowledge as the core of jt 
occupation. Research is a means t 
extend that knowledge and so to ensug 
that the profession can maintain ap 
extend its service to society. Much 
interesting work has already been dons 
by a few, and this is a healthy sign of 
the vitality of the profession. But much 
remains to be done, for the benefits of 
research into methods of reducing th 
cost of building will greatly serve th 
community. In the coming years the 
building industry will be concerned with 
the programme of slum clearance and to 
a great extent the success of this depend 
on ensuring that value is received for the 
money spent. 

The RICS research is aimed at finding 
information and methods by which the 
quantity surveyor can assist by giving 
cost guidance in working out a 
economic solution to the client’s require. 
ments. Such planning with advice on 
costs is a familiar idea to those who have 
a knowledge of the aims and techniques 
of cost accounting, but when this is 
applied to the process of building 
development many complications arise. 

Cost itself is a concept and, in building, 
cost to the building owner arises from 
many sources unlike those in manufac: 
turing industry. Costs in building, in 
general, arise from two main sets of 
influence. First there is the influence of 
the market which conditions the contract 
sum and which adds imponderables to 
any cost analysis. The more important 
influence on cost, however, arises from 
decisions of the architect on questions 
of design which determine the builders 
expenditure and therefore his prices. 
These again are influenced by the costs 
and ratios of labour, plant, materials and 
overheads. 

The problem of cost planning is ver 
complex when applied to building, 4 
building costs are very much alive and 
are not just facts ascertained from one 
method of analysis of a priced bill of 
quantities. But whatever the difficulties 
there is the need and the possibility of 
cost research, and what the RICS Panel 
are seeking to do is to create what in 
many ways is a new discipline which wil 
extend the services of the quantity sur 
veyor to the community. 


New Building Materials 
and Maintenance Costs 


By J. J. ATKINSON, BSc, FRICS, 
and E. I, ROBERTS, ARICS 
[7 is rather surprising to find that there 


are virtually no new materials in the 
narrow sense of the word, but there have 
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yen considerable changes in techniques 
ind the application of materials, particu- 
arly in domestic buildings. 

In any investigation of the effect of 
new materials and new techniques, it is 
necessary to consider briefly the back- 
ground against which it must be made. 
Thus the maintenance costs of post-war 
domestic buildings must be considered in 
relation to changes in architectural styles, 
gotably in the simplicity of line, the 
general absence of ornamentation and 
the greater reliance on colour by surface 
treatment to achieve effect. 


Similarly there have been considerable 
changes in building and _ building 
methods. The shortage of skilled labour 
and the demand for speed, particularly in 
the field of housing, have led to the 
development of prefabrication, preform- 
ing and the use of mass in situ concrete. 
The demands made upon the building 
industry under these conditions have led 
to the development of those forms of 
construction which give more rapid com- 
pletion with a reduced number of skilled 
operatives. 

Unfortunately, these developments 
which have logically called for more de- 
tailed planning and more controlled site 
supervision, have not, in the main, been 
followed by any radical changes in the 
form of site control. These factors can 
have a profound effect on the subsequent 
maintenance of the buildings. To quote 
merely One example, a number of houses 
built by the use of prefabricated slabs 
developed serious faults and extensive 
plaster cracking because of the inade- 
quate number and improper siting of the 
angle ties. It can thus readily be seen 
that in considering the effect of new 
materials and new techniques, their appli- 
cation in practice is the deciding factor 
and not their theoretical efficiency under 
ideal conditions. 


Maintenance Costs 


In 1954-55 the housing management 
department of the Birmingham Corpora- 
tion introduced an _ incentive bonus 
scheme for maintenance work which was 
based on a detailed analysis of over a 
quarter of a million repairs instructions 
for work which had been completed dur- 
ing a period of approximately 18 months 
in the years 1953-4. 

It can be claimed that the results of the 
analysis of these figures give a fair indi- 
cation of the individual items of expendi- 
ture within each trade and, in general, 
the results support the conclusions 
reached by the committee of inquiry of 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Gov- 
etament in their report ‘The Cost of 
House Maintenance ” (1953). 

Painter and Decorator——Decoration 
accounts for 40 per cent. of normal 
annual maintenance expenditure, and of 
this 22 per cent. is attributable to external 
painting, which is the highest individual 
item of maintenance. 

The amount spent on decorations will, 
naturally, vary considerably according to 
the policy of the individual property- 
Owner, but the above figures are based 
on an external painting programme of an 
approximate 5-year cycle with internal 


decorations to the extent of one room 


unit per three years—a room unit being 
either a room, a hall and staircase, or a 
bathroom and w.c. 

There has been a considerable change 
in the standard of painting due mainly to 
the use of synthetic resins. In general, 
it may be said that a modern good- 
quality paint will give a long life, subject 
always to the surface to which it is 
applied being in a sound condition and 
fully and properly prepared. The chief 
difficulty facing the property-owner is the 
selection of a good-quality paint out of 
the many brands on the market. 
Although chemical analysis, laboratory 
tests and weatherometer tests are helpful, 
the only really satisfactory test is on the 
property itself. 


New Developments 


Subject to the above qualifications, i.e., 
good-quality paint and proper prepara- 
tion—and the latter qualification cannot 
be too strongly emphasised—the normal 
cycle of external repainting every five 
years can now be safely extended to six 
or more years. 

Emulsion paint may in the long run 
prove to be the most useful of the new 
products of the paint industry, particu- 
larly in its use on new buildings. The 
internal decorations of plaster and simi- 
lar surfaces have always been a problem 
and emulsion paint seems to provide a 
good answer. It will allow the drying- 
out process to continue without damag- 
ing the decorative surfaces. It is early 
to say whether its use will reduce annual 
maintenance costs because it is not yet 
known whether special strippers will be 
required to fetch off old surfaces before 
redecorating in the course of years. 


Other new developments which can be 
mentioned are chlorinated rubber paints; 
thixotropic paints, improved glazed sur- 
faces, a wide variety of improved fungi- 
cidal solutions, anti-corrosive solutions, 
rust inhibitors, strippers and the new 
plastic-based fillers and pastes. An 
interesting new finish now on the market, 
which can best be described as a form 
of Tyrolean finish, is brush-applied and 
as far as can be judged at the moment 
seems to have a semi-permanent life. This 
should prove most useful to the mainte- 
nance surveyor in ultimately reducing 
cost because the high initial cost is far 
outweighed by the lesser need for con- 
tinual redecoration. It is normally 
applied to stucco or other external clad- 
ding which requires decorative protective 
treatment. 

It should be said at this stage that 
frequently too little attention has been 
paid to maintenance costs when designs 
have been altered or substitute materials 
used or member sizes reduced in order 
to achieve economy. 

Only too frequently, particularly in 
housing reductions in standards have 
been made to achieve small savings in 
capital cost which can only lead to higher 
maintenance costs over the course of a 
number of years. 

Bricklayer and Kindred Trades.—The 
next highest item in maintenance ex- 
penditure by trades is that of bricklayer 
and roofer, accounting for about 16.5 
per cent. of the annual cost. 
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The highest individual item within the 
trade is repairs to fireplaces and grates 
which account for 19 per cent. of the 
total. No appreciable effect has been 
noticed by the introduction of the 
modern types of grate from the approved 
list issued by the Coal Utilisation 
Council. 

When these grates were first introduced 
and emphasis was placed on their all- 
night burning qualities, there were 
reports of damage to flues and chimney 
stacks. This was caused in the main by 
banking the fire at night with wet slack 
and dust, leading to a high moisture con- 
tent in the flue gases. 


After the grates have been installed for 
a short time, it is usually found that little 
use is made of night burning. 


The attempt to persuade householders 
to accept the free-standing or semi-free- 
standing closed and openable stove has 
not met with any great success, despite 
claims for higher thermal efficiency. 


Roof repairs account for 15 per cent. 
of the expenditure. The universal use 
of sarking in the form of felt laid across 
the rafters before battening has probably 
proved one of the most fundamental 
changes in the cheaper range of house 
building. The usual form of roof of the 
cheap house built between 1920 and 1939 
was tiles laid on battens fixed direct to 
the rafters. The cold storage tank, unless 
lagged, is likely to freeze every year, 
and a heavy snowfall with a driving wind 
means that snow is blown under the tiles 
into the roof space. 

Although adding slightly to mainte- 
nance cost both in its own ultimate re- 
newal and by increasing the difficulties 
of tracing the source of a leak, sarking 
not only prevents the damage resulting 
from snow being forced under the tiles, 
but has increased the thermal insulation 
of the dwelling and reduced the number 
of freeze-ups to ball valves and storage 
tanks. 

Saving in Cost 

Felt, formerly only used on chicken 
coops, outbuildings and the like, has now 
achieved the dignity of the main roof, 
in the form of a layered felt with a higher 
mineral content to reduce fire risk and 
a coloured chipping finish. There has as 
yet been insufficient experience to deter- 
mine its eventual effect on maintenance 
costs. These will obviously depend entirely 
upon its life. It is, however, essential 
that felt should only be laid on per- 
fectly dry structural members and that 
all joints to parapet walls and the like 
are absolutely watertight. Present indi- 
cations are that the saving in initial cost 
is likely to be far outweighed by in- 
creased maintenance costs over the life 
of the dwelling. 

Another fundamental change in roof- 
ing materials has been the increasing use 
of concrete tiles in the place of clay. The 
latest returns from the industry show that 
the number produced is now greater than 
that of clay tiles. 

Improvements in texture and greater 
control in manufacture have remedied 
many of the defects of the old concrete 
tile. It does, however, tend to retain 
moisture for considerably longer periods 
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than the more open texture clay tile and 
the resultant increased weight, taken 
together with the reduction in the size 
of roof timbers, may lead to greater 
maintenance costs in the later stages of 
the life of a house. 


It cannot be emphasised too strongly 
that many of the changes which have 
been made have called for greater care 
in design and workmanship in building. 
A reduction in the size of rafters can 
only be successful if accompanied by 
properly designed and executed trusses 
or correctly sized and sited purlins. 


Increased Use of Concrete 


The effect of the considerably in- 
creased use of concrete in domestic 
building has not as yet had much effect 
on maintenance costs. It is not normally 
regarded as a sufficiently attractive self- 
finish and, therefore, needs either a 
permanent rendering or other decora- 
tive treatment. Large areas of rendering 
or other finishes requiring periodic treat- 
ment can only lead to increased mainte- 
nance costs. The cost of repair per yard 
super for stucco is higher than for re- 
pointing brickwork, and in general 
requires more frequent treatment. 


With ‘no-fines’ concrete and indeed 
any form of panelled or block finish in 
concrete, the appearance of a building 
can be completely ruined by a simple 
overflow of a tank or water wastage pre- 
venter which will cause staining extend- 
ing from the ground floor to the top floor 
of a six-storey building. 


Buildings of this type will also, of 
course, involve considerably greater cost 
if any structural alterations are made— 
thus, putting in a new window or door 
Opening or work of this sort will be con- 
siderably more costly than where the 
building is in traditional brickwork. Pre- 





fabricated panels with exposed aggregate 
and other similar finishes may prove 
subject to the absence of structural 
failures, more economical in use, and 
here again much is dependent upon the 
workmanship during construction. 

There are many new forms of slabs 
and blocks for use in internal partitions. 
Particular mention might be made of the 
many light-weight concrete blocks now 
available. The majority have, however, 
a grave defect in that they readily 
respond to variations in the humidity of 
the atmosphere and unless used with 
care both in design and construction will 
give excessive surface cracking. 

Concrete Structures and Insulation.— 
Condensation is proving a major diffi- 
culty in most forms of concrete construc- 
tion, particularly in ground-floor flats in 
blocks of three or more storeys in height. 
It is very evident in the first two years or 
so of occupation. The main causes 
are:— 

(a) the typical solid floor construc- 
tion finished with poly-vinyl tiles laid 
on cement screed has a non-absorbant 
surface on a mass which does not 
readily respond to atmospheric tem- 
perature changes; 

(b) the large volume of water used 
in construction; 

(c) the use of hard plaster finishes 
to walls, partitions and ceilings; 

(d) heating by appliances which, 
while warming the air in the rooms, do 
not transmit sufficient heat to the 
fabric of the building: the interior sur- 
faces are thus in winter at a con- 
sistently lower temperature and pro- 
vide ideal conditions for condensation. 
There has been in post-war years an 

increased awareness of the need for 
better thermal insulation and _ conse- 
quently the production of a large number 
of insulating materials either in the form 
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As part of the Conference, a cricket match was played between an RICS London 
XI and a team raised by the Notts, Lincs and Derby branch. The photograph 
shows the Notts side taking the field. The match was won by London 
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of sheet, loose fill or as an aggregate such 
as vermiculite for use in plaster and ¢op. 
crete. Where these aggregates are Used 
in concrete for roof construction, diff. 
culty may be subsequently experience 
in tracing any leaks. These insulating 
materials, because of their porous nature 
are capable of absorbing large quantities 
of water so that there is no early indica. 
tion of a roof leak and when som, 
evidence does become apparent it may be 
in a position remote from the point of 
entry. In a number of buildings, fj 
asphalt roofs have been covered with 
shingle for insulation purposes. This has 
probably caused more difficulties than jt 
was intended to avoid. It has been q 
common experience in Birmingham to 
completely remove the shingle from 3 
whole roof to trace a single leak. It js 
felt that the same effect can be obtained 
by whitening the roof surface and reduc. 
ing the heat absorption by obtaining a 
greater reflection. 


Carpenter.—The greater use of metal 
windows has resulted in some saving of 
carpenter’s work. Carpentry accounts 
for about 124 per cent. of total mainte. 
nance expenditure and 38 per cent. of 
this is for repairs prior to external paint- 
ing. If normal day-to-day repairs to 
external doors and windows are added, 
some 50 per cent. of carpenter’s work js 
on external work. The development of 
resin-based adhesives should reduce 
future carpentry repairs, particularly in 
the case of doors and sashes, and in so 
doing, help to reduce external painting 
costs because a large proportion of the 
broken surfaces of external paintwork is 
caused by the looseness of the timber 
joints. 

The use of thermo-plastic tile finishes 
to floors should lead to reduced main- 
tenance costs. Thermo-plastic tiles have 
proved to be the cheapest and best of 
the floor finishes introduced at a time 
when solid floors became a _ necessity 
because the use of timber was severely 
restricted. They have the defect of 
becoming indented by the heavier pieces 
of household furniture and soften at tem- 
peratures between 70° and 75° F. 


New Types of Board 


Other developments in carpenter's 
work are the introduction of a wide 
range of acoustic boards, laminated ply- 
wood boards, sandwich boards, chip 
boards, etc., which are now being pro- 
duced to replace internal timber for their 
own specific application. A more recent 
development is the flush door with a 
honeycomb plastic filler which it 1s 
claimed will resist the tendency to warp- 
ing and twisting. 

Metal door frames have not been 
successful from a maintenance point of 
view because they require a well-designed 
timber door that does not warp or shrink. 
Futhermore the present surface treatment 
of these metal frames at the factory has 
been insufficient to prevent rusting, pal- 
ticularly where they are likely to be 
subject to condensation. 

Plumber and Gasfitter—This_ trade 
accounts for about 14 per cent. of main- 
tenance expenditure of which the largest 
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item is the fluctuating one of remedying 
frost damage. 

In the winter of 1955-56 there were, 
i, council houses and flats in Birming- 
ham, some 6,000 burst pipes representing 
about seven per cent. of the total number 
af properties. The cost was about £9,000 
pp an average Of 30s. Od. per incident. 
A severe winter such as that experienced 
in 1945 would at least double these 
figures. ; 

There has been some improvement in 
post-war dwellings, but the reduction has 
not been as high as it should be. Although 
here has been better thermal insulation 
provided in the dwelling itself, some 90 
per cent. of the burst pipes in post-war 
dwellings were due to the bad siting of 
the various pipe runs. Rising mains, for 
aample, are frequently carried through 
arders or pantries and taken either across 
or within inches of an air-brick. 

Polythene tubing has been tried and 
js successful in certain positions on cold- 
water supplies. The principal difficulty is 
its tendency to sag. 

The highest constant item of expendi- 
ture in plumbing is the repair or replace- 
ment of ball valves which costs an 
average of 3s. 6d. per dwelling per annum 
and accounts for something like one-third 
of the plumber’s work. 

It is interesting to note that storage- 
tank ball valves only cost 0.7 shillings per 
year. The higher rate of repair and 
replacement of WWP ball valves is due 
to the use of cast-iron cisterns. The 
inevitable corrosion necessitates a finer 
adjustment of the water level so that with 
varying pressures of water and _ the 
greater quantity of foreign matter within 
the cistern it inevitably leads to a greater 
number of overflows. The overall 
replacement and repair of the WWPs 
themselves costs about 3s. per dwelling 
per annum or 28 per cent. of the 
plumber’s work. 

It is anticipated, however, that the 
plastic WWP which is not, so far as can 
be seen, readily affected by corrosion, 
may have a considerably longer life than 
a metal cistern. 

Electrician.—Electrical repairs account 
for 3.4 per cent. of maintenance expendi- 
ture and this has not as yet shown any 
marked variation as a result of the intro- 
duction of new materials and wiring 
methods. It is hoped that with the im- 
proved fittings now in use and. in 
particular, the fused plug, costs will be 
eventually reduced. In corporation pro- 
perties, at least, a considerable proportion 
of the electrician’s work results from 
unauthorised alterations and additions to 
the wiring by tenants so that they can use 
the multiplicity of electrical equipment 
now available on the market. 

Although plastic-covered cable has 
been in use for some time and appears 
‘0 have greater mechanical strength, 
better waterproofing qualities and is not 








80 readily affected by solvents, it does not 
a yet appear to be very popular with 
the trade, possibly because there is no 
Immediate financial gain by its use. 
Ancillary Buildings: — Prefabricated 
structures in concrete or sandwich board- 
Ing are now produced as a standard 
factory item and are proving very useful 
for ancillary buildings such as garages, 


store huts, workshops, etc., although 
they are not necessarily more economical 
than the traditional brick construction. 

Mention might also be made of the 
various types of prefabricated dwellings 
that were erected immediately after the 
war. The major lesson learnt from this 
type of dwelling is that, although designed 
to avoid using skilled operatives, a large 
degree of skill, both in construction and 
design, is necessary to ensure that the 
joints are watertight. 


General Observations 


Throughout this paper, emphasis has 
been placed upon the fundamental effect 
on maintenance costs of the architect’s 
design and the builder’s organisation and 
workmanship during construction. The 
use of metal windows, for example, 
would normally have resulted in a reduc- 
tion ef maintenance costs, particularly 
in relation to external painting, but the 
typical post-war council house when 
compared with its pre-war prototype has 
the same overall area of paintwork. 
Although the bills of quantities indicate 
a saving in respect of windows, this is 
offset by changes in design which intro- 
duce more external doors without 
necessarily giving added convenience to 
the tenant. 

In multi-storey buildings, it is fre- 
quently found that large coloured areas 
are introduced as decoration on what 
would otherwise be an_ uninteresting 
elevation in positions which make re- 
decoration both difficult and costly. It is 
unfortunately also true with many 
materials that unless they show an 
immediate financial gain to the builder 
or building owner, there is a reluctance 
to use them—a reluctance which is 
shared by many operatives who distrust 
any new method or material. 


Conclusions 


(1) New materials introduced since 
1945, if properly used, can reduce main- 
tenance costs but insufficient time has 
yet elapsed to properly and fairly com- 
pare their use with the older traditional 
types of construction: there is an 
obvious need for a reduction in the 
volume of external carpentry repairs and 
perhaps the use of plastic window frames, 
etc., now being tried in France, may be 
an answer. 

(2) Most concrete structures and pre- 
fabricated concrete units need as much 
skill in construction and care in design 
as do the traditional forms. 

(3) The architect’s design will influence 
subsequent maintenace costs far more 
than the use of differing types of 
materials: greater care in detailing can 
lead to considerable savings in mainten- 
ance, and the elimination of each winter's 
crop of burst pipes alone would save 
more than two per cent. of all the money 
spent On maintenance each year. 

(4) By and large, overall maintenance 
costs tend to remain at the same level 
applicable to the type of dwelling, the 
reduction in costs effected by improved 
techniques and materials being offset by 
additional facilities and features provided 
for the more convenient and comfortable 
occupation of the dwelling. 
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The Conjerence Dinner 


IHE Conference Dinner was held in the 
Portland Hall of the University on 
Thursday, July 18, when the President, Mr. 
W. M. Balch, presided over a large number 
of members and guests. 

In proposing the sole toast of the even- 
ing, The Guests, Mr. BALCH spoke of the 
Institution’s interest in education. They 
were proud to be, he said, the first pro- 
fessional body, apart from the societies con- 
cerned with law and medicine, to insist upon 
not only practical training but also upon the 
passing of examinations in theory as a quali- 
fication for admission to membership. That 
was over 80 years ago, and they had always 
endeavoured to keep their syllabuses up to. 
date by constant revision. Evidence of that 
was the fact that in the last examinations 
candidates were examined in eight divisions 
covering over 100 subjects. It had been 
‘We are wishful still further to encourage 
the recruitment of University graduates to 
its membership, and they wanted more. 
Those who took a degree in estate manage- 
ment either at Cambridge or at London 
University were, subject to their having 
practical experience as well, admitted to 
membership without further examination. 
‘We are wishful still further to encourage 
the inflow of University graduates and will 
now make it easier for those who have 
cognate degrees to secure admission,’ he 
said. 

In conclusion, the President pledged the 
support of members of the Institution for 
their Minister in carrying out the ambitious 
farm improvement scheme. 

Tue Eart St. ALDwyn (Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food) responded. After paying a per- 
sonal tribute to Mr. Balch, he turned to 
agricultural matters. ‘During the current 
12 months there have been two major 
developments in agricultural policy,’ he said, 
‘the introduction of long-term assurances 
and the farm improvement scheme. I have 
not the time tonight to say anything about 
long-term assurances, but I am certain you 
will be expecting me to say something about 
the farm improvement scheme. I hope that 
as a result of this scheme we shall see during 
the coming years a revolution in the fixed 
equipment on our farms which will be com- 
parable in its way with the agricultural 
revolution of the 18th century. 

‘Both inside and outside the Government 
service, the profession will be playing a 
major part in the new scheme. I know that 
some of you have been disappointed that it 
was not possible to introduce the scheme 
earlier, but I am sure that it was right to 
postpone the beginning of its operation 
until September 1 next. Perhaps I might 
at this point assure you that though in 
course of visits to farms members of the 
Agricultural Land Service will be discussing 
plans and giving advice to applicants 
(especially to owner-occupiers), their 
advisory function is very general and should 
not trespass on the function of the private 
practitioner.’ 

Earl Aldwyn continued: ‘ We as a Govern- 
ment believe in private ownership of land 
and want to return into private keeping that 
responsibility for ensuring efficient hus- 
bandry and estate management which in war 
must be taken over by the State. It is be- 
cause of this belief that we are now engaged 
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in returning to private ownership—and as far 
as possible to the original owners—as much 
as we can of the land which the Agricultural 
Land Commission is now responsible for 
managing. There are some 79,000 acres 
under the Commission’s management which 
we have decided to sell; arrangements for 
sale have been completed on 26,000 acres 
and nearly completed on another 11,000 
acres. 

In considering all these questions we have 
had the fullest co-operation from the Insti- 
tution, for which the Minister and I are most 
grateful; but our greatest asset has always 
been the knowledge that whatever changes 
there may be in national policy or in the 
country’s needs from land, the individual 
surveyor and land agent in the field can be 
relied upon to see a good job done.’ 

THE BISHOP OF SOUTHWELL (the Rt. Rev. 
F. R. Barry), who also responded, said that 
what we needed today were not only quantity 
surveyors but quality surveyors. ‘In the 
Welfare State everybody has got nearly 
everything he needs ‘but he will never have 
everything he wants. There will never be 
freedom from want because there will never 
be freedom from wanting. The ordinary 
citizen does not know what he wants but he 
knows what he has got when he gets it.’ 


Among those present were: 


Sir Kenneth Atkinson; Mrs. W. M. Balch; 
Mrs. F. R. Barry; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. J. N. 
Chaworth-Musters; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. P. T. 
‘Clifton; Councillor and Mrs. J. Llewellyn 
Davies: Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Davis: Sir 
Alexander Killick; Mr. and Mrs. E. Harold 
Palmer; Mr. and Mrs. H. Pickbourne: H. A. 
Ackland; Bryan Anstey: Mr. and Mrs. J. J. 
Atkinson: Mr. and Mrs. S. F. Barrell; Mr. 
and Mrs. C P. Bates; Brig. and Mrs. Guy 
Bomford: Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Brackett; B. C. 
Briant ; Oliver S. Chesterton; D. A. Collenette : 
Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Collins; G. Arnold 
Coombe; Clifford Dann: Mr. and Mrs. W. R. 
‘de Silva; Mr. and Mrs. J. Gordon Elsworthy : 
Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Trustram Eve; Mr. and 
Mrs. C. T. Every; Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Fleury: 
Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Frazer: W. S. Goodbody ; 
Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Goodchild; Miss Patricia 
Hannington; Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Hanson; 
G. Langton Kendall; H. James King; J. E. 
Leek; Ian M. Leslie; Dr. and Mrs. W. R. 
Logan: C. C. Moore; Ian G. Neilson; Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Cassels Pinkerton; Mr. and Mrs. 
J. L. Postlethwaite; Knud Rasmussen; Miss 
Edna M. Rutland; H. Lacy Scott: K. Steel: 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric C. Strathon; Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Cyril Sweett: J. F. Q. Switzer; G. Roy Sym- 
mons; R. E. Symonds; M. H. Thackray; W. 
Brooke Townend; Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Trum- 
per; Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Walmsley; Col. and 
hse A. A. Walton; Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. 

ells. 


Other Functions 


FOR THE LADIES of the party an inter- 
‘esting series of visits had been laid on, 
to Nottingham Castle, Hardwick Hall, 
Belvoir Castle and to the Boots and 
‘Vedonis factories. For the golfers, 
arrangements had been made for a 
‘Stableford competition held at Hollinwell 
on Thursday, organised by Mr. G. D. 
Walford and Mr. Oliver Chesterton, and 
won by C. C. Moore and G. Buckley. 
A civic reception and dance at the Coun- 
cil House (Wednesday), and a Ball 
arranged by the Notts, Lincs and Derby 
branch (also at the University on Friday) 
were other well-supported events. 


The Exhibitions 


THROUGHOUT THE TIME of the Confer- 
ence a series of exhibitions was on view in 
‘the Trent Building at the University. 
Uncluded subjects were: Economic Land 


Development (MoHLG); Cost Research 
(RICS Cost Research Panel); Progress in 
a New Town (Hemel Hempstead 
Development Corporation); Farm Build- 
ings and Equipment (Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food); Land 
Records(MoHLG);Contemporary Survey 
and Mapping Methods (Ordnance Sur- 
vey); and Surveying Instruments and 
Equipment (put on by a number of 
private firms). 

Of particular interest was the land 
records system developed by the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government for 
streamlining the handling of certain land 
matters. The four points of importance 
underlying this system are: The use 
of the National Grid numbering as an 
address and indexing sequence; the 
record document for initiating, convey- 
ing and storing all types of information 
about land, and as a legal document; the 
use of transparency and_ photo-repro- 
duction to streamline the handling and 
recording of land matters; and the use 
of index maps and overlays to pinpoint 
the locations of all recorded items. 


RICS 
Professional Examinations, 1957 


FOLLOWING is a list of prize winners in 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors’ professional examinations, 1957: 

Penfold Gold Medal, Driver Prize, Beadel 
Prize, Galsworthy Prize, John Gilchrist Prize: 
J. FerGuson, Edinburgh. 

Wainwright Prize, Earp-Thompson 
A. B. Davipson, Larbert, Stirlingshire. 

Quantities Prize: W. M. THoMson, Kirkcaldy, 


ife. 
Crawter Prize: G. R. R. BALISH, Belfast. 
J. R. D’EatH, Wimbledon 


Institution Prize: 
Park, SW19. 

*Mellersh Prize: S. K. H. GOODENOUGH, 
London, W1; J. O. HitcuinGcs, Bristol; M. J. 
LusuHBy-TayLor, Craven Arms, Salop. 

Building Construction (IIT) Prize: E. C. 
PaGeE, London, SW12. 

Penfold Silver Medal, Special Prize: C. F. L. 
RoBERTS, Princes-square, W 2. 

R. Irwin Barr Prize: W. H. Syme, Edin- 
burgh. 

Hyman Marks Prize: C. T. BLETSOE, Thraps- 
ton, Northants. 

Harfield Prize: J. G. Bisset, Bedford. 

Julian Rogers Prize: Winc-Yu1t To, Hong- 
kong. 


Prize: 


*Prize shared. 


Estate Offer Refused 


Gainsborough Urban Council reported at 
a recent meeting that it had been decided 
not to proceed with the purchase of a 
private housing estate known as Mayflower 
Close. which had been offered by the 
owners. 

Previously the council had decided, after 
a special meeting held to consider the price 
asked by the owners, that they would only 
consider a very much reduced price. A 
further special meeting was held at which 
a letter from the owners was read stating 
that they were prepared to accept a substan- 
tially lower price provided the matter could 
proceed without delay. The council had 
decided, however, not to buy the property. 

The estate comprises 40 bungalows and 12 
houses recently built for American service- 
men’s families who had been paying be- 
tween £5 and £7 a week rents. Because of 
reduction in personnel at the near-by Stur- 
gate USAF base, the estate had been offered 
for sale. 
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EVERYDAY THINGS 
VUI.—The New Look 


By ARTHUR W. KENYoy, 
CBE, FRIBA 


IN the past, railway stations looked like 

Greek temples, town halls [ike 
mansions, mansions like town halls, cop. 
cert halls like museums. There wer 
exceptions, of course; schools looked like 
schools, prisons like prisons and Churches 
like churches. To-day, however, what is 
the real function of a building seems to 
be nobody’s business. What would 
appear to be a block of flats may 
well turn out to be a town hall: 4 
church may well be a_ pumping 
station or fire station with a hos 
drying tower. A concert hall could quite 
likely be a power station or vice versa, 








CHURCH 


except of course that the chimneys would 
give it away. The office block could most 
certainly be a department store. 

Therefore our new trend in archi- 
tecture has not in any way become 
‘functional "—a horrid word, I know, 
but it expresses what I mean. It does not 
attempt to tell us what the architect js 
trying to express. 

Is it not possible in this new and 
imaginative age when we are all wonder- 
ing how to design—and I think most of 
us are (I am speaking feelingly and am 
not ashamed to admit it)—to think first 
of what we are trying to express? Per- 
haps the simplest illustration would be 
the place of worship. I think it should 
be a place which somehow draws you to 
it and welcomes you to enter, and when 
once inside induces you to meditate, 
rather than to throw your hat in the air. 
Should not a town hall have dignity and 
authority; a concert hall gaiety; a block 
of flats homeliness; an office block 
auspiciousness? Even a house to-day may 
well be a junior school. 

Should we express ourselves in this 
way? I think we should but I don’t think 
we do. In our eagerness to discard the 
things of the past we have become all- 
over-alike in our design. It may be that 
our patrons are wanting more and more 
advertising value, and that may be why 
towers are springing up irrespective of 
their suitability to the surroundings and 
in spite of their frequent inconvenience 
and difficulties of construction. 

In short, should a building express 
itself—or should it be negative? : 


(To be continued) 
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IRM PRICE TENDERING 


southern Counties Federation’s 
jetter to Local Authorities 


HE Southern Counties Federation of 
Building Trades Employers has sent 

ihe following jetter to local authorities in 

tie Federation’s area on the subject of firm 

price tendering: 

FIRM PRICE TENDERING 


your council will, of course, have the 
above subject under consideration following 
ypon the pronouncement made by the Minis- 
et of Works as to Government Policy and 
a Circular 31/57 of May 21, 1957, issued by 
she Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
nent, You will no doubt be aware of the 
wms of a statement which has been issued 
by our National Federation of which a copy 
is appended, 

The Southern Counties’ Federation appre- 
ciates that, because of the Government’s 
jeclaration, our members may find that on 
aasion they are called upon to tender with- 
out a fluctuations clause for wages and/or 
materials. 

We have drawn our members’ attention 
.) the serious additional risk which they may 
then be running owing to the impossibility 
of forecasting over any considerable period 
the increases in costs to them which arise 
from decisions which cannot be anticipated. 
It is not the view of this Federation that 
the apparent attractiveness of firm price 
tendering has in fact all the advantage to 
the building owner, whether public or pri- 
vate, which is claimed; and it is doubtless 
because of this that already there are local 
authorities who do not propose to adopt firm 
price tendering in the present still unstable 
circumstances, 

However, it is felt that in sending you the 
enclosed document, which sets out what are 
quite reasonably minimum conditions likely 
to secure for the building contractor some 
assurance that the risks he is taking will be 
economic and not contractual, it is worth 
pointing out that these conditions do not 
really amount to more than what is required 
by the RIBA Standard Form of Contract or 
imilar forms, and by good practice. (See 
for instance, various matters agreed as good 
practice by architects and builders in the 
Southern Counties and published in the 
seventh report of the Southern Counties Con- 
sultative Committee of Architects and 
Builders.) 

It will therefore be understandable to you 
that our local associations and our members 
will be requiring of the authorities and archi- 
tects inviting them to tender much more 
literal adherence to the conditions our 
National Federation has emphasised. In 
other words, firm price tendering is bound 
to be a difficult matter for the contractor, 
but is perhaps a little more tolerable when 
uchitects concerned do what is recom- 
mended, 

Our Southern Counties Federation has 











assured its members that in circulating the 
national document we are drawing atten- 
tion of local authorities and architects in 
the region to the foregoing considerations; 
'o the substantially smaller degree of varia- 
tion which the contractor will expect the 
architect to permit the client to put forward; 
ald to the intention of the Federation to 


support its members jn expecting reasonable 
and proper fulfilment of the conditions for 
firm price tendering which our National 
Federation considers necessary. 

‘Not Yet Time for a Change’ 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE County Council Finance 
Committee says that it is not yet time for a 
change from the existing system of fixed 
price tendering. It is proposed to consider 
the matter again in three months’ time. 

Meanwhile, the County Architect has been 
asked to choose some suitable medium-sized 
scheme on which tenders will be invited, both 
on the existing and fixed price bases for the 
purposes of comparison. 


LCC 
St. James’s Theatre 


At the meeting of the London County 

Council on July 16 Mr. Haroip H. 
SEBAG-MONTEFIORE asked the chairmen of 
the Town Planning Committee and 
the General Purposes Committee if the Coun- 
cil would revoke the planning permission 
for an office building on St. James’s Theatre 
site if a substantial sum is raised by public 
subscription to save the theatre, and would 
the Council make a contribution to such a 
sum? 

In answering. Mr. R. EDMoNDs said: I 
am replying to this question by arrangement 
with the chairman of the General Purposes 
Committee. As I have already explained 
in an answer to a previous question, revo- 
cation of the planning permission to erect 
offices on the St. James’s Theatre site would 
not necessarily ensure its continuance as a 
theatre. I do not think I can be expected 
to answer a hypothetical question involving 
this issue. 

Dr. BRIAN WARREN asked the chairman 
of the Town Planning Committee if, in view 
of the widespread public interest, he would 
state the Council’s case for approving the 
demolition of St. James’s Theatre? 

In reply, Mr. EDMoNDs said: The Hon. 
Member is asking me to do the impossible. 
The Council does not seek the demolition 
of St. James’s Theatre. Any threat to the 
theatre comes from the owners of the pro- 
perty in the exercise of their rights. The 
Ceuncil’s consent to demolition is not re- 
quired unless the theatre is of such special 
or historical interest as would enable it to 
be permanently preserved. 

In 1954, the Council gave approval, in 
principle, to the development of the site for 
office purposes. This was before modifications 
had been made in the County of London 
Development Plan which should strengthen 
the Council’s hands in future in refus- 
ing consent, except in special circumstances, 
to change of user to offices from theatres 
and places of public assembly. 

The revocation of the planning consent to 
the erection of offices would not, under the 
existing law, ensure that the theatre was 
not demolished, or, if not demolished, was 
kept open as a theatre. The Minister of 
Housing and Local Government in the 
House of Commons has indicated that the 
compensation payable, if the office consent 
was revoked, would be over £50,000. To 
ensure the continuance of the theatre it 
would be necessary to contemplate purchase 
and this would involve an even larger sum. 

In these circumstances, the Town Plan- 
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ning Committee regretfully decided that it 
would not be right to use its limited re- 
sources to prevent the development pro- 
posed. 

Skyscraper Hotel 

Mr. JOHN CHAPMAN“WALKER asked the 
chairman of the Town Planning Committee 
what information he could give the Coun- 
cil about the proposal to build a skyscraper 
hotel in Park-lane, Westminster, Would he 
give an assurance that this proposal would 
not receive approval as an isolated applica- 
tion before due consideration had been given 
to the numbers, types and locations of other 
very tall buildings which may in the future 
be permitted in this part of London? 

Mr. EpMonps said that an application 
had been received for the redevelopment 
of the site bounded by Park-lane, Pitt’s 
Head-mews, Stanhope-row, and Hertford- 
street for a hotel building. The proposal 
was for a hotel of some 680 bedrooms, a 
ballroom, restaurants, bars, shops and car 
parking facilities. Part of the accommoda- 
tion would be provided in a_ two-storey 
podium or base covering the whole site and 
the remainder in a crescent-shaped block 33 
storeys in height. The building would have 
a total height of 390 ft. and a plot ratio of 
8:1 The application was under considera- 
tion by the Town Planning Committee, but 
no decision had been taken. 


Planning Application 


Mr. SEBAG-MONTEFIORE asked the chair- 
man of the Town Planning Committee what 
the main reasons were for the Council’s 
refusal to grant planning permission to an 
applicant who wished to erect an office 
building on the Odeon cinema site at Marble 
Arch, St. Marylebone. 

Mr. EpMoNDs replied saying that the 
erection of offices on the site would add 
to the existing congestion in the area by 
the consequent increase in the load of trans- 
port facilities. The proposal was contrary 
to the intention of the Development Plan 
to retain places of assembly wherever pos- 


sible, in accordance with the policy 
expressed in the statement to the Plan. The 
development infringed the daylighting 
standard. 


The applicants were being informed of 
the types of development the Council would 
be prepared to consider, e.g., shops or show- 
rooms, a place of assembly such as a 
restaurant or ballroom, with flats or an 
hotel, together with appropriate car parking 
facilities. 


COMPANY NEWS 


Austins of East Ham, Ltd., are recommending 
a final dividend of 74 per cent., less tax, on the 
issued ordinary share capital of the company in 
respect of the year ended March 31. This makes 
a total of 124 per cent. for the year (same). 

John Bolding and Sons, Ltd., have declared 
an interim dividend on the ordinary shares of 
5 per cent. actual, less tax, for the year ending 
December 31 (same). The dividend will be pay- 
able on August 8, 

The George Cohen 600 Group, Ltd., have 
recommended a final dividend of 8.5 per cent. 
less tax, on ordinary stock for the year ended 
March 31. 

Concrete Limited have recommended a divi- 
dend of 10 per cent., less tax, on the ordinary 
shares of the company for the year ended 
March 31. 

Keith Blackman, Ltd., have recommended a 
dividend of 15 per cent., less tax, on the ordin- 
ary shares of the company for the year ended 
March 31. 
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The Interbau Exhibition, 
Berlin 
(Continued from page 150) 


dwellings are of a type which was in use 

25 years ago. 

There is much more of interest to be 
found in the adjoining eight-storey block 
of Aalto. This building appears a little 
squat and drab at first, for in differing 
from most other architects, Aalto has 
shunned external colours. After closer 
study one begins to appreciate the subtle 
scale and proportions of this building. 
Each floor has a large variety of dwell- 
ings ranging from one- to five-room flats. 
The living rooms are very large and com- 
bined with the adjoining balconies and 
dining recesses convey a fine sense of 
space. Kitchens are screened off by a 
free-standing wall and for that reason 
they are mechanically ventilated. 

In the nine-storey block by Vago of 
France many dwellings have living rooms 
one-and-a-half storeys high. Sometimes 
ceilings are half a storey higher, some- 
times the floors half a storey below res- 
pective ceilings or floors of adjoining 
rooms. In the latter case half a flight 
of steps leads down into the living room 
from an adjoining dining recess. The 
western and southern walls of this build- 
ing are externally covered with large rec- 
tangular glass panels in shades of white, 
grey, blue and yellow, forming an inter- 
lacing pattern with the windows. 

The ten-storey block by the Swedes 
Jaennicke and Samuelson dominates the 
whole site and is likely to have a special 
appeal to British architects. The pre- 
cast concrete balustrades of the rear 
balconies are painted brick red, and the 
balustrades of the continuous balconies 
on the other side are duck-egg blue 
topped here and there by bright red 
canvas. The rest of the structure is white. 
The four public staircases are extensive- 
ly glazed and their delicate appearance 
provides a fitting contrast to the rest of 
the building which has loadbearing cross 
walls and prefabricated external wall 
panels with treble-glazed windows. Each 
flat has two store rooms, one of them 
being large enough to hold ladders, spare 
beds, etc. The living areas are very size- 
able measuring at least 300 sq. ft. in some 
cases. Here the architects provide a 
space which may be used as a study or 
children’s piay space. Several flats have 
been furnished by Swedish firms and 
they are not just furnished flats but 
museums of good taste. A representative 
readily provides information; all fur- 
nishings can be got, at a price! Many of 
the other buildings also have show flats, 
mostly furnished by leading German 
designers who sometimes betray a flam- 
boyance which may be a reaction to 12 
years of heavy neo-classicism. Oscar 
Niemeyer of Brazil has also designed an 
eight-storey block resting on triangular 
supports, but at the time of inspection it 
was not yet sufficiently advanced for a 
fair description of its likely merits. 

The neighbourhood includes a group 
of three- and four-storey blocks of flats 
but only one, designed by Professor Gott- 
wald. is complete. The architect has in- 
corporated an ingenious system of 


jacked-up unit partitions and cupboards 
which can be moved about at will. 

There will also be numerous groups of 
bungalows and terrace houses but so far 
only three bungalows by Professor 
Ludwig of Berlin have been completed. 
Their walls consist of storey-high 
rendered building units. The entrance 
and garden courts of these bungalows are 
given adequate privacy by attractive cor- 
rugated asbestos-cement panels seven 
feet in height and of a solidity unknown 
in Britain. 

Many of the other one-family houses 
and bungalows are of a standard which 
is quite out of reach of the average 
citizen. It does seem a pity that the 
briefing of the architects concerned did 
not specify more precisely the urgent 
need for a practical people’s house for 
which so many Germans long. 

It takes the visitor to this district 20 
minutes to get to the monster block of 
Le Corbusier in the wooded outer 
suburbs of Berlin. The position on top 
of a hill is superb, but whether the build- 
ing itself will equal this quality seems 
doubtful. When one has_ grown 
acquainted with the far more human 
scale of the buildings in the Hansa dis- 
trict, this block strikes one merely as a 
silo, a machine for living in and an ex- 
pensive monument to a romantic techno- 
erat. 


The Hansa District 


But to return to the Hansa district, all 
its attractions have not been sampled 
yet. The public library is complete, its 
rooms opening into a landscaped internal 
courtyard and its vestibule linked by a 
covered way with one of the ticket halls 
of the new Hansa Platz underground 
railway station. One descends by 
escalator but trains are not running yet, 
because the lines have not been laid. 
Instead a special car-driven exhibition 
train takes the visitor to the zoo station 
which adjoins one of Berlin’s main 
entertainment centres. Alternatively, one 
can get to the zoo station by suspended 
cable cars floating 30 ft. up in the air 
past the various buildings and across 
wooded parkland and canals. Visitors 
who want to get higher up can take a 
seat in a glazed sphere which is lifted 
up to a height of about 100 ft. by a tower 
crane. From there one can see the fas- 
cinating saddle roof of the new Congress 
Hall about half a mile away, near the 
border between East and West. The 
Americans have given this hall to the 
people of Berlin. 

In wooded parkland adjoining the 
Hansa district are about half a dozen tem- 
porary structures made of tubular 
scaffolding and covered with canvas. 
Here, various countries exhibit their 
efforts in the field of building and recon- 
struction. Only Venezuela has managed 
to build a permanent and somewhat 
eccentric structure. There are excellent 
three-dimensional displays by Cuba and 
Canada and the Netherlands have in- 
cluded a large working model (with real 
water!) of the drainage of Northern 
Holland. Here, the exhibition panels are 
colourful and of a distinctly Mondriaan 
tradition. In contrast the entry into the 
British Pavilion is dampening. In this 
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year of 1957 a panel Prominently «: 
played apologises for the diffi 7 
modern architecture in Britain “ey 
overcome until eventually it ph, 
acceptable. Excellent Photograph, 
excellent buildings hang around the f 
walls in a fashion that pictures Were , 
played in Victorian drawing rooms Int 
centre three models are being displ 
in coffin-like showcases. Untortunsi 
this is not the whole story of inadegy, 
public relations. The only British. 
tribution to this live architecture aia 
tion is three terrace houses by \ 
F. R. S. Yorke. Considering the ,j 
achievements in the field of British yj; 
ing and planning, should not Mr. Yor 
have been offered the design of g ‘a 
substantial building? 
Is it not time that people in Tesponsid) 
positions realised that British dome 
achievements must be shown more aj 
quately to the people of the worj 
Trade will surely follow the flag. 1; 
writer ventures to suggest that if 4 
British building trade organised an « 
hibition in West Berlin, displaying it 
prefabricated buildings and hats 
materials, people from Warsaw , 
Peking would rush to buy, and may 
more nations including the Germ 
would be duly impressed. 
If it is our exhilarating experience jj 
watch the reconstruction of the Hans! 
district a note of caution is not out of 
place. Fundamentally there is nothin! 
startlingly new here; all that is being di. 
played in the fields of planning, te}. 
niques and materials has been known or 
developed during the last 30 years. The 
layman is being forcefully reminded o 
the factors which make for a comfortabi 
and graceful 20th-century life.  Hov- 
ever, productivity in al! branches of ir. 
dustry would have to increase enor. 
mously and the cost of power would hav 
to fall substantially before the avery 
family could afford such comforts. 
Britain’s Part in the 
Exhibition 

THE Central Office of Informatio 
States that British participation in th 
exhibition, which is the first internation: 
building exhibition to be held in Euror: 
since the war, is on an ambitious sca 
The British section has been organised 
for the Foreign Office by the COI ani 
already, according to a_ representative 
present on the opening day (July 6), 
attracting ‘ tremendous interest.’ 
The British display of models ani 
photographs has been designed to preset! 
the best examples of contempora 
British architecture, combini 
modernity harmoniously with the fines 
traditions of the past. One of its mai 
features is the rebuilding of Coventry 
after the ravages of the war. Plans 0! 
the new Cathedral, designed by Mi 
Basil Spence, are on show, as well as pi 
tures of many areas of the city now unde’ 
reconstruction. ; 
Considerable space is also given 10 
Britain’s new towns, with especial attet: 
tion to Harlow, and building activites 
overseas in the Middle East, Ghana and 
elsewhere are also shown. Mr. 
Furneaux Jordan acting as consultant. 
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LMBA 
President on Implications of 
Firm Price Tendering 


[NTRODUCING the report at the 
half-yearly meeting of the LMBA on 
july 18, the President, Mr. W. Kirpy 
LainG, said that there were three aspects 
of the Association’s work which he felt 
he ought to emphasise. They were 
human relations, accident prevention and 
frm price tendering. 


‘Faced as we are in industry as a whole 
with threats of strikes and disagreement 
petween the unions and employers re- 
warding wages policies,’ said Mr. Laing, 
‘the whole aspect of human _ relations 
becomes more than ever vital. If we are 
io retain the men who are at present 
working for us we must ensure that their 
working conditions are as good as is 
reasonably possible. 

‘Accident prevention has been one of 
the main topics of the Association’s work 
this year, and we have received many 
congratulations on the work done by our 
Accident Prevention Committee and our 
Accident Prevention Conference. But 
conferences of this sort are useless unless 
the participants go away determined to 
put into practice what they have learned 
intheory, and it is essential that all mem- 
bers introduce a whole-hearted and 
sincere drive to reduce the number of 
accidents occurring on their sites.’ 

On firm price tendering, Mr. Laing 
said: ‘There have been many arguments 
about the equity of introducing firm price 
tenders at the present time, but the 
decision has been made by the Ministry 
of Works and basically we must all agree 
that the principle involved is a correct 
and proper one for our industry. In 
view of the likelihood of firm price 
tenders being called for on contracts of 
all sizes, our members must ensure that 
the conditions of tendering comply with 
the requirements recently published by 
our National Federation, the main factor 
being complete planning in advance. 

‘This is one of the doctrines we have 
been urging for a very long time, but so 
far without much avail. Now that we 
have the authority of the Government 
behind us perhaps we shall be listened 
to a little more readily.’ 


Among those who attended the meet- 
ing, in addition to eight past-presidents, 
was Mr. W. L. Brine, of Western 
Australia, a former president of the 
Master Builders of Western Australia and 
aformer Federal President of the Master 
Builders Federation of Australia. Mr. 
Brine is visiting a number of building 
sites during his stay in Great Britain to 
see if the old country has anything to 
teach the new on the subject of building 
techniques. 


The Half-yearly Report 
HE report of the London Master 
Builders’ Association was presented at 
the half-yearly general meeting of the 
Association held on July 18 at 47, Bedford- 
square. Following are extracts from the 
report, which was presented by the presi- 
dent, Mr. W. Kirby Laing: — 


Apprenticeship——Great importance is 
focused on the challenge to the industry 
presented by the increasing number of 
school leavers, and recruitment and train- 
ing policies should be the concern of all 
members. The president has issued a 
special memorandum in which he stressed 
the need for each member to take the 
maximum number of boys, even to the 
extent of creating vacancies. Special meet- 
ings of the Apprenticeship Committee have 
been held to examine and discuss certain 
proposals made for the revision of the 
National Apprenticeship Scheme which are 
at present under consideration by the 
National Federation. In view of the wide- 
spread interest the matter aroused, a full 
report including views obtained from Areas 
and Allied Trades Associations is being 
submitted to the National Federation. 

Another successful Conference of Youth 
Employment Officers was held in March 
when discussions were influenced by the 
near approach of the ‘ bulge’ in the birth 
rate and the consequent rise in the number 
of school leavers. The National Joint Ap- 
prenticeship Board is again sponsoring 
Apprenticeship Craft Competitions to be 
held at the Building Exhibition in 1957, 
towards the expenses of which the LMBA 
has decided to contribute the sum of £250. 
At the invitation of the Joint Apprentice- 
ship Committee, all technical schools in the 
London region have agreed to enter appren- 
tices for the competitions. 

LOC Advisory Committee 

Contract Matters—The LCC has ap- 
pointed an Advisory Committee, on which 
the Association is represented, to review the 
present system of control of construction of 
buildings in London, the Committee to have 
particular regard to the powers and duties 
of district surveyors. The organisations 
concerned have been invited to express thei 
views in reply to a questionnaire on a 
number of points in this connection. The 
matter has been referred to the Law and 
Parliamentary Committee who are seeking 
the views of members, 

Prevention of Accidents—The Accident 
Prevention Committee have been active 
during the year in bringing to the notice of 
members the urgent need for steps to be 
taken to minimise the accident rate in the 
building industry, to which HM Inspector 
of Factories has repeatedly drawn atten- 
tion. They felt that the first step of im- 
portance was to ensure the interest of em- 
ployers in this matter, and with that in view 
a special conference was held on May 3 
to which the principals of member-firms 
only were invited. There was a distinguished 
list of speakers. The Committee have been 
carrying out, on behalf of the National 
Federation, a review of posters available to 
the industry; they have made recommen- 
dations and are proposing to stimulate a 
poster campaign and to embark upon other 
related activities in the autumn. 

Reorganisation—The Council has spent 
considerable time examining the proposals 
submitted by the Administrative Committee 
for a measure of reorganisation of the 
Association. These proposals were placed 
before and discussed at area meetings 
during the spring, and a special general 
meeting will be called in the early autumn 
for consideration of the final recommenda- 
tions. 
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LONDON MASTER 
STONEMASONS 

Increase in Apprentices Expected 

FORECAST that the number of boys 

entering the stonemason industry as 
apprentices would be doubled over the 
next 12 months was made at the annual 
prize-giving of the London Association of 
Master Stonemasons, which was held .in the 
Council Chamber of the LMBA recently. 
Mr. H. R. Nash, president of the Associa- 
tion, presided, and the Master of the Wor- 


a 


shipful Company of Masons, Mr. V. B. 
Richardson, presented the prizes. 
In making the _ presentations, Mr. 


RICHARDSON said that his Company took a 
particular pleasure in fostering the craft of 
masonry, and one of the happiest ways of 
doing so was by supporting the prize fund 
for mason apprentices and in coming to the 
annual prize-giving. The craft of masonry 
had a long and honourable history. It was 
a creative craft, which gave delight to later 
generations as well as its own. 

Mr. E. L. Jones, the London Secretary 
of the Operatives, who had attended the 
practical examinations in which some 55 
boys took part, emphasised the importance 
of studying the technique and history of 
the craft, which had many resemblances to 
his own, carpentry. There was a lot of 
interest to be found in it. 

After the ceremony. the president of the 
LMBA, Mr. W. K. LAING, welcomed the 
apprentices to the headquarters of the 
LMBA. and invited them to take tea with 
his members. 

The prizewinners were as follows: 


APPRENTICES EXAMINATION, 1957 

Group 5 (over 47 months at trade): 1, E. H. 
Bishop, Damer Bros. Ltd.: 2, J. F. Lacy. 
Albion Stone Works Ltd.: 3, E. Rees, South 
Western Stone Co., Ltd. 

Group 4 (35 to 47 months): i, D. A 


Wandsworth Stonemasonry Wks.: 


Howard, 
2 Wandsworth Stonemasonry 


J. Gammon, 


Wks. ; 3, C. Barber, Marble Products Ltd. 
Group 3 (25 to 34 months): 1, V. Davis, 
Samuel Bysouth & Sons Ltd.; 2, J. Pestell, 
. South Western Stone Co., Ltd.; 3, F. Tilley, 
Wandsworth Stonemasonry Wks. 
Group 2 (13 to 24 months): 1, J. Atkins, 


Wandsworth Stonemasonry Wks.; 2, D. Chant, 
Webber & Corben Ltd.; 3, J. Curson, Albion 
Stone Works Ltd.: 4. C. Saunders, Wands- 
worth Stonemasonry Wks. 

Group 1 (up to 12 months): 1, P. T. Dixon, 
Wandsworth Stonemasonry Wks.; 2, M. C. 
Moore. South Western Stone Co., Ltd.; 3. 
W. R. Myers. Wandsworth Stonemasonry 
Wks.: 4, D. D. Cook, South Western Stone 
Co., Ltd.; 5. D. P. Cottiss, South Western 
Stone Co., Ltd. 


Cricket: End of Season Match 


THe LMBA Cricket Club ended its 
season recently, a not  over-successful 
one, with its annual match against the 


LCC Architects. The match took place at 
the Holloway ground at Earlsfield, and all 
went well for a time, the LMBA declaring 
at 224 for 6 (S. Wright 90 not out and A. J. 
Burns 65). Then the heavens descended, 
and the game had to be abandoned owing 
So the LMBA’s record for the 


to rain. 

season reads: 

Played Won Lost Drawn Abandoned 
4 0 2 | 1 


LMBA Educational Conference 

THe LMBA’s annual educational con- 
ference, the eighth of the series, will take 
place on Tuesday, November 5. in Iron- 
mongers Hall, Aldersgate-street, EC2. 


H* 








MONG the many and varied pieces of 

building equipment on show were, on 
the stand of Acrow (Engineers), Ltd., a dis- 
play of ‘Wallform’ and ‘Longform’ 
systems of formwork, and a new ‘ Handy- 
man’ trestle for the small builder and 
decorator. Rapid Metal Developments, Ltd., 
included in their exhibit steel formwork 
for the casting of inverted pyramid sewage 
tanks with sides at 60 degrees. 

Mills Scaffold Co., Ltd., introduced a 
scaffold system which is claimed to be quite 
revolutionary in that the frames slot into 
one another without the use of pins, clips, 
nuts and bolts, and so on. A prefabricated 
scaffolding system was also shown, the 
‘Sterling Safway,’ by Sterling Foundry 
Specialities, Ltd. A wide range of con- 
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A new electric sewage pump, from 
Sweden, shown by the Midland 
Tunnelling Co., Ltd. 





Muir - Hill 3S 
1 cu. yd. dumper 
with 12 hp Petter 
diesei engine, 


Shown by E., 
Boydell and Co., 
Ltd. 


‘ Calfdozer’ with 4 ft. 6 in. 

blade by Aveling Barford, 

Ltd. The blade can be 
swung for angle-dozing 


tractors’ plant and equipment was being 
shown by Thos. W. Ward, Ltd., including 
the new TWW portable Bulk Piler, and a 
new loading shovel. 

The Zinc Development Association had a 
small stand devoted to the supply of in- 
formation, both practical, in the shape of 
models, and in publications. The ‘ Redler’ 
power shovel is the latest addition to the 





The Dixon power float 
machine fitted with wire 
brushes for the preparation 
of concrete surfaces ; it can 
also be used for cleaning 
and levelling uneven finishes. 
By Columbus- Dixon, Ltd. 


The‘ Mudmaster’ hydraulic- 
ally operated diaphragm 
pump, by Auto Diesels, Ltd. 
The diaphragms are nylon 
reinforced neoprene 


THE BUILDER 


BUILDING PLANT 
EXHIBITION, 1957 


T™® exhibition was opened at Manchester on July 15 by the 
Rt. Hon. Hugh Molson, MP, Minister of Works, who is 
seen (left) with Mr. E. Ward and Mr. R. Howarth 


range of building equipment 


in the main pulling cable. 
dumper, the G.F., shown on 


Winget, Ltd., has a struck capacity of 16 cu. 
ft., a top speed of 10 mph, and is 4 ft. 8 in, 
wide, 8ft. long; it has a loading height 


Of Sit: 140. 
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Road Machines (Drayton), Ltd. 
overhead wire as the control wire is included 





supplied by 
It has no 


A_ new 3-00 
the stand of 
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is The ‘ Hydra- Digga and 
ee Major Loader,’ shown by 
J. C. Bamford (Excavators), 

Ltd., can be fitted to a 





yi variety of vehicles, and also 
My be used as a face shovel 
if 
if The ‘ Buildmaster’ model 
if 250N tower crane, by 
i) Abelson and Co. (Engineers), 
44) : Ltd., has a 72 ft. reach at 
iW | 92 ft. lift and 25 ft. reach 
i) at 143 ft. lift 
i St. lif 
Tractor- 
mounted 
compressor, 
by Holman 
Bros., Ltd., 
output 
FAD, 100 
Ib. | sq. in., 
125: efm, 


shown with 
hydraulic 





shovel 
, Left: ‘ Tractormount’ tractor-operated 8-ten roller, 
by E. V. Twose (Mfg.), Ltd., shown by Knutsford Motors, 


Ltd. 








ed by 
las no 
cluded 
}-ton 
nd of 
16 cu. 
. Sin. 
height 





New overshoot loader, by David Brown Industries, Ltd., 
which has a 50 hp diese! engine 





Far right : 5/7 cu. yd. 

muckshifting dumper, 

by Abelson and Co. 
(Engineers), Ltd. 


The Darlington ‘ Hy- 

Mobil 45’ mobile 

hydraulic crane shown 

by Brown and Tawse 

(Plant), Ltd., has a 

maximum lift of 
45 cwt. 














IN PARLIAMENT 


By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 


Tall Buildings in London 


\ 7HILE not ruling out a ‘ very tall build- 
; ing’ in principle, MR. HENRY BROOKE, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
believes that the prospect of erecting sky- 
scrapers in London must be approached with 
caution. Mr. Brooke, expressing this 
opinion in a written reply to Mr. Raymond 
Gower, who asked for a statement of policy 
on a limited experiment on July 16, defined 
skyscrapers as * buildings very much taller 
than anything that has yet been approved.’ 

Mr. BROOKE stated: A number of tall 
buildings has received planning approval in 
London, and in some of the major provin- 
cial cities. Others are under consideration. 
The factors that have to be taken into 
account are relationship of the building to 
neighbouring buildings or open spaces, the 
effect on skylines, the ratio of floor-space 
to the site, impact on traffic and the pro- 
vision to be made for off-street parking. If 
all these matters can be satisfactorily re- 
solved. I see no objection to a tall building 
in the right place. 

If by sky-scrapers Mr. Gower has in 
mind buildings very much taller than any- 
thing that has yet been approved, I think 
we have to approach the matter with 
caution. The factors to which I have 
already referred would apply, and the diffi- 
culty of securing a satisfactory result would 
increase with the height of the building. But 
I would not rule out even a verv tall build- 
ing in principle. 

There was some adverse criticism of the 
effect on the architecture of the South Bank 
of the Thames as seen from the Houses of 
Parliament by the Ministry of Works build- 
ing at Lambeth Bridge in a question by Mr. 
Hector HUGHES. He felt that the effect 
was spoiled by that building, and he urged 
the Minister of Works to take action to put 
on those offices a fagade which would be 
less out of keeping. 

Mr. HuGH MOLSON, in a written reply on 
July 16, said that he noted Mr. Hughes’s 
opinion. As Lambeth Bridge House was 
only held by his department on lease he had 
no right to alter the structure. 

The Minister was also asked about 
requisitioned properties held by his depart- 
ment in St. Marylebone, which could, if 
derequisitioned, be used as_ residential 
accommodation. 

Mr. Molson informed Sir Wavell Wake- 
field that no residential accommodation was 
held on requisition in St. Marylebone. His 
department held 99 houses in Regent’s Park 
Terraces under a special arrangement with 
the Crown Estate Commission, and leased 
accommodation in Montagu Mansions which 
should be vacated before the current lease 
expired in June, 1960. 


Prevention of Air Pollution 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government was asked a number of 
questions about the prevention of air pollu- 
tion on July 16. 

Mr. PHILIP NOEL-BAKER 
powers under his regulations 


asked what 
the Senior 


Alkali Inspector had to prevent air pollu- 
tion by electricity power stations. 
present. 


Mr. BROOKE: None at The 





question whether further classes of works, 
including power stations, should be brought 
within the scope of the Alkali Act has been 
the subject of a recent public inquiry, and 
I will reach a decision in due course. When 
the Minister of Power gives his consent to 
the construction of a new power station or 
the extension of an existing one, he normally 
requires the use of the most efficient methods 
reasonably practicable for the elimination 
of smoke and grit. 

Mr. Brooke informed Mr. Noel-Baker that 
there was a shortage of public health inspec- 
tors, who normally undertook air pollution 
duties, but he understood that there had been 
a marked rise in recruitment last year. He 
regretted that he could not say how many 
authorities had vacancies unfilled at the pre- 
sent time. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government whether he 
would include a public health inspector in 
the Clean Air Council. 

Mr. BROOKE: The constitution of the 
council has been completed, but I will bear 
in mind the claims of the public health 
inspectors when I have occasion to consider 
any fresh appointments. 


The Roads Programme 


(COMPLAINTS that British road con- 
struction methods lagged behind those 
in the United States of America and other 
countries were not accepted by the Minister 
of Transport in the Commons on July 17. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that on road works 
of comparable scale and character British 
methods of construction did not lag behind 
those of other countries. Greater speed 
would be achieved when jt was possible to 
undertake the construction of long con- 
tinuous sections of new roads and motor- 
ways. 

With that in view, the department's 
standard specification for trunk roads, which 
included a wide range of alternative forms 
of construction, had recently been revised 
in consultation with the Road Research 
Laboratory and the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors. 

SiR FRANK MEDLICOTT suggested that it 
seemed to take months to do stretches of 
road in Britain which in other countries 
were dealt with in weeks or even days. 

Mpg. WATKINSON Said that to be fair Sir 
Frank must compare like with like. He 
would find, where there were smal] delays 
in road construction, that under the roads 
in Britain there was a vast network of pipes, 
sewers and electricity mains, but in the wide 
open spaces of America there were none of 
those things. 

Mr. ERNEST Davies asked when the 
Minister would announce the next four-year 
road programme. There was a considerable 
time lag between the authorisation of 
schemes and their execution. The Minister 
had informed the House several times that 
several years elapsed from the time planning 
started, and until the programme was deter- 
mined it would be impossible to go ahead 
with planning. 

Mr. WATKINSON said’ that he had said a 
great many times what the main priorities 
were, and he was sure that Mr. Davies knew 
that. Those priorities were certainly ones 
that would carry on far longer than the exist- 
ing road programme. How they were to 
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fit in with more minor schemes was some- 
ing he was now considering. 

Mr. Davies asked if full Planning was 
going ahead with the priorities which the 
Minister had mentioned, but where autho- 
risation had not yet been given. ]t Was 
necessary to know what schemes would . 
authorised within the next four years, 5 
that preliminary planning could take Place 
at once. 

Mr. WATKINSON Said he did not think the 
department had issued authorisations four 
years ahead in complete detail. He had 
given an indication of the priorities jn Motor 
road schemes, and to deal with traffic diff. 
culties and other matters. 

In answer to further questions, he added 
that at the top of the priority list were an 
initial number of trunk roads of great bene- 
fit to commercial traffic. The Medway by- 
pass was among them. The road programme 
would be advanced as quickly as the nation’s 
economic and financial situation permitted. 


Cromwell-road Air Terminal 

The Minister of Transport was also ques- 
tioned about the cost and adequacy of the 
air terminal buildings now under construc- 
tion at Cromwell-road, and the arrangements 
to be made for the provision of an air ter- 
minal to deal with the increased number of 
passengers who were expected in the next 
five years. 

Mr. AtReEY NEAveE, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Transport and Civil Avia- 
tion, replied: The Minister is informed by 
Air Terminals, Ltd., the private company 
which is developing the new terminal at the 
Cromwell curve, that the buildings now 
under construction will cost £250,000 and 
will be adequate for the requirements of 
short-haul operators for 10 years. The site 
is capable of extensive further development. 
I understand that BOAC do not propose to 
use this terminal, but intend first to develop 
their present terminal in Buckingham Palace- 
road. 

Mr. BESWICK suggested that there had 
been a certain amount of drift in this matter 
This was the third air terminal which British 
European Airways had had to build since 
the war, and it would be inadequate for 
future needs. Because of the necessity of 
co-ordinating the requirements of the dif- 
ferent air transport companies, and as the 
railway link was bound up with this ques- 
tion, would the Minister devote more of his 
time to it? 

Mr. NEAVE said that the Minister was 
devoting a considerable amount of time to 
it. He agreed that it was bound up with 
the railway link, the future of the new 
Cromwell curve terminal and also of the 
BOAC building in Buckingham Palace-road. 
The matter was still under consideration 
between the airline corporations and the 
British Transport Commission. 

Mr. Wooppurn asked if the Gloucester 
road station would be extended to give an 
entrance to the new terminal, because the 
existing station was inconvenient for people 
travelling to the new terminal. 

Mr. NEAVE said that he would bear that 
in mind and inform the Transport Commis- 
sion. 

Mr. RANKIN said that there was a wide- 
spread belief among users of the terminal 
that a station was being built under the 
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terminal. Was that correct, or were they 
«9 go to Gloucester-road? 

Mr. NEAVE said that was not correct. 
There was no Station being made under the 
terminal. ‘The construction of the terminal 
was on the approach to the station. 

Mr. RoNALD RusseLL asked if, in view 
of the success of the construction of this 
terminal, the Minister would have a survey 
made to find out where else in the London 
area other main line or underground stations 
could be built over in this way. 

Mr. NeAve: Because of the high cost of 
construction and the limited number of suit- 
able sites, this matter does not lend itself 
to general treatment. It is for the British 
Transport Commission to consider the possi- 
bilities of individual sites with would-be 
developers. 

Mr. RUSSELL asked whether, while appre- 
ciating the high cost, Mr. Neave agreed that 
there must be a large number of sites on 
the railways leading out of London—at Pad- 
dington, King’s Cross, Euston and St. Pan- 
cras, of which some use could be made, 
bearing in mind what had been done at 
Cromwell-road. Could such sites be used 
for car parks, if not for buildings? 

Mr. NeAvVE said that the Transport Com- 
mission were well aware of what Mr. Russell 
suggested. They were prepared to consider 
leasing sites for development as car parks, 
and they were in touch with the organisa- 
tions likely to be interested. 

Mr. JAMES GRIFFITHS contended that it 
would not be a difficult or expensive project 
to construct a subway from the new air 
terminal to the Gloucester-road station. 

Mr. NEAVE said that he would bear that 
in mind, but would require notice of it. 

# The views of the chairman of the Federa- 

tion of Civil Engineering Contractors on the 


speed of road construction are given on page 
180.—Epb. 


The Mining Subsidence Bill 


THE Opposition gave notice in the House 

of Lords on July 15 that they would 
seek to extend the period of retrospection 
of the Coal Mining (Subsidence) Bill beyond 
that of 18 months which the Government 
had inserted in the measure during its pass- 
age through the Commons. 

Viscounr HILL, formerly a miner, speak- 
ing on the second reading, urged the Minis- 
ter not to close his mind on the matter of 
tetrospection, although it was true that for 
some dwelling houses it would cover a period 
of 18 months. The 1950 Bill was just an 
experiment and he would like this Bill to 
go back to 1950. It should be retrospective 
for at least three years instead of the period 
in clause 11. 


LorD MACDONALD OF GWAENYSGOR, also 
a miner for many years, said that he wel- 
comed the clause which provided retrospec- 
tive payments, and the Opposition would 
try to press the Minister to go a little further 
back. If that could be done it would be well 
accepted not only in the House but in the 
mining areas as well. 

LorD MILLs, Minister of Power, said that 
the question of retrospection was always 
difficult. It was never easy, even when facts 
Were more apparent than they were in this 
Case, and the further back the period was 
put the more one added to the difficulties. 
The Government had tried to deal with the 


question of payment for house property on 
a realistic basis. 

During the debate, the Bishop oF DERBY 
referred to compensation for the necessity 
of structural precautions in new buildings. 
It could happen, he said, that when new 
buildings were in prospect, and he instanced 
a religious denomination wishing to erect 
a new church, the planning authorities in 
the interests of security, if there be a risk 
of the building being undermined, might re- 
quire reinforced and correspondingly expen- 
sive foundations as a condition of the grant 
of planning permission. The ends of justice 
would be served if the Government could 
find it possible for a provision in the Bill 
to meet that point. 

LorD MILLs said that this matter was one 
to which they had given earnest thought, 
because obviously if it was desired to put a 
new church in a mining community it was 
a little hard that the members of that church 
might have to bear the cost of reinforcing 
their building. But unfortunately that was 
not the only case. It might not even be the 
only case so far as the Church Commis- 
sioners were concerned. 

There were all kinds of buildings which 
made up a mining community, and it would 
place an intolerable burden on the Coal 
Board if the Government tried to legislate 
for them to bear the cost of strengthening 
all the new buildings. He could not hold 
out any possibility of legislation in that 
matter. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


The Thermal Insulation Bill 


ON the same day the House of Lords 
~ passed the Thermal Insulation (Indus- 
trial Buildings) Bill through all its remaining 
stages, without any discussion, no amend- 
ments having been tabled for the com- 
mittee stage. 

The measure subsequently received the 
Royal Assent at a Royal Commission on 
July 17. 

Siting of Nuclear Power Stations 

HE failure of the Government to see 

what sites were already in the pos- 
session of one department or another before 
taking some new virgin area for the erection 
of nuclear power stations, nuclear research 
establishments or other projects was roundly 
condemned by Lorp Lucas OF CHILWORTH 
in the House of Lords on July 16. 

Speaking on the second reading of the 
Winfrith Heath Bill, which deals with the 
extinguishing of common rights on 700 acres 
of heathland in Dorset which are to be the 
site of a new nuclear research establish- 
ment, Lord Lucas expressed some apprehen- 
sions. It always appeared to him that when 
the Government wanted land for a project, 
he said, they never went to see what there 
was in the possession of another depart- 
ment, they always took a virgin site. He 
cited the instance of the Bradwell nuclear 
station. Foulness island, in the Thames 
Estuary, was within a mile of Bradwell: it 
had been taken over during the 1914-18 war 
as a gunsite and had never been used for 
anything since. 

That for some reason was not acceptable, 
and the department had to acquire some- 
thing else within a naile. At a time like 
this, when all of them, irrespective of party, 
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were fearful of inflation—and one of the 
greatest incentives to inflation was Govern- 
ment expenditure—he wondered whether 
the Minister of Power would think it oppor- 
tune to review whether some of the other 
places in which taxpayers’ money had been 
expended, could not be used in future. 

He knew that Winfrith Heath had every 
virtue desired by the Atomic Energy Autho- 
rity. These places always had. He sus- 
pected that the sites were chosen, and the 
reasons for choosing them were then built 
around the site afterwards. ‘I am not 
entirely carried away by the argument that 
these virgin spots of great beauty are the 
only spot on which places like this can 
be built. 

‘I suppose a huge amount of money will 
be sunk in this site, yet there are already 
hundreds of sites throughout the country 
already owned by Government departments 
which are not being used at all and are lying 
derelict. There are about 100 aerodromes 
belonging to the Air Ministry.” He wondered 
whether it would be wise for the planning 
for these nuclear power stations to be re- 
examined. 

Lorp MILLS, Minister of Power, said that 
he was keen to give the House an assur- 
ance that this site had not been carelessly 
chosen. The search for a new establish- 
ment began in 1955, and more than 70 sites 
had been examined. Many authorities had 
been consulted in the search for a site. He 
had a list of 26, and they included a number 
of Government departments. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


The Super Grid 

Earlier in the day, the Minister was ques- 
tioned about the varying of the location of 
the 275Kv super-grid, during which he 
pointed out that the difference in cost be- 
tween transporting current by overhead lines 
and by underground cables was about 
£280,000 a mile. 

He said that except in very exceptional 
circumstances the undergrounding of cable 
was not practicable. The cost of an over- 
head line was about £20,000 a mile and the 
cost of undergrounding was about £300,000 
a mile. Even then, because of underground- 
ing. there were considerable losses of elec- 
tricity and there had to be boosting by 
means of stations. 

It was evident that the changes in the 
generation of power which had been occur- 
ring had made necessary a re-examination 
of the lines of the super-grid. It was much 
more economic to face facts and do away 
with a line rather than carry on one 
which should not now be erected or com- 
pleted. [This was a reference to a question 
by Lord Lucas about the abandoning of the 
275Kv super-grid between Fleet in Hamp- 
shire and Drakelow in Derbyshire.] 

The Government were advised that the 
generation in small nuclear power stations 
of the electricity required in the country was 
unlikely to prove economic in future. Tech- 
nological progress was making it economic 
to produce increasingly large quantities of 
electricity by each generating unit, but it 
would remain necessary to transport large 
blocks of power over considerable distances 
by means of the super-grid system. It would 
be necessary to provide connections from 
the atomic power stations to the super-grid 
at convenient points. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 
AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


; Zs. d. 
Pit Ballast ‘ ses — oe one «. per yd. a oe 
Pit Sand sais an vas oan ee sien os 146 
Washed Sand ... bse a — cas oe 5 : ee ee. 
Zin. Shingle... mn seo Sie — ove - 1-4 40 
4 in. Broken Brick... — ans ‘Sion ‘isi “ £029 
Pan Breeze - ‘ee ig 10 9 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton 3° 35-30 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 

CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site iis . per ton 512 0 

1 to 6 tons, site = 6 4 0 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site ‘ 6.22"6 

1 to 6 tons do. site *» 6 14 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots _ + 812 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to 780s. Od. me ton. 
White Portland Cement o ; — $5 13:17 
Under | ton per cwt. 16 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid H: ardening ) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards .. per ton 7 4 6 
Super Cement (W aterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s. Od. to £14 Ss. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


nd 


Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ~ 1510 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loz ads at Railwa ay y Depot, 

London , vy 617 6 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 

sites) ... see oss “ oa ss ... per cwt. a 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks ‘ae ss ewe bs -. per1,000 1314 6 
Second Hard Stocks ... ~_ wee _— see re 12°43 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) se aoe safe pee me 9 4 0 
Mild Stocks... ‘ 819 O 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2iin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in A 


District Commons ... ats ins _ ‘ ss 518 0 
Cellular do. gee sale — _ sae - yes eae 
Keyed do. sae wie a ce — - 6 0 0 
Rustics : — sis om _ on 95 710 O 
Cellular Rustics - “ -_ cis sais 5 710 O 
Single Bullnose Commons — a ee * 712 6 
Sandfaced ... ike soe eee eee oe ” 810 O 
Tuscans sie = ose wee _ iis $5 9 5 0 
Saxons ‘ see one es app we ss 9-430 
Golden Buffs are _ io sis ne ie 10 0 0 
Dapple Light wes - 10 7 6 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ ie a 29 15° 6 
», Bullnose (London Stations) ... se as $3 30 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... — se ie 26 19 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) oes see - 10 8 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) . aise *s 10: 2 9 
— ‘Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) age z 758-6 
2¢in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) Sas ae ME = ie cee ‘5 29° 9:9 
3 in. do. (London Stations) re aa e ay eee 
34 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) : of 37 10° 0 
2: in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London sites) Pn 15 18 6 
*: ra + woamaaass made Multi Red Facings (London — 
241 = Thand- made Sandfaced F Red Facings (London a 


sites) . ° ” 





£s @ 
per 1,000 16 13 ¢ 


2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Cherry Red Facings, Berk- 


shire district (London sites) ; > 18 14 9 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... ae + 18 14 0 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) ... ‘s 42 17 6 
23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

.(London sites) Pr 13 14 9 
2§ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) nA 15 6 0 
Glazed Bricks (London s sites), ‘White, Ivory, E ‘Brown— 

Stretchers... ees 5 64 0 0 

Headers , ; was eae we 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and 43i in. Flats | aaa 7 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... ue Ris see = mf 85 0 0 

Double Headers... ee nee aes awe ip 77 10 0 

One side andtwoends_ eae ae — - 87 0 0 

Two sides and oneend nee oes nee a 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints ae ‘is 83 0 0 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 324 % for Best quality and 
plus 324% less 10°% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HOLLOW CLay PaArtTiTION BLOocKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads 
oat ae ee ise 140 yds. vee . aad ydisup, 4 5 
*2} in. ae 140 yds. ee + ms 4 8 
*3 in. (3 cavity) 120 yds. § § 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) awe 110 yds. na ; pe 57 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ane 95 yds. eee sf 6 10 
6 in. (83 in. < 5¥§ in.) 1,250 leche : per 1,000 26 18 0 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
iT are aa ae 100 yds. ae . per yd. sup. a9 
ZEA, oss ase one 85 yds. aoe a He 44 
Sin: vee see ‘oe 75 yds. ses oa a 3 
Ain. ese a aes 55 yds. ee sae ms 6 5 
CRANHAM 
2. sas see See ee aus ree wee a 6 9 
2a sss eae alas eae wee see ae ne 73 
; ne oe ed ae mes ae See 3 8 9 
es ae se = s 10 9 
an in. Load bearing quality oe = ua 11 10 
MOLER PARTITION “Blocks. 
2 in. ae dane see 150 yds. eee — ys 16 0 
2EiNs wes apy oa 120 yds. ee ss Je 16 6 
3 in. its See AES 100 yds. Ses eae .; 17 0 
90 yds. 1I9 9 


in. oe 
LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKs OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


i er eae aa 100 yds. ne vee sa 5 10 
2}in. ... sa sae 80 yds. am see < me. 
Su ° aes ace Se 65 yds. ase ais ia 8 2 
C36. sxx ooo woo 50 yds. aes se 3 os 
44 in. ... ose dive 44 yds. za an me 10 4 
Gin, oe eee 33 yds. ; 13 10} 
THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLocks 
2H iN; “xe 144 yds. 7 0 
“ THERMALITE- YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOcKs 
San. aes a8 6 120 yds. ais a ms 8 5 
4in. ase ay 90 yds. ae uae ie 11 0 
Sin. ae ape eae 72 yds. re ae. a 13-9 
SS ae ee eae 60 yds. ee a a 16 6 
oo ges Sei 42 yds. rae Pe 338 


FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER TILES 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. sich 12 in. delivered in full 


lorry-loads ... aimed 34 1 
4 in. GO. «is van Sa aa oon ; Ss 36 10 0 
5 in. MO.) 2%. eas se eas ave sea a 43 15 0 
Shin. GdOy Si ais te OC Gee, Re wee 49 19 0 
Aun “4dr! as. eee | ae) SL ba 61 8 0 
8 in d re x 71 19 0 


12" %3"xs 
12”:« 4" x 3” do. do. 15 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standard 

List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
yA +20% 


eee er : eee sic oa os 
“Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1,000 multiples 42 15 0 
73 


Over 2 tons 
Best Quality... —28% +13} ; 
BSS Best do. ... +10% —23% +10% + 133% +10% - +20% 
Tested Quality ... +374 %— 24% +374 + 133% +374% 20% 
BSS Tested do. +474°2—28% 4474%4133% © +474°%2+20% 
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sTONEWAR 


3 in. wer* Dr. 
4in. . 
6 in. > 
9 in. do. . 


DAMP COU 


Hessian base bi 
cut to wall v 
delivered Lot 
Asbestos base ¢ 
Lead lined bitu 
18 in. X 9 in. I 
14in. X 9 in. 

Jin. X 9 in. 

18in. X 44 in. 
}4in. X 44 in. 
Jin, X 44 in. 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park 
St. Aldhelm 
Delivered 
B.R. We 
Doulting Stone 
Beer Stone. 
Portland Stone 
Brown Whit! 
delivered i 
Southern | 
Yorkshire Stor 
Delivered to 
Qin. X 3 in. 
stooled cills 
12in. X 6 in. 
12in. X 3 in. 
Qin. X 3 in. 
I4in, X 6 in. 
44in. X 9 in. 
3in. sawn two 
Templates and 
thick, edge 
do. 
brickwork 
Hard York— 
12in. X 2 it 
14in. X 3 1 
and front 
}2in. X 6in. 
2in. Rubbed 
2in. Sawn P% 


TILES AND 


Delivered Loni 
Machine-made 

Lincolnshire 
Hand-made Pa 
Hand-made D 
Hand-made 10 
Machine-made 
Hand-made H 
Machine-made 
Concrete tiles 

do. 

Note.—Break 


SLATES 


First-quality § 
paid in full 
1,000 actual 
24 x 12 
22 x 12 
2x ii 
20 x 12 
20 x 10 
18 x 10 
wx SF 
16 x 10 
16x 8 


Note.—Break 


TIMBER 


Softwood— 
Joinery qua 
Carcassing | 
1 in. Tongu 

Hardwood— 

Mahogany - 

0. 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, ete.—continued 


g 
3 in. sar hens “— (in _ in. sensed ee» per 1,000 11 
4in. por ese ; 15 
6 in. = ae me ‘ a ees ni 31 
Qin. do. ... nae een sea aa 3 59 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 
delivered London area. : . per yd. sup 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. - 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. Bh 
18 in. X 9 in. British damp course slates ... .-. per 1,000 43 
14in. X 9 in. do. do. a os 32 
Jin. X 9 in. do. do. pe 18 
18 in. X 44 in. do. do. a 19 
I4in. X 44 in. do. do. es 15 
Jin. X 44 in. do. do. ° ee a 10 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park . per ft. cube 
§t. Aldhelm Box Ground» 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area } a 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region . ‘a 7 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Qualit ye 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
stooled cills ... ..perft.cube 4 
12in. X 6 in. do. “do. . ; sa 2 
12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ‘ ya 2 
12in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping a 3 
l4in. X 6 in. do. do. se 2 
44in. x 9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face... a 2 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes .». per ft. sup. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork .perft.cube 1 
do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork eas oe ee ane - 1 
Hard York— 
12 in. X 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 
14in. X 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on si 
and front sis . perft.cube 2 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... = 2 
2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes .. per ft. sup. 
2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 3 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district za ma aa 29 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 3S 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 59 
Hand-made 104 x 6% tiles Berkshire district eee eee 15 
Machine-made 10$ x 6$ Staffordshire district ... asa 14 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. coe eee 1 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... see nrc 1 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 site tes vee aa 8 
do. Interlocking (49S) as 19 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
24 x 12 as , 143 
max 12 ‘ 116 
mx i een Bae lee eee eee eee 105 
20 x 12 aaa wae eee eee eee eee ea 99 
20 x 10 2 - wes eve - 94 
18 x 10 <i ae eee 65 
wx. 9 eck ‘ 57 
16 x 10 B 51 
16x 8 40 


Note.—Breakage in teansit, purchasers’ seaponsibility. 
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TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality ne aie Ex Wharf per standard £115 to £140 
Carcassing quality . do. om £97 to £102 
lin. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. a £110 0 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany —African S.E. do. per ft.cube 110 0 
do, Honduras do. do. Pe a a 
Oak European do. do. es 2 S06 
do. Japanese do. do. pe 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. pe 200 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. “a 317-6 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. pe 1 5 0 





DOORS (in Lots I-11) 


Delivered London area. £ 
13 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 


2% Om. x 6R6in. ... == oe nee eacb 1 

2 ft.3 in. x 6ft.6in. ... aa ed PoE pa 1 

2ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. ... ses ua et a 1 

2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. bi 2 
2 in. do. but top os open. “Pattern 4 x 'G in deal 

2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 - ee 2 

2 ft. 9 in. ot ans : 2 
2 in. 2 Panel, top “we ae " Pattern 2 x G in deal 

2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 ase daa aaa a a 2 

2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 a aa eee eco ox *» 2 
SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 


quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. 
1} in. do. (67 yds. tol ton)... aa ‘a 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to lton) ... aad - 
23 in. do. (45 yds. tol ton)... Pon e 
3 in. do. (39 yds. tol ton)... pe 


Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per } in. of thickness. 
+ in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


- 100 sq. ft. 2 
4 in. Hardboard do. = a oe ; 2 
ts in. do. zy “aa eee & 
f, in. Asbestos Flat Buidin ~ Sheets aa : per yd. sup. 
in. oO . ae eas pe aa es 
Roofing Felt, “Leply was “oe se aaa me 
do -ply a as aia ea pa 
Best Scotch Glue in slabs... <a ese . per $cwt. 5 
pearl wae eee . aa bi S 
Croid cm aaa oe aaa --- 28 Ib. 2 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Tots) . per ton 73 
do. 4 in. and up (l-ton lots) . “aa Ss 69 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) aaa +s. per cwt. 3 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) aa eae e a 
METALS 
STEEL JOISTS, ETC. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin.,8in. x Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. X 6in., 
12 in. X 6 in. — cut to lengths 4 ne 
London area é . per ton 48 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 1 in. 4in. X Him. ... ais aoa a 3 
3 in. X 3 in. ae oan po “s aaa ba 2 
4in. X 3 in. aaa ida waa ia “xa as 2 
10 in. x 4} in. Yea —_ ee aaa eae ‘a 1 
Sin. xX 24 in. Sim, % Sie ase ‘ae sa we 1 
43 in. x 1} in. ‘ie ae aaa da je: 3 
Sin. x 44 in. 7 in. X 34 in. 13 in. X Sin ee 
6 in. X 3 in. 24 in. x 74h in. ... ea fue ai 2 
6in. X 4} in. 7in. xX 4 in. 8in. x 4 ysl 1 
9 in. X 4 in. Wm «Sm ... F ” 
Zin. * 5 in. y 2 Oe eee aa on ‘~ 1 
9 in. X 7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. X 8 in. 
14 in. x 5} in. 14 in. x 6 in. 14 in. X 8 in. 
5m. *« 5 m: 15 in. X 6 in. 16 in. X 6in a 
16 in. X 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. X 7 in. 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. X 6$in. 20in. x7} in.J 
Steel angles average price... aaa eee a fe 50 
Steel tees average price “a «aa “a 51 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted ee eee «ae ‘a 67 
Compound girders... aaa “aa ‘a oa a 74 
Stanchions “ce aa aa ion pes es 79 
Compound stanchions — se aad pe 84 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins | wea eco ja 97 

Average prices not for awkward work. 

Angle cleats and § in., 3 in. and ¢ in. bolts mmnes 
price London area . per cwt. 5 

FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 

Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 

to BSS785 ex —— — = in. diam., and 
upwards . per ton 46 
4 in, diam. ... ses aaa iad aa Jaa » extra 8 
+5 in. do. eee eee ose ose eee eee 6 
elk. “Qe hc er ee aca jes aad wi 4 
fo a ae pee co ou $e pen ms 3 


MiLp STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 


175 
s. d. 
16 ©O 
17 6 
18 6 
0 6 
9 0 
ll 6 
3 0 
5 °@ 
6 2 
8 0 
9 Ob 
|) oe 
12 74 
2 6 
1 6 
2 6 
43 
5 9b 
1 9 
2 2% 
0 0 
5 0 
6 0 
0 6 
10 0 
6 10 
Gra 
2 6 
10 0 
10 0 
b 
10 @ 
15 0 
5 0 
8 @ 
0 0 
5 0 
0 © 
10 0 
5 0 
5 0 
12 6 
0 @ 
10 UW 
0 0 
12 6 
10 0 
§ 0 
12 0 
32 @ 
12 0 
2 0 


List prices and following discounts : 


Galvanised Tube— Malleable 
Under 1 ton Over 1 5 a W.I. Fittings Fittings 
Class A +123% + 74% Light +35% Mallcable List 
Class B +24 % + 19 & Heavy +424% —203%+40% 
Class C +423% +373% 
Black— 
Class A — 8% —134% Light +223% Malleable List 
Class B + 44% — 3% Heavy +304% — 203% 
ClasC +193% +144% 
CL eae ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Gutters Nozzles Stop 
Ends 
3 in. aaa ea Ane 3/113 3/6 1/- 
34 in. na oie a 4/3} 3/10 1/- 
4in. wae nae aaa aa 5/63 4/4 1/6 
4hin. aoe << wae 6/14 4/10 1/10 
5 in. a3 ‘ eas 6/94 5/3 2/1 
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METALS—continued 
C.I.0.G. GUTTERS 
Stop 
Gutters Nozzle Ends 
3 in. . sae és ee x 5/14 4/7 1/3 
34 in. ‘ és 5/84 4/7 1/6 
4 in. . ‘ 6/34 4/10 1/10 
4} in. 6/94 5/6 2/1 
5 in. . 7/54 6/4 2/5 
Cl. “RAIN-V -WATER Pires 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths ipe Bends Branches 
2 in. ; - ene sie as 8/54 4/4 6/3 
24 in. ese sue _ _ a -~ 8/54 4/10 8/4 
3 in. sik abs _ was — = 9/6 6/- 9/- 
Jf —_—_ sue cae ses ase ..- 10/9} 7/1 10 10 
4in.... ose sas 12/6 8/7 12/10 
“LCC. " CoaTED SoIL PIPES 
2 in. ese nee ° 9/73 7/5 ~ 
Ze. oss ves cn 10/14 83 i 3 
3 in. a sien ms — i 11/43 9/-- 13/4 
3hin. ... <n iis ase ie 12/84 11/3 15,6 
4 in. 14/5} 12/6 18 4 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 ewt. lots 

only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 20° 

and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2$ per cent. 
L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN Pipes 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qt. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. a _— Ses ao «SCO 1 17 33/6 23/- = 4/- 
6 in. eee os 2£ OO | 49/2 61/3 98/- 
ASBESTOS RAIN -WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. ace peryd. 4/3 4/64 5/6 7/34 
Shoes... each 2/9 3/- 3/7 4/10 
Single Branches sae “ 4/4 5/1 6/1 8/6 
Bends square or obtuse piss ‘iy 3/- 3/4 4/4 6/1 
Swan Necks 43 in. proj. 55 3/4 4/4 4/10 6/9 
‘> 6 in. Ss son 3/7 4/4 5/5 7/3 
AsBEsTOsS O.G. Gutters AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4} in. Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths per yd. 4/1 4/54 5/4 6/44 
Drop ends ee — sea) “RCN 3/3 3/9 4/5 5/2 
Stop ends a ses -— me 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 
Angles bee _ ‘si > 3/4 3 “4 48 5/5 
Nozzles sae ar ees 5 3/3 3/S 4/5 5/2 
Union Clips 1/7 ] it 2/4 2/8 
ASBESTOS Hat. ‘ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 4} in. Sin. 6in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths... per yd. 2/10 3/43 3/54 4/1 5/8 
Drop ends each 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 410 
Stopends ... i - -/11 1/- 1/1 1/2 14 
Angles ies see ss 2/8 3/- 3/4 3/7 4/10 
Nozzles _ oss 95 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 410 
Union Clips pam is 1/2 1/3 1/4 1/6 2/3 
Per ton basis 
in London 
SS. a: 
{ron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant vinnie we a ao TF 36 
Mild Steel Bars pis eis , ne eee 43 18 O 
Mild Steel Hoops ts ne. es was a reer. ae 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— ES 
20 gauge " aoe eee see aes aes 36 62 66 
24 gauge pam ar wae se pre sn ees 60 12 6 
26 gauge tats oun ses 63 12 6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets "t ft. to 9 ft. “= 
20 gauge os aie ; sie sin ss 66 10 O 
24 gauge eis wie eae aie Sis ae Sis 10: 0.0 
26 gauge ... ase Sis ‘ais OSD 
Galvanised flat sheets C. R. and C. A.— 
20 gauge és re ees wee os 360-09 
24 gauge _ sae sass ans ioe —_ sso “ETD -O 
26 gauge - wae “a so age su oe Oris 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) E .§. dh 
Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... .. per Ib. 2 41 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) a ‘5 2 8t 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) 9 2 10 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) + y A 
Coiled strip for flashing 99. 71% purity 22 SWG (12 in. 
wide) ie 3 O$ 


Corrugated “sheet, ‘BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. 32 in. x 20 SWG 

Corrugated deci BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG. 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 


per sheet 112 6 


m 1 


_ 
oo 


Profile 8 ft. x 31? in. x 20 SWG a Mi <7 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding : per ‘Tb. 2 9 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round 6 2 63 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle abe - 3 6 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE1OW P 1 in. diam. round _,, 2h 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14 in. O/D x 20 SWG a 4 4} 
Tubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 13 in. O, D x SWG ite. = See 5: 3 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. 4in. Zin. Lin. Ifin. lhin. 2ip, 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/65 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws sis 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 9316 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 ~ 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron oe zee ree 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165). 
din. Isin. Zin. 3in. 3hin. 4in, 
Caps and screws a he 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155)3 
Brass sleeves 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 94/5 


1x6 |b. 13 x 6 Ib. 2x7 Ib. 3x7Ib, 
Lead P. trap with brass cleaning 


screws ... es eae can (OSS 85/6 137/- 234/~ 
Lead S. trap. do. - ae. OS 102/6 168/3 302/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ sia sis ee. 1 cwt. lots 332/- 14 lb. lots per Ib, 3 6 
Tinmen’s “ae ca “— Pe » 408/- a - 1 
Blow pipe one ie ae » » ll/- a in 4 3 


Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 253d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt, 


Extra 

d. d. d, 
in. X 19 gauge .. 14} Total per Ib. 40$ approx per ft. li 
ain. xX 19 ,, seo VS a i. SR aS ra 15 
bins 18° sso allt a ee) me - 234 
It in. x 18° .,, arr ie +s » 36% % $ 28 
2p. X AS <; seu OS - s “3On - *” 334 
2: 30: 17 124 38} ; 53} 


Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras per ton £267 0 0 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 9 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) a 8 6 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) a * ee 
BrAss TUBES 
Brass tubes basic ee plus g oa and manufactur- 
ing extras ; i e ag Mes per Ib. 1 9} 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


So 

Lead Sheet, English, 35 lb. substance and upwards perton 130 5 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils : 4 a 132 10 0 

Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. - 134 0 0 

over 4 in. dia. oe a 136 0 0 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ; 134 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under I ton 

5 cwt. and under | ton ‘ as per cwt. 20 

3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. < 4 0 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. 6 0 


” 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. “priced ‘specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £80 15s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site perton 8 2 3 
do. White do. do. ‘ a sit 3 
Siripite Coarse do. do. sas B 8 4 3 
do. Fine do. do. ete 5. 8 12 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ve sss sibs s 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. se as bee pa 5 17-6 
do. (White) do. a — ror = 650 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. se ae nn a a ey 
do. (W hite) do. e 5 14 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in t. ton loads ‘ 11 11 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads cE, ll 6 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads We a2 se ie 210 1 
Hair percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 4 
1,200 yds. * 2 3 
Do. Insulating do. “3 in. thick 600 yds. “and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ; ou e 30 
1,200 yds... = 2 11 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one delivery 
Delivered site F ie see eee » 7A 
1,200 yds... Fa 2 6 
Do. Insulating do. 7 in. thick 600 aaah ‘and over 
in one delivery. Desivered site ... » 3 3 
1,200 yds. ... ne Orn ane ce dae » 3 2 
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livered Lon 

g Disten 

Ceshable Dis 
Gloss Paint 


Ground White 
Genuine Whit 
Genuine Red 
Genuine Lins¢ 
Size XD quali 
Raw Linseed | 
Boiled Linseec 


Turpentine sul 
do. 


Solignum, Bro 
Creosote (40 ¢ 
Paste Powder 
White Lining - 


VARNISHE: 


Delivered Lon 
Oak Varnish, | 
Oak Pale Cop: 
Hard Drying ‘ 
Crystal Paper 
Eggshell Flat ' 
Finest Carriag 
Front Door V. 
Japan Gold Si 
Black Japan 
Brunswick Bla 
Berlin Black 
Terebene 
Knotting (1 gz 
French and Br 


GLASS 


Delivered Lon 
18 oz. Sheet G 
ROE ys 
260z. 4, 
Oe is 
} in. Rolled PI 
& in. and 3 in. 








Aberdare .... 
Abergavenny 
Abingdon ....... 








Ashbourne UD . 
Ashby-de-la-Zou 
Ashby Woulds | 
Ashford (Kent) . 
Ashford (Middl 


Ashton-under-L; 
Aspatria and Bré 
Atherstone RD , 
— 
Axminster 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


fa 
vered London area 
ane Distemper... eco eee “as oe percwt 1 7 6 
Vashable Distemper eee “0 ae ‘sae ne * 2 € 
Gloss Paint e.. per gal. 212 «0 
Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 ‘cwt. drums) - percwt. 3 11 O 
4 LEAD — AND > Ons. ‘atin 
White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 
= White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lots in 1 gal. tins per gal. 3 2 6 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg. ate percwt. 6 7 O 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg <a — 214 0 
Size XD quality 28 lb. sae «per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra ike e. per gal. 18 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) GOs ses aaa aee ne 19 0 
is SUNDRIES P 
tine ee (5 rc y rums extra . aad * 

ba ——— a. =< . 4 7 


ene, meme (5 gal. cans) Exterior... eee ee 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) a 


m™ NN OO 
NOwh ATW 


Paste Powder (1 Ib. a per Ib. 
White Lining Paper oF per piece + 
VARNISHES, etc. 
vered London area 
fs Varnish, Outside or Inside aes +. per gal 290 0 
Qak Pale Copal do. .. a ne sue aa he 200 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside aa ane aes 2 2 0 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... Bee ns aaa By 2 8 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... dea ea mee pe 260 
Finest Carriage Varnish aaa ass wes ae Fai zt sé 
Front Door Varnish ... eee ae awe eee re 246 
Japan Gold Size cee eee ane oes eas aa 118 O 
Black Japan... one a sea aa san a 116 O 
Brunswick Black see wae aaa axe sae ae Piz 6 
Berlin Black... axe ad sas aie px ~ 110 0 
Terebene xa eau “aa pe 117 0 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... AEE nce wee oa 2s 6 
French and Brush Polish (do.) re aa “a ‘ 220 
GLASS 
per ft. super 

Delivered London area & & 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality-Cut Sizes 74 
24 0zZ. ” ” ” ” ” ” 9f 
. = st = * 0» * 1 Of 

” ” ” ” 1 3t 
ve "Rolled Plate Se “a ee ais «ie 103 
4 in. and 4 in. Rough Cast eee das pes aes a 
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per ft. super 
$4 in. Figured Rolled and senate siervene panes & ¢ 

White Group 1 = 10} 

do. Group 2.. ~ are aaa By sie 1 2 
do. Standard Tints” jt ae aa oes aaa 1 8 
do. Special Tints . 3 4 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, » Reediyte and 

Luminating cps 3 1 3% 
din. Wired Cast... ea an = say 1 5 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast.. saa ses au 1 33 
ae Glass Blocks— Each 

P.B.2. 53x 53x 3fin. sca, Accum Wass 3 3 
P.B.3 i XBx3im aaa “a eco 5 0 
PB32 7x74 x 3¢in, 2. OOO 5 0 

mate sina Blocks to ¥ ae dia — 

P.B.2 saa a 6 0 
P.B.3 ae was tee ae aaa ne oes 7 6 
i & > ag eee aaa #6 

3 in. Polished Plate 7 G. G. Cllr Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2ft.sup. ... aes pe 3 10 
z Wh re 5 ft.sup. ... ea ea 49 
Bs - a 45 ft. sup. ... me od a 8 
vi i a 100 ft. sup. ... ‘es eau 6 0 
4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 
100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. 
quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one ~~ 
or 135 in. both ways ... 9 0 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto oe ae 12 1 


Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. sup. 


Description of Glass quantity £3¢€ 
18 oz. sheet 0.Q. ... aa “a aa «.. 3,000 53 
24 oz. ,, Re ea << aaa a -.- 2,000 7t 
26 - ‘a ee ne wes aaa ead oc 2G 9. 
32 0. as ace ona maa -. 2,000 1 
$ in. "Rolled Plate ... 1,000 8 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White Group 1... 1,000 af 

do. Group2 .. 1,000 1 


in. Pinstripe, ict. Sn Reeded, ‘Lumina- 


ting and Spotlyte Group 3.. 1,000 11} 
fs in. and 4 in. Rolled Plate or een Cast -.- 2,000 1 0 
4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal aaa «.. 2,000 1 2 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast a <<< aoe 1 23 








The Builder 


~CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





AS FROM MAY 27, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. 










































































Town. Grade. 
DEIMORY oo isscccecedssascecasace A j i Bridgnorth MB 
* - enanetenantemeninsties A Grade Classification. ie Py ridgnorth RD ..”.. 
Abergavenny ........s00ssee0e- A Craftsmen ... ore one / /St Bridgwater ..... 
SAMMEMEE © 52 5ccscacsascocncses Al Labourers ... 3/114 3/11 Brierfield ........ 
Secrnaion a - raeyt a 
lestone ton ove . 
‘Afan Valley |. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Bristol District 
Aldeburgh Aylesbury ...... eetsiacacissces Al TNO sos cc cccececcaaceees A Blackpool Broadstairs ........... 
Aldershot Distr: Aylsham ........0. weecceaceneses Al Bedlingtonshire UD ......... A Blackwell RD Bromsgrove UD 
Alfreton UD ) lo er oe Blandford Broughton, Flint 
Alnwick UD Sencten & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD Buckfastleigh .........0000+. 
Altrincham Bagshot __... per aed Blidworth Buckingham 
Amble Bakewell UD Belton . any Blyth B. ... Buckley 
Ambleside Banbury : Berkhamsted con Bodmin .... 
Amersh jE SERRE R A SE: Berrington... Al Bognor Regis 1 
A ford Barnard Castle UD . Berwick Borough ...........- A Boldon UD A 
Andover Barnoldswick UD .... Beverley MB A Bolsover UD cccccceccocccosess A ley 
lesey, Isle of Barnsley CB ........ Bewdley MB..... A PRES A Burton-on-Trent C.B.. a 
ing! Barnstaple _......... - Bexhill-on-Sea Al Boston MB A |. PRS Rare: A 
Arundei ‘OW-in-Furness .........00- A eee Al Bourne End A pa St. Edmunds ............. Al 
NOON ass ccsiaisuceaces wi Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade .........+6 coved Bournemouth District ...... A | ESET A 
Ashbourne RD ser (part Thrussington) ...... Al MIEN scncasecconstidnssuccsces A pe ) eae A Byfleet Al 
Ashbourne UD ..........e.06+ IS ai ccccduccretrcnavinacsaes A |. ae re [a ee 
aoe la-Zouch UD ... Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD . re PRN GI cnc ccscacevieerece 
Ashby Woulds UD by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A Bilsthorpe_.... ay Bradford-on-Avon ee Al 
Ashford (Kent) ........ Basingstoke Al Bilston MB . A Po ee ae Al Sade von Cnty. of - 
Ashford (Middlesex) aaa A Birchington Al Brandon & Byshottles UD A Caldet Valley ....<ccccecececss. 
mon UE... Batley MB A Birkenhead ..... - Brecon—Borough of.........Al Camberley District "AL 
aera Baxterley Al Birmingham CB A Breconshire, County of. Cambridge .. a 
Ashton-under-Lyne A Beaconsfield District ahi Bishop Auckland U A Brent Knoll ........-e00 Cannock UD wcll 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... Al eee ae Bishop's Stortford .... wey Brentwood = Canterbury . = 
Atherstone RD 02... @fseccesesee Beeches: cacccscesees Al Bishops Castle MB... -Al Bridgend ......... s Cardiff 
Attleborough — ....sseesseeee: Al Bedale TED i sccscecccssee A EOIMINEDD,  casenckicsceuaen ay Bridlington MB ...... A Cosdiqaashive County of ‘At 
Axminster ........ sactesescucsoal BOC sccccsascaccass Se ‘Blackbur scececserecee een A Bridlington RD ....... mecscensdl CHIE sia ccacsancnescaans ceaecaolll 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Town. Grade. 


NID oo sscnsessceccconve A 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of -~ 
Carnforth ..... - 
Castleford 
Caterham .. 
Chapel-en-le Frith . 
EE eon ns sssscoxe 
io Down ..... 
Chatham District . 
Chatteris _.............. 
Cheadle (Stafis) RD... 
i ESS 
Cheltenham ... 
stow 

















Chesterie iret U UD. 
Chesterfield MB . 
Chesterfield RD 
Chichester .......... 
Chipping Norton... 3 
Chipping Sodbury ......... 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 

ham Within and Harden- 


AAdg ee eee ESE EG TEESE 


RIMMED oss ssiekarcsusesteasiee A 
Chorley....... me 
Cirencester Al 
eS, ee Al 
Clay Cross UD.. - 
Cleethorpes MB_ ae 
Clevedon Al 
Cleveleys uA 
Clitheroe .. me 
Coalville UD ...... ae 
Cobham (Surrey) ............ A 
SE i suicos sas vconccees A 
ee ee 
Colwyn Bay meer | 
Congleton ..... ooAl 
RISE NLD cvnsvicssavcducscecss A 
Conway ...... ee 
Corby UD...........0. canis 
Cornwall, County of Al 
Corsham District ..... re 
Coventry CB ......... eer 
Cranbrook ... ey | 
Cranleigh .. Al 


Cranwell Aerodrome Site... A 
A 


Crowborough 

Cuckfield......... é 
Cwmbran ......... ied usiseniianes A 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A 
Darlington CB ... A 
Dartmouth Al 














Darwen ..... a’ 
Daventry M Al 
eee ae 
Denbigh Town Al 
LE Se ee, A 
ee Ree 
Devon, County of . ae 
Webwsbury CB ovcccsccccissssecs A 
LS et | 
_ eee Al 
Doncaster CB .. i 
Dorchester ‘ Al 
ec ee uA 


Dorset, County 
Dover ..... 


Dovercourt . oe 
Driffield UD ....... Al 
Drigg & Carleton .. cov 
Droitwich MB ........ a 
Dudley CB ...... a‘ 
Dunstable = 
WANED EB: sivucasscusnvonencera A 
RRINIEIID 5 ais nconcacoecmeann A 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val....... A 
East Grinstead District ...A1 
East Kesteven RD............ A 
East Retford MB............... 


Eastwood (Notts) UD . 
bw Vale & District.. 
lenbridge 











Town. Grade. 
Felixstowe . Al 
Filey UD . A 
Fleetwood A 
Flint MB ..... nee 
Folkestone . ae | 
Frinton Al 
RUUNID. asssesscacsvssecevenree Al 
Gainsborough UD ............ A 
Gateshead CB ......... ee 
Gillingham (Dorset) Al 
Gillingham (Kent)............ A 
Glastonbury & Street Al 
oe eae con 
Gloucester ..... son 
Gloucestershire, C tAl 
Godalming A 
Goole, MB A 





Guaan wonkaniees| 

Grantham MB ., vai 
RTEMNOORE oo csinccncansocacoe A 
Grays Thurrock UD Area...A 
Great Yarmouth ............... A 
Grimsby CB........ pais 
Grimsby RD (part) .. oo Al 
Guildford District .......... Al 
Halesowen MB ..........0000 A 


Halifax CB ...... 
Halstead ..... 
Haresfield . 
Harlow ....... 
Harpenden .... 
Harrogate MB. 
Hartlepool B . 
Harwell ........ 
Harwich 

Haslemere 
i ee 
Hatfield (Herts) . 







>RE>ESE55255 










RRNEE Gos sat cucu ssaniunoreaeeise A 
Haywards Heath wes 
Heanor UD ......... osoedh 
Hemel Hempstead ... week 
Henley-on-Thames oon 
RONEN a cousvanesisessan voce Al 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of...tA1 
ee ae: Al 
Hertford ........ A 
Hexham RD .... A 
Hexham UD . A 
Heysham .... aA 
BAPYWOO. 5. 00cccces5s00e A 
Higham Ferrers MB ... = 
High Wycombe ......... ey. 
Hinckley UD. ae 
ie ae a 
Hoddesdon A 
Holywell A 
aes «Al 
Horncastle UD ... Pre | 
Horsham ....... Al 
EMA. cicesencas oe . 
— CB. A 
EASE A 

~ nla Al 


Huntington (St 


Ilfracombe 
Tikeston MB... 

kley UD 
Ipswich ........... 
Isle of Sheppey . 
Isle of Thanet. 
Isle of Wight . 







SOTO Bo Sissscceecsteitne A 


Keighley MB ccsciscccscescesan A 
| eee 
Kenilworth UD.. 
Kettering MB ..... 
Keynsham ........... 
Kidderminster MB.. 
Kingskerswell 

King’s Lynn. .... 
Kingsteignton 

Kirkham ............ 
Knaresborough UD 
Knutsford 



















RSRNNORNEED 55 cn ceui cess cesbaseeaee A 
Leamington MB oh 
Leatherhead " ccd 
Reeds CB ....0. sol 
Leek UD ...... ie 
Leicester CB ...... sot 
Leighton Buzzard . .Al 
OO EES ool 
eomi a Al 
MACRO csc csvsorccsiscosiets A 








BCS seats co ceche siensnnear Al 
Lichfield MB. are 

Lincoln CB ..... 
Liskeard ...... 
Littlehampton 

Liverpool ..... 
MIRON: 5 ssvsnassseeessecs Al 
Llanelly inci. Llanelly RD) A 
Llanfairfechan ............00. Al 
















Llangollen ...... Al 

ndon .... 2 
Long Eaton A 
Pe ee ae 
Loughboroug er 

le a a ee Pe | 
Lowestoft a 
EOxtOn .sc.00 Al 
Ludlow MB . | 
Ludlow RD , Al 
EMton ....000<s0 seal 
Lyme Regis ...... Al 
Lyneham (Devon). .Al 
SPREE Secsesscssceea eccccccsceAd 
Macclesfield ........ seadeasees A 
Maidenhead awl 
Maidstone ...... me 
Maldon (Essex) . Al 
ABT TIO) Sse: tcesscoscescess A 
Malton UD Al 
Malvern UD Al 
Manchester . 
Manningtree ..... Al 
Mansfield MB _............... A 
WAECT  ccisscocvec ool 
WARODBUD oss ccssceussskcpacecvcts Al 


Market Harborough RD...A1 
Market Harborough UD ...A 


Market Rasen UD............ 1 
NIASOCK 5 ..00s5c055 Al 
Maryport ....... Sam 
Matlock UD . me 
Melksham ............. Al 
Melton Mowbray UD Al 
Merionethshire .... Al 
Merthyr ..... uA 
Mexborough UD > coe 
Middlesbrough CB. ay 
Middleton  ........<e.00. on 
Middlewich cong 
Mildenhall _.......... jor 
Milford Haven UD . ee 


Minehead 
Monmouth—Borough of...Al 










Monmouthshire............... Al 
Morecambe _...... a 
Moreton Valence .. er | 
Morley .......... = 
Morpeth B .. A 
Morpeth RD A 
MAU CRIEY 55 550sncenestecoesss Al 
RUORIMUEN -. cess ssonecsesesced A 
Neath & Valley ak 
DEEIBOD -pocccsscsinve ones 
Newark MB.. ae 
INOWDULY osccctssesssenss Al 
Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
New Forest District ......... Al 
Newmarket ......... Al 


Newport, Mon. 


Newport Pagnell me | 
Newquay ...... By | 
Newton Abbot . Al 
Normanton UD ............ 


Northallerton District ...... 
Northallerton UD ‘ 
Northampton CB 
North Shields ....... 
North Walsham 

Northwich ........ 
Norton Radstock . 
INOEWICR. ..<20050005 
Nottingham CB .. 
Nuneaton MB 





OMAN TED oi iccccsssvcsesees Al 
Oakham UD 






— .Al 
ABS shiescets ook 
a boeewes A 
Ormskirk _... A 
Ossett & Horb A 
Oswestry .. Al 
Oundle UD .Al 
Oxford A 
MORE.“ Sssacsceces seeeoneensena Al 
Padstow 
Paignton P 
RAL ccssckcacvasokuconsesemestoen 

























Town. Grade. 
Pembrokeshire (except 7. 

ford Haven) ..... seebentacraus 
Sa . es mn 
Penrith UD . Al 
RPRPBNOO! csccccscsccccnenccaké Al 


Peterborough, Soke of — 
ern Regional portion) .. 
POREFERICUS sccxccsecovescsecsase ‘Al 


Pontypool & Distri 
Pontypridd District 


POTEDCAWL  cceccssees 
Portishead ... 
Portland Bill . Al 
Portsmouth ..... A 
Port Talbot one 
on ree ncelh 
Princetown .Al 
Pudsey MB ... wood 
EUIDOLOURD: ..cceccscsssaceoes Al 


Radnorshire, County of {Al 
MATE GNIO soc cccscccscsavevcced Al 
Raunds UD 
Rayleigh . 
Reading 

Redcar B ...... 
Redditch UD ..... 
Redhill & Reigate 
Rhondda Valley ....... 
Richmond B (Yorks) . 
Ripon MB 
Rochdale .... 
Rochester ..... 
Ross-on-Wye 
Rossendale V alley” 
Rotherham CB . 
Royston _..... 
Rugby MB . 
Rugeley UD . 
MUSHGCD UD) ccesiscccescvcsess A 


Saffron Walden 
St. Albans .... 
St. Austell . 
St. Helens 
St. Neots 
Salisbury City .. 
Salisbury Plain .. 
Sandy 


Sawbridgeworth . oe 
Saxmundhan _..... ool 
Scarborough MB... cos 
Scunthorpe MB ............... A 
Seaford & Newhaven...... Al 
a suect 
Sevenoaks .. caval 
Shaftesbury Al 


Sheerness ...... yy | 
Sheffield MB . is 
Shepton Mallet Al 
Sherborne ...... Al 
Shipley ..... A 
Shoeburyness mere 
Shoreham ......... hae ° 
Shrewsbury MB . Re 
Sirhowy Valleys .... A 
Sittingbourne ...... Al 
Skegness UD ... Al 
Skipton UD ..... 
Sleaford UD . 
Slough, Windsor & Eton 

MEMEMCE cc ecocssnsvosciuessee 
Smethwick CB . 
Snettisham .... 
SOMRUH UD 2.5. <.ccc00 - 
Somerset, County of...... tAl 
Southampton and 

LS eae A 
Southend-on-Sea Dist. 
MOUNONS cccscisssceinssene 
South Shields CB . 
Southwold _........... 
Spalding UD .... 
Stafford MB... 
Staines ...... 


ad Ot ot 







Stantonwick ... 
Stevenage ... 
Stockport ...... 


Stoke-on-Trent CB .. 
Stoke Orchard 
Stourbridge MB .. 
Stourport UD ... 
Stowmarket P 
Stratford-on-Avon MB...... 
Stroud (RD Area)... 
Sunderland 

Sunningdale .... 
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Town. Grade 


Sutton Coldfield MB ,, 

gueminecte UD.. A 
Swaffham ......... 
Swanage District , 
Swansea ........ 
Swindon gil 
Swinton UD ..., 






vol 


Tamworth MB 
Taunton _,....., 
Tavistock 
Tenterden ,.,. 
Teignmouth 










tenons 


Tewkesbury .... 
Thames Haven 
Thetford ....... 
Thirsk RD .., 
Thorpe Bay .. awavecat 


ry 
Todmorden MB 
Tonbridge .. 
Torquay 
Totnes 
(io) oe 


Tunbridge Wells 
Tynemouth CB 


Ulverston .. 
Uppingham ‘(Salop) 
Uttoxeter R 

Uttoxeter UD 


Wakefield CB .... 
Wakefield RD . 
Walsall CB.... 
Wallsend B. 










Warminster 
Warrington . 
Warwick MB . 
Wednesbury MB. ‘ 
Wellingborough UD . 
Wellington UD a 
Wellington (Somerset) .. 
Wells (Norfolk) ... 
Wells (Somerset) 
Welwyn 
Welwyn Gar. City .... 
West Bromwich CB. 
Westbury 
Westcliff-on-Sea . 
Westerham . 
West Hartlepool (OR cas 
Westmorland (except 
COED) ..ccosvsnecericsch 
Weston-super- Mare | 
Weybridge ... 
Weymouth (inc! uding Port: 
land Bill, excluding Port 
land Stoneyards) webeenees Al 
Whitby UD Al 
Whitby RD 
Whitehaven A 
Whitley & Monkseaton UDA 
Whitstable and District ...Al 
Wickford ww 
Widnes ... 
























Wimborne ....... Al 
Wincanton 
Winchester .... 
Windermere . 
Wisbech ..... 
Witham ....... 
Withernsea UD. 
_. ee 
Wokingham .......... 
Wolverhampton CB 
Wolverton District . 
Woodbridge ....... 
Woodhall Spa U 
Woodstock = 
Worcester CB 
Workington ...... 
Worksop MB 





Woameniams 


Yate 
Yeovil oe: 
York CB .. 

Ystalyfera. 


d,; 
*For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen. 4s. 7}d.; Labourers, 4s. 1d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 48.7 
Labourers, 4s. 0}d. +Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. d Shops, receive 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories an ops, 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


Women’s Rates.—In all —— throughout the country 
craft processes, 3s, 34d. per hour. 





For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 182 


thao 
the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s, 74d. per hour. Women engaged on work other 








qHE BUILDER 





new Leaflet 
(\APE Build 
/ formed 
Asbestos CO 
‘Rocksil ” roc! 
j leaflet on th 
they market 
These are ‘I 
single paper 
fibres backed 
coated paper, 
age; ” ‘Buildi 
‘Loose Wool 
hessian b gs é 
‘Rocksil Bui 
is called, fe: 
product and = 
nominal thic 
ductivity an 
Rocksil build 
ted by Williat 
Electric Ro 
The Kange 
Electric Har 
Morden-road, 
now in full | 


Plastic Sho 
A plastic sk 
by Reinforce 
Coleman-st., 
supplied sing) 
as the ‘ Dolpt 
polyester resi 
2 ft. 74 in.; 








A pair of . 
Pla. 


tray, 7 in. 
cream, greer 
cubicles are 
Co., Ltd., of 








July 26 1957 





THE BUILDER 


New Leaflet 

APE Building Products, Ltd., the newly 

/ formed subsidiary of The Cape 
Asbestos Co., Ltd., manufacturers of 
‘Rocksil * rock wool insulation, have issued 
a leaflet on the eight Rocksil products which 
they market for the building industry. 
These are ‘Infill, a lightweight mat with 
single paper interleaf; ‘Sewn Quilt,’ felted 
fibres backed on both sides with bitumen 
coated paper; ‘Scrim Quilt ;” ‘Sewn Band- 
age;’ ‘Building Mat;’ ‘Plain Quilt; ’ and 
‘Loose Wool,’ which is supplied in 28 Ib. 
hessian t gs and 10 Ib., 6 lb. and 3 Ib. slabs. 
‘Rocksil Building Products,’ as the leaflet 
is called, features a photograph of each 
product and gives details of standard sizes, 
nominal thickness, density, thermal con- 
ductivity and a note on _ applications. 
Rocksil building products are also distribu- 
ted by William Kenyon & Sons, Limited. 


Electric Road Breaker 

The Kango ‘H’ type breaker, by Kango 
Electric Hammers, Ltd., Lombard-road, 
Morden-road, South Wimbledon, SW19, is 
now in full production and fully available. 


Plastic Showers 

A plastic shower cubicle is being marketed 
by Reinforced Plastic Developments, 14-15, 
Coleman-st., London, EC2, which can be 
supplied singly or in multiple units. Known 
as the ‘ Dolphin,’ it is made of glass fibre and 
polyester resin. Size: height, 6 ft. 7 in.; width, 
2 ft. 74 in.; depth, 3 ft. 2 in.; and depth of 

















A pair of shower cubicles by Reinforced 
Plastic Developments Ltd. 


tray, 7 in. Colours available are pink, 
cream, green, blue, grey and white. The 
cubicles are made by Martin Goacher and 
Co., Ltd., of Guildford. 








Skirting-board Heating 

Copperad, Ltd., Colnbrook, Slough, Bucks, 
have introduced a completely new range of 
skirting-board heaters, known as *‘ Copperad 
Wallstrip. Three types of heater are avail- 
able, type ‘C,’ for domestic heating, offices 
and so on, type ‘ R,’ for hospitals and similar 
buildings where it is undesirable that dust 
should accumulate and easy cleaning is 





Skirting-board heaters by Copperad, Ltd., 
types R, top, and RC 


essential, and type ‘RC,’ for institutional uses, 
such as schools, canteens and other places 
where treatment is likely to be severe. All 
three types are for operation on low tempera- 
ture hot water and type ‘C’ is also available 
for use with high temperature hot water and 
steam. 
Leather Wall Panelling 

Leather wall panelling is now available 
backed on to wood for easy application to 
walls or other surfaces. The panelling is sold 
in 12 in. squares, 12 in. by 6 in. and 12 in. 
by 3 in. and can be easily trimmed to the 
size required. Six colours included in 
the initial range are red, cloud grey, black, 
geranium pink, green and fawn, and most 
adhesives can be used for fixing. The 
wooden backing has been specially treated 
to avoid warping under extreme conditions 
of heat or cold. The tiles are being made 
by Leather Panels, Ltd., The Tannery, East 
Peckham, Nr. Tonbridge, Kent. 


Concrete Beams Roof 

The suitability of precast concrete beams 
for roof construction has been emphasised 
again recently by the installation of an 
area of 4,616 sq. yd. of Marley ‘Eagle’ 
beams to form the roof of .an additional 
storey to a large wharf-side building. The 
premises of Dundee, Perth & London 
Shipping Co., Dundee Wharf, London, E14, 
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have been given this addition with W. & C. 
French, as the builders, and J. C. Mellis & 
Co., as consulting engineers. The Eagle 
beams were supplied and fixed by Marley 
Concrete, Ltd., Aveley, Essex. 


Film on Loan 

The UAM Group states that the film 
*“Whe’s Who’ will be available on loan 
throughout the coming autumn and winter 
months. Secretaries and organisers of 
local societies and associations preparing 
programmes for this period are invited to 
apply for use of the film, either through the 
local UAM representative or to Tolpits, 
Watford, Herts, telephone Gadebrook 4551. 
The film, made for The Universal Asbestos 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., explains the tech- 
nical services available and accentuates the 
quality of the firm’s products. 


TRADE NEWS 
Use of Explosives 
NHE harnessed use of explosives in in- 
dustry is an application of a little known 
science. Up-to-date techniques allow the 
use of this form of energy in tackling many 
problems where normally the use of 
hammers, chisels, compressors and heavy 
weights would be brought into operation. 
In many cases obstacles which cannot be 
reached by the latter methods can be over- 
come by the use of explosives. G. T. Mc- 
Bride & Co., of 1, Dudley-road, Springfield, 
Dudley, Worcs., are explosives engineers 
and consultants who aim to give a fixed 
price for each operation. 


A New Service 

The Dohm Group, of Victoria-st., SW1, 
are now offering a complete refractory and 
thermal insulation service to industry, with 
a mobile team of experts prepared to travel 
to any part of the country at short notice. 
All internal insulation and outside lagging 
is covered by the service, and Dohm claim 
that the initial cost can be saved within a 
year. 


Changes of Address 

Leedex, Ltd., are now at 134, Wigmore- 
st., Wl, telephone: Welbeck 1269. The 
works of Allweather Paints Ltd. are now 
at a new factory at Beechings-way, Gilling- 
ham, Kent, telephone: Rainham 82255. The 
new address of the Selson Machine Tool 
Co., Ltd. is 41-45, Minerva-rd., North 
Acton, London, NWI10, telephone: Elgar 
4000. The raw materials division of George 
Cohen & Co., Ltd., has moved its head- 
quarters to 600, Wood-lane, Shepherd’s 
Bush, London, W12, telephone: Shepherd’s 
Bush 2070. 


Largest Ceiling Installation 

The largest ‘ Lumenated Ceiling’ installa- 
tion ever carried out since the lighting 
system was introduced in this country in 
1954, has just been completed at the new 
extension of an un-named industrial con- 
cern in Birmingham. Over 36,000 sq. ft. 
has been erected. The makers are Lumen- 
ated Ceilings, Ltd, 


East Oxford Fire Station 

The subcontractors for the preparation 
and the grassing of the areas around the fire 
station, published in the The Builder, July 5, 
were William Wood & Son, Ltd., of Taplow. 


J 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Building Work Expenditure 
VALUE increase of building work in the 

‘manufacturing industry’ during the 
first quarter of this year is 16 per cent:, a 
somewhat smaller increase than those shown 
during the final two quarters of 1956 (19 
per cent. above a year earlier in both quar- 
ters) and less than half the increases during 
the first two quarters of 1956. This is shown 
in Board of Trade Journal of July 19, which 
gives information received from companies 
contributing to the Board of Trade’s quar- 
terly inquiry. Among ‘ other industries and 
Services, expenditure on building work 
showed a small decreas¢, 2 per cent. 


Downside Rebuilding 


The firm responsible for the rebuilding at 
Downside Abbey School, near Bath, is E. H. 
Burgess, Ltd.. of Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. 
The firm’s initials were wrongly given in last 
week’s note on the subject. 


50th Anniversary Conference 


The 50th Anniversary Conference of the 
Institution of Structural Engineers will be 
held from October 7-10, 1958, at its head- 
quarters, 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SWI. 
The theme of the Conference will be * The 
Future of Structural Engineering.’ 


Houses Prices Remain Firm 


Mr. Herbert Ashworth, the general man- 
ager of the Co-operative Permanent Build- 
ing Society, in announcing the society’s half- 
yearly figures recently, said: ‘The demand 
for loans for house purchase has remained 
strong throughout the six months under 
review, and although the society has made 
loans amounting to £12,845,000, it has not 
been possible to satisfy the needs of all 
would-be borrowers. The prices of houses 
have remained firm, and the increased cost 
of building, plus the fact that higher rents 
may make some tenants at least decide to 
buy houses, make it difficult to see any 
immediate decline in house values. it would 
appear that another consequence of the Rent 
Act has been to accelerate quite noticeably 
a number of sales from landlords to sitting 
tenants.’ 


Management Recruitment Scheme 


The first active recruitment campaign to 
attract boys leaving school to careers in 
building and civil engineering, has been 
launched by Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Ltd., 1, Queen Anne’s-gate, SW1. They are 
inviting up to six boys, between the ages 
of 16-18 years, from each of 120 secondary 
grammar and public schools in the London 
postal area, to attend a two-day course in 
London during September at the company’s 
expense. The only necessary qualification 
is GCE with five passes, including English 
and Mathematics. If this ‘ pilot’ scheme is 
successful the company intend to hold simi- 
lar courses at their area offices throughout 
the country. The London course, which 
begins on September 11, is planned to show 
how modern buildings are erected and the 
planning and research work which is in- 
volved. and is designed to interest the boys 
in careers in project management. Visits 
will be made to various sites in London 
and the Home Counties and will end with 
a discussion on the wide opportunities 
offered in the building industry. 


SPEED OF ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION 

FCEC Chairman's Statement 

REFERRING to the question asked by Sir 
Frank Medlicott. MP, in the House of 
Commons alleging on July 17 [see In Parlia- 
ment, page 172] that British methods of 
road construction lag behind those in other 
countries, COLONEL A. C. NEWMAN, VC, 
chairman of the Federation of Civil Engi- 
neering Contractors, said: 

It is only now that a major and con- 
tinuous programme for the rebuilding of 
trunk roads and the building of new motor 
roads is being made available for the civil 
engineering industry to show its ability to 
carry these programmes through by modern 
methods and with the utmost expedition. 

It is within our knowledge that over the 
past years a great deal of work has been 
going on in the planning of the roads, the 
acquisition of the land for the roads and, 
in particular, in bringing the design of the 
roads up to the highest pitch of modern 
knowledge, including the utmost use of 
standardisation of structures, all this with 
the intention of facilitating their speedy 
construction. 

In collaboration with the Minister of 
Transport, the industry has been preparing 
itself for this major programme and will 
now have the opportunity, therefore, to 
utilise all the knowledge that it has gained 
through and after the war in reinforced con- 
crete and runway construction and in road 
works overseas; it owns the latest types of 
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British, American and Continental plant and 
machinery that is used for this type of Work 
The industry, in addition to building Modery 
roads in various countries throughout the 
world, has kept itself abreast of the toe 
up-to-date knowledge of road building tech. 
niques and methods, and there is no Teason 
to doubt its ability to carry through a great 
modern road programme in Great Britain, 


A PARK LANE HOTEL 
Approval Given in Principle 


THe Town Planning Committee of the 
Westminster City Council recommends tha 
no objection should be offered in Principle 
to the proposal to erect a 35-storey hotel op 
the site bounded by Park-lane, Hertforg. 
street, Stanhope-row and Pitt’s Head-meys 
facing the south-east corner of Hyde Park, 
subject to a reduction in the overall density 
of the development and to the provision of 
improved means of access to the building 
The Committee considers that the proposed 
plot ratio of 7:1 is too great, but welcomes 
a proposal for the erection of an hotel build. 
ing in this very important position. 

The building would occupy the whole of 
the island site of 1} acres up to a height of 
35 feet (two storeys) providing garage space 
for 250 cars on the ground floor and in the 
basement, shops on the Park-lane and Hert- 
ford-street frontages and a ballroom. Above 
this would be a tower block. presenting a 
curved fa¢gade to Park-lang. set back to 
about 99 feet at the extremities and 45 feet 
at the centre. This would provide some 
704 bedrooms for 1,200 residents, with a 
restaurant on the 34th floor. The total 
height of the building would be 390 feet, 
An illustration was given in our issue of July 
12. The LCC’s views are given on page 167, 

The proposal has been submitted by Lewis 
Solomon, Son and Joseph, FF./RIBA, 21, 
Bloomsbury-way, WCl1, on behalf of New 
City Properties, Ltd. 


BIRMINGHAM OVERSPILL 
‘Deadline’ Extension 


BIRMINGHAM is being asked for a 
decision by November on the overspill 
scheme proposed by Redditch Urban Council 
last February. This is an extension by three 
months of the original ‘ deadline’ fixed by 
Redditch. The chairman of the Council's 
Planning Committee, CLLR. W. J. StRANz, 
said on July 18 that Redditch was anxious 
for an early decision because it was holding 
up development schemes. Among them was 
the redevelopment of the town centre. 
Redditch has accepted the scheme in 
principle and the Minister of Housing has 
approved it, Mr. Stranz said. It would 
probably mean the erection of 1,000 houses 
which Redditch had intimated it is prepared 
to undertake. 
In the report of the General Purposes 
Committee, placed before the Birmingham 
City Council on July 23, it is stated that of 
the 660 houses it was hoped to build in 
Staffordshire this year 514 are under con- 
struction. It is expected that 470 will be 
completed. 
Tamworth Borough which plans to build 
100 houses will not contribute this year but 
intends to make up the leeway in 1958. 
Agreement has been reached with Dawley 
and Atherstone Rural Councils for the 
building of 200 houses each. 
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DAMAGES CLAIM 
AGAINST BUILDERS 


Bungalow Owner Wins Case 


AT Croydon County Court on July 17, 
4% JupGeE SIR GERALD HARGREAVES gave 
judgment for the plaintiff in the action 
adjourned from July 8, brought by Mr. 
Robert Brett of 12, Mayes-close, Upper 
Warlingham, against the Croydon Construc- 
tion Co., in connection with the bungalow 
completed 62 sq. ft. smaller than the one 
the company had contracted to build. The 
Judge expressed some sympathy for both 
parties concerned in the action and said that 
it was the local authority who had first ‘ set 
the cat among the pigeons’ by stipulating 
that the estate should be set back eight feet 
to allow for future road widening. 


Arguments had been put forward that 
because a house was smaller it did not 
necessarily reduce its market value, but in 
the case of a small type of property like a 
modern bungalow, he thought a little space 
more or less might be very important and he 
accepted the figure of £150 which the plain- 
tif’s surveyor had claimed as the reduction 
of its market value. His Honour gave 
judgment for this amount, plus £21 12s, for 
a pair of wrought-iron gates which the 
plaintiff claimed were included in the original 
contract, but had not been supplied. 


Evidence at Earlier Hearing 


At the hearing on July 8 the defendant 
company admitted that the bungalow pur- 
chased by Mr. Brett was 62 sq. ft. smaller 
than the area shown on the original plan 
and specification, but argued that this 
change was covered by a clause in the con- 
tract which stated that the specification was 
‘subject to alteration at the discretion of 
the builder or his surveyor.’ 


Giving evidence on their behalf, Mr. 
J. E. TRINDER, a partner in the firm, said 
he explained to Mr. Brett at the time that 
he signed the contract that the builders 
reserved the right to vary or alter the con- 
struction of the bungalow in the event of 
their meeting with difficulties. Mr. Trinder 
admitted that when he realised the bun- 
galow would have to be made smaller, to 
conform with a stipulation by Caterham 
and Warlingham: Council that the estate on 
which the bungalows, one of which Mr. 
Brett was the purchaser, were being built 
should be set back eight feet to allow for 
future road widening, he did not inform Mr. 
Brett of the fact. 


The plaintiff's counsel, Mr. STEPHEN 
StewarT, asked, ‘ Looking back on it now, 
don’t you think that, in the name of fair 
dealing, it would have been the right thing 
to do?’ 

Mr. Trinder said he did not think so. 
This clause was an essential condition of 
the sale. They had given the purchaser the 
benefit of not including an escalator clause 
to cover rise in prices and of not requiring 
stage payments, which also saved the pur- 
chaser the interim payment of mortgage 
Interest. They did not specifically tell pur- 
chasers that they might give them a smaller 
bungalow but they reserved the right to do 
so if necessary. 


Jupce SiR GERALD HARGREAVES asked: 
How much smaller, then, are you entitled 


to make it—as small as a doll’s house? If 
you are entitled to reduce it by 60 ft., are 
you entitled to make it 600 ft. smaller ? ’ 


It was a question of reasonableness, said 
Mr. Trinder. Making it 60 ft. smaller 
enabled them to complete the buildings for 
which they had contracted on the site. If 
they had cut one out, as Mr. Stewart sug- 
gested was the proper alternative, they 
would have been faced with an action by 
one of the other purchasers of the 19 bunga- 
lows they had contracted to build on the 
site. 

Mr. FREDERICK WILLIAM DOUGAL, a 
director of the defendant company, said 
that about seven bungalows were reduced 
in size to meet the council’s requirements, 
but he had received only one other com- 
plaint from a purchaser who afterwards 
seemed satisfied with his explanation. Mr. 
Dougal said that Mr. Brett visited the site 
frequently during the construction of the 
bungalow. He told him of the reduction 
in size and he agreed it should mainly be 
taken off the hall space. 


Mr. HUGH SNELLING KING, the plaintiff’s 
surveyor, maintained, in further cross-ex- 
amination, that the loss in market value of 
the bungalow owing to its smaller size was 
£150 and not £74, as suggested by the com- 
pany. 


The first hearing of the case, in which 
£200 damages were claimed by Mr, Brett, 
was reported in The Builder of July 8. 
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‘OVERSEAS BUILDING 





From Our Own Correspondents 


HONG KONG.—The District Com- 
missioner, New Territories, has announced 
that an application has been received for 
1,500,000 sq. ft. of land on the north-east 
side of Lantao Island, for development as 
an industrial estate, mainly textiles. He adds 
that a further application for 1,000,000 sq. ft. 
at Tsun Wan will probably be turned down 
on the grounds that the area is approaching 
industrial saturation. The reclamation of 
an area of mangrove swamp at Castle Peak 
may be offered as an alternative. Three sites 
at Tsun Wan have been reserved for low- 
cost flats, and a layout has been prepared 
by the Planning Office of PWD for an area 
of reclaimed land at San Shing Hui... . 
A ten-storey hotel, to be called the ‘Astor,’ 
is being planned by Yu Seto, architect, of 
140, Austin-road, Kowloon, for the corner 
of Carnarvon-road and Cornwall-avenue, 
Tsimchatsui. Estimated to cost $3m., the 
new hotel is designed with the tourist trade 
in mind, and will have more generous public 
spaces than is usual in Hong Kong. There 
will be 150 bedrooms, a dining-room, dance 
hall and night club. .. . Messrs. Hsin Chong 
and Co. have been awarded a contract for 
the new Li Po Chun Chambers building on 
the Western Waterfront of Hong Kong. 
Estimated to cost $6m., this 16-storey office 
block has been designed by W. Szeto, archi- 
tect, and will include exhibition space for 
products dealt with by the tenants, a pent- 
house apartment and four floors of hotel 
rooms. . . . Private enterprise has entered 
the field of low-cost housing with the news 
of two schemes at Tai Kok Tsi, Kowloon. 
The first is being promoted by Mr. Lungo 
Tam, of the Economic Housing Society, and 
will be an 18-storey, $14m. building with 
shops on the ground floor, a restaurant on 
the first floor, and 16 upper floors, each 
containing eight flats to be sold to tenants. 
The second, estimated to cost $2m., will be 
15 floors high, and is being financed by Mr. 
Lee King Chiu, of Commercial House, Hong 
Kong. The architect for both these schemes 
is Mr. Donald T. Walters, LRIBA. . . . Mr. 
Walters is also the architect for a combined 
hotel and apartment block on the Clear- 
water Bay-road, Kowloon, estimated to cost 
$2m. The plans show that the building will 
be eight storeys high with a roof garden.... 
Messrs. Techoy Construction Co. have been 
awarded the contract for building a Mary- 
knoll Fathers School, a four- and five-storey 
building on Tai Hang Tung-road, designed 
by G. D. Su, architect. .. . Far East Land 
Investment and Guarantee Co., Ltd., are 
to build a nine-storey apartment block with 
16 two-bedroom and 16 three-bedroom 
flats, with covered parking fer 32 cars. 
Design is by the Harriman Realty Co., 
Architects’ Dept. (Mr. D. Phelps, ARICS, 
ATAS, Chief Architect), and the scheme is 
estimated to cost $1m. . . . The Government 
has awarded a eontract worth $689.600 to 
Yick Lee and Co., for the construction of 
a three-tier car park on the Central reclama- 
tion. Hong Kong. to design by the Archi- 
tectural Office, PWD. 


Low Deposit Homes 


The NSW group of Co-operative Building 
Societies announced recently that it would 
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build homes in Sydney for both old and 
new Australians on a £A750 deposit. Cost 
is £A4.000 each. 

This scheme centres on the new  sub- 


division on the Salisbury Plain, just north 
of Adelaide, which is being offered for sale 
in England. Agents have arranged bank 
finance in London to cover the cost of build- 
ing a house on a minimum of £A700 so that 
migrating families can move in on arrival. 


Factory for Bulawayo 

To supply the growing market in the 
Federation of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland, 
a 40-acre site with first-class facilities, 
including power, water and housing, has 
been selected in Bulawayo for the new 
Dunlop factory. It is expected that the 
project will be completed early in 1959, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 

*South West Africa.—South African Railways 
invite tenders for the design and construction of 
a 1.300 ft. reinforced concrete wharf extension 
at Walvis Bay Harbour together with the incor- 
poration of a splayed and section located at the 
extremity of the extension to accommodate the 
wharf access tracks. The works shail include 
the following: (i) The manufacture and driving 
of Reinforced Concrete Piling and Sheet Piling 
foundations together with such temporary stag- 
ing as is considered necessary to undertake this 
work. (ii) The construction of a Reinforced 
Concrete quay face and deck slab together with 
what provision is necessary for the installation 
of crane and rail tracks, bollards, oi] and water 
mains, capstans and fairleads. (iii) The supply 
and installation of bollard anchorages together 
with the installation of bollards. (iv) The pro- 
vision of a pipe duct to house the wharf oi! and 
water mains. (v) The provision of an adequate 
fendering system. (vi) Depending on the design 
submitted, the placing of a handstone mound 
below the deck slab to consolidate and prevent 
erosion of the dredged slope and/or to gain 
increased pile fixity. (vii) The placing cf a 
handstone mound at the back of the wharf in- 
cluding the placing of a carefully graded laver 
of selected fill designed to prevent settlement be- 
hind the wharf. {viii) The placing of selected 
filling above the wharf slab. (ix) Demolition 
of the existing concrete steos and the provision 
of a new set of reinforced concrete steps and 
landing. Bids should be sent to The Chairman, 
Tender Board, Birchleigh House. de Villiers- 
street, Johannesburg, by September 20. A copy 
of the tender documents. including specifica- 
tions and drawings is available for loan to UK 
firms in order of receipt of applications. Ref. 
ae (Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 738 
or : 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1, 
where further ‘aformation can be obtained. 








FIRE RISK IN NEW 
BUILDINGS. —A_ model 
now installed at the Scottish 
Building Centre, Sauchie- 
hall-street, Glasgow, demon- 
strates the different parts 
of new buildings of up to 
five-storeys where the danger 
of fire is especially to be 
guarded against. A mem- 
orandum issued by the Dept. 
of Health for Scotland on 
‘Structural Fire Precautions 
for Houses’ (HMSO, 3s.) 
is a simple illustrated guide 
which the exhibit in Glasgow 
underlines 





Fired Price Contracting 
TIYHE continued operation of fixed price 


contracting at the insistence of the 
Secretary of State for Scotland is causing 
considerable anxiety in contracting 
in Scotland. 

The purpose of the ruling is appreciated 
fully and the various trades concerned are 
at one with the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land in seeking to create some basis of 
stability. 


circles 


Where they differ with him is in the 
method he has adopted to secure such 
stability: they contend that the method 


merely pass2s on to the contracting indus- 
try a burden which should be shared by all 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 27, 1957, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 6d.; Labourers 3s, I14d, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 











Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. d 

Ist ee ap si) es 49 6 
2nd oi se > On 66 0 
3rd e oa: a 9 0 
4th ae ie «> 664 132 0 
Sth aa Re 5° ae 148 6 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d, 

probationary period) ae ms . 31H 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 

end of probationary period) . SP Se 

concerned in any project, in a period of 


rising costs; they see no reason why the 
contractor, whatever his field, should carry 
all the load of risk. 

The weakness of the contracting indus- 
try’s position is that they can offer no con- 
structive alternative; they regard the pre- 
sent basis as unfair and are at the same 
time in sympathy with the objects which 


that unfair method is designed to achieve, 
They can see no quick, obvious, easy 
method of achieving the same end _ other 
than fixed tenders, and are caught in the 


situation which has been wished on to them 
It may be argued that the contractors are 
not under any obligation to find a solution 
for something which is outwith their con- 
trol, and that the real solution is very sim- 
ple indeed; it is, firstly, a stop on fuel cost 
increases, and then a similar stop for given 
periods on all other basic costs. 

The problem here is that such steps are 
complicated by political aspects and prob- 
lems, and are, therefore, much more diff- 
cult to take than the present simple method 
of fixed price contracting. The danger 
from the contractors’ angle is that many ot 
the jobs involved are substantial: estimates 
may be accurate and allowances may 
made for reasonable contingencies; too 
much of playing safe may mean loss o! 
much-needed work; too little added for con- 
tingencies may mean risk of bankruptcy. 

Hence the view from all sections of the 
constructional trades that they are being 
forced to carry a burden which is not their 
own. So far, however, they have failed to 
persuade the Secretary of State that an) 
alternative offers itself. 

NEW BUILDINGS 

Alloa.—TC have approved plans for 8 
houses at Inglewood to be built by the SSHA 

Campbeltown.—Plans in hand for distillery 
for Campbell, Henderson & Co., Ltd. 
Broomielaw, Glasgow. Estimated cost £250,000 

Fife CC.—Several works in connection with 
erection of infant school at Anstruther Wester. 
Contractors consistently complying with da 
release regulations should apply to the County 
Clerk, Cupar, Fife, by August 10. / 

Lanark CC.—Several works in connection 
with erection of new secondary and primary 
school at Chapelhall. Application to Jan ' 
Paterson, County Clerk, Lanarkshire House, 
191, Ingram-st., Glasgow, Cl, by July 31. . 

Lanark CC.—Several works in connection 
with the erection of RC Junior Secondary 
School at Orbiston, Bellshill. Applications to 
lan V. Paterson, County Clerk, by August 1! 
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The Builder 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


und in the Advertisement 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number, The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


pages of this and 


BUILDING 
JULY 31. 

*+§urrey CC.—One pair of Inspectors’ 
Houses and one pair of police houses at Park- 
rd, Redhill. County A. 

AUGUST 3. 

*+Beds, EC.—County Primary Infants’ Sch., 

Biggleswade. County A. 
AUGEST 6. 


*Wrexham BC.—(a) Block of shops and flats 
at Queen’s Park (fixed price tender); (0) Supply 
of wrought iron gates (Acton). BE&S, 31, 
Chester-st. 

AUGUST 7. 

Denham, Bucks.—The Licensed Victuallers’ 
Benevolent Institution —35 pairs of semi- 
detached bungalows for aged persons, H. P. 
Liberty & Ptnrs. (A), FRICS, 33/4, Weston- 
chbrs., ‘Weston-rd., Southend-on-Sea. Dep. 


£1 Is. 
AUGUST 8. 
*+tBromiey BC.—18 old people’s flats at 
Clarence-rd. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 9. 

*+tBeds CC.—{a) Alterations and extensions 
to sanitary block and installation of sewage 
filtration plant at Great Barford CP Sch.; (b) 
alterations to sanitary block and installation of 
sewage filtration plant, Streatley, St. Margaret’s 
Home, County A. 

*tDurham CC.—Heating installation. Fence 
Houses Fire Station; erection of 6 pairs of stan- 
dard police houses, Woodhouse-cl. estate, 
Bishop Auckland. County A. 

*tPaddington MBC.—Erection of 10 dwel- 
lings at 1-7, St. Luke’s-rd. TC. 


AUGUST 10. 
*tBurnley CB.—Second contract of New 
Grammar School for Boys. BE&S. 
*tCambridge City C.—72 flats and maison- 
ettes at Arbury-rd. estate. City S., The Guild- 
hall. Dep. £5 Ss. Tenders by September 6. 


AUGUST 12, 

*tEastbourne CB.—Construction of kitchens 
at The Ratton Sec. Mod. Sch. and Langney 
Prim. Sch. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
September 9. 
*tOxford TC.—Selective Sec. Sch. for Girls, 
Gipsy-la., Headington. City A & Planning 

cer, 

Queensbury and Shelf UDC.—30 bungalows 
at New Park-rd., Queensbury. E&S. Dep. 


£2 2s. 

P AUGUST 15. 

Sunderland CB.—Supplv and laying of wood 
block flooring, thermoplastic tile flooring, 
asphalt to playground, roads and paths, Far- 
tingdon Junior and Infants’ Schools; electrical 
installation, supply and laying of bituminous 
felt roofing, Farringdon Sec. Mod. Sch.; elec- 
trical installation, supply and fixing of metal 
windows and remote control mechanism, 
Broadway Sec. Mod. Sch.; supply and fixing 
of metal windows and remote control mechan- 
sm. Castle View Sec. Mod. Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. 
£2 2, 


' AUGUST 17. 

“ ‘Huyton-with-Roby UDC.—111 houses at 
Mosscroft Farm estate, stage 1. Architect, 
Grasscroft,’ Archway-rd., Huyton. Dep. £2 2s. 


ree AUGUST 19. 
R Aldridge UDC.—220 houses and flats at 
ushall, E&S, ‘The Poplars,’ 9, Leighswood- 


id. Dep, £2 2s. 

AUGUST 21. 
[, Dentford MBC.—(a) Conveniences at 
: Xmore-gdns.; (b) reinstatement of war dam- 
& at Coroner’s Court. Watson-st. BE. 


AUGUST 23. 

*Sunderland CB.—(a) Repair and conversion 
into 10 flats of Nos. 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 Azalea- 
ave.; (b) demolition of No. 11, Azalea-ave. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Walthamstow BC.—Demolition of Nos. 
1/17, 2/32, Frederick-st., 1/67, 2/66, Grange-rd., 
1/9 and 17/39, Lynmouth-rd. Boro’ A. 

AUGUST 26. 

Birmingham CC.—12 three-storey flats at 
Antrobus-rd., Handsworth. City A. Dep. 
Ps Se 


do date 

*Esher UDC.—Construction of dwarf walls 
to areas in front of houses. Contract No. 246. 
E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 

*Esher UDC.—Fencing work to 
properties. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 

*Reading CB.—Two additional 
and subsidiary stores at Caversham Primary 
Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Welwyn Garden City UDC.—74 houses, 12 
flats and 24 garages, housing scheme No, 12. 
C. W. Fox, FRIBA, 22, Parkway, Welwyn 
Garden city. (Fixed price tender.) 

AUGUST 27. 

*Hford BC.—Erection of 21 flats at Madras- 

rd. BE. Dep. £3 3s 
SEPTEMBER 5. 

*Maidenhead BC.—Block of 20 old people’s 
flats at Spencers estate, contract 4P. BE&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Truro CC.—24 traditional dwellings at Mala- 
bar estate. City E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Walton and Weybridge UDC.—40 houses at 
Brooklands site (Section 3). E&S 


SEPTEMBER 9. : 
*Cuckfield RDC.—36 dwellings at Hurstpier- 
point. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 8. 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—lInstalla- 
tion of new boiler plant and engineering ser- 
vices at County Hospital, York. Architect to 
the Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Replace- 
ment of two Lancashire boilers at St. George’s 
Hospital, Rothwell. Architect to the Board, 
Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 


council 


classrooms 
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*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Installa- 
tion of heating system in the Old Wing at 
Clayton Hospital, Wakefield. Architect to the 
Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 12. 
*Wrexham BC.—Supply of gloss and under- 
coat paints. BE&S. 
AUGUST 19. 
Riding of Yorkshire 
County S., Beverley. 


MUNICIPAL AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 
AUGUST 6. 

Clacton UDC.—1,231 lin. yd. of 6 in. to 
15 in. dia. concrete pipe SW sewers, widening 
with hardcore existing 15 ft. carriageways to 
24 ft., surfacing, etc. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 12. 

West Mersea UDC.—Sewage disposal works 
extensions. Elliott & Brown, Ccl.’s constg. 
engrs\. Stanley-hse., Pelham-rd., Nottingham. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
AUGUST 16. 

Coventry Corpn.—Reconstruction of  sedi- 
mentation tanks, etc., at Finham sewage works 
works, City E. Dep. £5. 

Ploughley RDC.—200 lin. yd. of 6 in. dia. 
outfall sewer, new sewage works, etc. Howard 
Humphreys & Sons, constg. engrs., Victoria 
Station-hse., Victoria-st.. SW1. Dep. £3 3s. 


AUGUST 17. 

Stafford BC.—1,280 lin. yd. of 42 in. to 9 in. 
dia. spun-concrete sewer with concrete man- 
holes, r.c. outfall chamber and overflow weir, 
etc. Boro’ S. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 19. 

Long Ashton RDC.—1,300 yd. of 15 in. and 
9 in. dia. foul water sewers at Long Ashton. S, 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Warwick RDC.—Western area water supply 
—31 miles of 3 in. to 12 in. asbestos-cement 
water mains, 34 miles of 3 in. to 6 in. spun- 
iron water mains, air valves, hydrants, sluice 
valves, meters and copper tube service cor- 
nections. J. D. & BD. M. Watson, MMICE, 
Ccl’s. constg. engrs., 18, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
SW1. Dep. £10 10s. 

AUGUST 20. 

Wincanton RDC.—630 lin. yd. of 4 in. and 
2,100 yd. of 3 in. spun-iron water mains 
between Bratton Seymour and /Yarlington. 
Allen & Webber, Ccl’s. constg. engrs., Half 
Moon-st., Sherborne, Dorset. Dep. £3 3s. 


AUGUST 23. 

Cricklade and Wootten Bassett.—9,000 lin. 
yd. 12 in. dia. spun-iron bitumen-sheathed, 
pipes, chlorinator house, etc. A. H. S. Waters 
& Ptnrs., engrs., 25, Temple-row, Birmingham 
2. Dep. £5 5s. 


AUGUST 26. 

East Kesteven RDC.—Nine miles of 8 in. 
and 4 in. spun-iron water mains, etc. Howard 
Humphreys & Sons, constg. engrs., Victoria 
Station-hse., Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 


AUGUST 28. 

Taunton BC.—3,375 yd. of 18 in. dia. and 
12,625 yd. of 15 in. dia. spun-iron water main 
with bolted gland joints, etc., Langley Marsh 
to Fetton Park. Rofe & Rafferty, engrs., 3, 
Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 2. 
Chesterfield BC.—3,400 lin. yd. of 33 in. to 
1 in. dia. concrete pipe sewers, 720 yd. in 
heading or tunnel, 1,00@ lin. yd. of 12 in. to 
18 in. dia. glazed ware and concrete pipe 
sewers, 60 manholes, etc., including a number 
of railway and river crossings. J. D. & D. M. 
Watson, Ccl.’s constg. engrs., 18, Queen Anne’s- 


East 
materials. 


CC.—Road 


gate, SW1. Dep. £10 16s. : 
South Cambridgeshire RDC.—Gamlingay 


sewerage and sewage disposal.—2,500 yd. of 
9 in. and 6 in. dia. stoneware sewers, concrete 
manholes, ventilating columns, etc., 900 lin. yd. 
of 6 in. dia. spun-iron pumping main, sewage 
pumping station and sewage purification works. 
Lemon & Blizard, Ccl’s. constg. 
Tufton-st., SW1. Dep. £5 Ss. 
SEPTEMBER 6. 
Daventry RDC.—S00 yd. of 9 in. dia. glazed 
stoneware sewers and alterations to existing 
sewage pumping station and sewage disposal 
works at Weedon. Pick, Everard, Keay & 
Gimson, Ccl’s constg. engrs., 6, Millstone-la., 
Leicester. 


engrs., 59, 
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NO DATE. 

Diversion of A.312 (D’ 
and Great South West- 
Ove! Rivei 


Middiesex CC. 
ring) between Faggs-rd. 
rd., Feltham, including r.c. 
Crane. County E. Dep. £10. 


bridge 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 
Hackney. — DwWELLINGs. The LCC has 
granted TP approval in respect of a proposal to 


a site ‘pei occupied by 


develop temporary 
bungalows) at Valentine-rd. po Poole-rd. by 
17 dwellings. The es E&S and coon ol 
Housing is G. L. Downing, OBE. MIC 


SCHEMES \ beri 29 
flats and maisonettes which form the second 
stage of the housing scheme at Park View, 
Collins-rd., will be constructed as socn as it is 


Islington.— HOUSING 


possible to develop the Highbury New Park 
frontage of the site—The bringing forward ot 
the following sites for redevelopment has 


Fieldway-cres. 
Rickthorne-rd. : 


reached an 
Melgund-rd. : 


advanced stage: 
Kingsdown-rd. 


Block ‘A’ Naish Court: Whadcoat-st. (Stage 
II): Queen Margarets-gr.; Holly Park estau 
extensions ; Canonbury io ourt extension : 


Carleton-rd. and Highbury Hill. Total capacity 





of the sites is 238 dwellings —Redevelopment 
of the following sites by some 159 dwellings is 
proposed : 29-30, Colebrooke-row ; 17-21, Dray- 
ton-pk.; Mayton-st.; Rotherfield Court (Stage 
111) Hillmarion-rd. : ” Oakley- -cres. and tempor- 
ary sites at Liverpool- -rd.: Thorpedale-rd. and 
Corbyn-st.—Action is being taken for the 


acquisition of the following sites, on ~~ it 18 


hoped to erect 206 dwellings : lands at Kelvin- 
rd.: Newington Green-rd.: B -cer nfo ugh-rd. : 
Colebrooke-row Gerrard-rd. and Hanley-rd. 
Corbyn-st. 

Paddington.—F1iats.—The Housing and TP 


Com. has approved a scheme of 138 flats in twe 
16-storey tower blocks and one four-storey block 
at Braithwaite-pl. and Adpar- st. clearance area, 
estimated to cost £415,625. The Boro’ Architect 
and Director of Housing is W. H. Beesley (A), 
FRICS 

Paddington.—FiLats.—The Housing and TP 
Com. has approved a proposal for the fourth 
stage redevelopment of the Hall Park area bv 
a four-storey block of 10 flats on the frontage 
of Hall-place. The estimated cost of the schem». 
which is to be included as a provisional item 
in the contract for the third stage, is £27,526 
The Boro’ Architect and Director of Housing is 


W. H. Beesley (A), FRICS, and the Com 
commends that E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 7-12. 
Tavistock-sq., WC1l, be appointed as quantity 


surveyors tor the scheme. 

Richmond.—REDEVELOPMENT.—Plans for the 
redevelopment of the whole of the area to the 
east of Queen’s-road from (but not including) 
the ‘Lass of Richmond Hill’ public house to 
Pesthouse Common have been received by the 
BC. The consultant architect for the scheme. 
which envisages 16- and 20-storey blocks o 
flats and other dwellings estimated to cost £2! 
million, is Graham Dawbarn, CBE (F), of 
Norman & Dawbarn, Portland-pl., WI 
Application for planning consent has not vet 
been made and the Council has indicated that 
the matter will be under consideration for 
several months, during which time consulta- 
tions are to be held with the Regional Hospital 
Board on the subject of extensions to Grove- 
rd. hospital. 

St. Marylebone.—OrFices.—Plans are in hand 
for a 16-storey block of offices with underground 
garage to be built on an island site facing the 
Town Hall, Marylebone-rd.. NWI, for the 
Hammerson Group of Companies. The Archi- 
tects are Gollins, Melvin, Ward & Ptnrs 
(A/F/A), 15, Manchester-sq., W1, in associa- 
tion with Sir Hugh Casson and Neville Conder. 


Southwark.—WaREHOUSES AND OFFICES.— 
The MBC offers no objection to a proposal for 
the erection of a nart four-storey and nart two- 
storey warchouse and office building on the 
site of 77-85, Newington Causeway, and 43-47. 
Tiverton-st., for SD Syndicate, Ltd. The archi- 
tects are Ramsey, Murray, White & Ward (F F). 
32, Wigmore-st., W1. 

Southwark.—PuB_ ic House.—William — In- 
gram, Son & Archer (A), 4, Verulam- bldgs.. 
Gray’s Inn, WC1, are the architects for the re- 
construction after war damage of the ‘ Three 
Jolly Gardeners’ public house, 103, Union-st.. 
for Truman, Hanbury, Buxton & Co.. Ltd. 


Southwark.—OrFices.—Plans for a five-storey 
office building, with basement on the site of 
Southwark-st., for G. Anson & Co., Ltd., 
have been submitted tor approval by 9 ac 
tects, Barnes, Challen & Cross (L/I 46, 

Gloucester-place, WI. 

Stoke Newington.—FiLats.—The Housing 
Com. has approved a revised scheme for the re- 
development of the Yoakley-rd. housing site by 


66 flats in a three- and a nine-storey block, esti- 
mated to cost £140,680. The archiiects are 
Howes & Jackman (F/F), 1. Verulam-bldys., 


Gray’s Inn, WC] 
Westminster. 
Council has no objection 


OFFICES. Westminster 
in principle 


City 


to a pro- 


posal of the Legal and General Assurance 
Society, Ltd., to erect a 3l-storey block of 
— with a conference hall and a section for 

idential use, on the site of 21-41. Millbank 
pe land in the rear, The architects for the 
scheme are Ronald Ward & Pinrs, (F/A), 29. 
Chesham-place, Belgrave-sq.e SWI. The con- 
sulting engineers are R. Travers, Morgan & 


Victoria-street. SW1, 
Franklin & Andrews, 


and the quantity 
172 


3, Queen 


Ptnrs, 11; 
surveyors are 
Victoria-st., 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—H. & J. Quick. Ltd.. 
Chester-rd., Stretford, propose erection of new 
repair, sales, service and petrol station 
between Stewart-st. and Graham-st., Man- 
chester-rd.—Arndale Property Trust.  Lid.. 
proposes redevelopment of site at 209/217, 
Sitamford-st. to form new store and retail shops. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—TC approved layout fo: 
20 flats at Margate-st. site: propose extensions 
to Risedale county sec. sch. 

Bingley.—Bingley, Keighley, 
Settle Hospital Management. Com. proposes 
following priority schemes :—Maternity accom- 
modation at St. John’s hospital: outpatient 
facilities at Victoria hospital: upgrading of 
kitchens and extensions to pharmacy depart- 
ment and nursing and domestic staff dining 
room at Victoria hospital. 

Birmingham.—Stewart & Lloyds, Ltd., to 
build £500,000 block of offices on 2,600 sa. yd. 
site of Corporation land nr. Snow Hill station 
on inner ring road. Building will include shops 
and at least seven floors of offices and is to be 
finished by 1960. 

Blackburn.—EC proposes 
high school for girls 
programme.—Governors of 


car 


Skipton and 


of new 
1958/9 
Elizabeth 


erection 


at Witton Park in 
Queen 
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further 


gramma! sch, propose | extensions 
including dining hall, kitchens. new library 
assembly hall, engineering shop and_ playino 
fields, £150,000 est. " 

Blackburn.—RDC approved de clopment of 
site at Cherry Tree by new warchouses fo 
S-P Dp... Eta, 

Blyth.—TC to erect old perscns’ bungalows 
and flats at New Delaval. Cel. also plans 4 
houses at Seaton Sluice. Boro” E: D. W. Foster 
Munic “ipal- bldgs., Blyth.—National Coal Board 
(No. 2 Area), Cramlington, to spend £589) 


improving 180 colliery houses at Isabella Co! 
Cheadie, Ches.—Trustees of R. H. Rostrom 
propose erection of 88 houses at Ramillies-a 


ave 


Cheadle Hulme. Inquiry held. 
Darlington.—Duraium Castings Co., Long. 
field-rd., par to transfer their factory to Me. 


Mullen-rd. trading estate. 

Dawley.—MH&LG approved 
build 200 houses as pilot scheme 
ham overspill. 

Dudley.—TC approved sketch 
storey maisonettes and 8-storey flats in § 
Giles-st. area; approved layout for 29 dwellings 
at Oak-st.: to seek Ministry approval for pro. 
posed Dudley Wood branch library. 
Ministry approval for inclusion of 
Farm CP in 1958 programme. 

Gateshead.—Plans approved for 14 houses a 
Cherrytree-gdns. A: Fennell & Baddiley (L 
A/A), Bridge End-chbrs. Chester-le-Street. 

Hartlepool.—British Transport Commission 
to carry out improvements to Hartlepool Har- 
bour to allow handling of larger ships. Deep- 
water berth to be built. 

Llandudno.—UDC approved plans for new 
bank at junction of Glan-y-Mor-rd, and Llan- 
dudno-rd. for National Provincial Bank, Lid 

Loughborough. MH&LG allowed appeal o 
ey Ng 9 Commercial Properties, Ltd 
against CC’s refusal to allow building of 33 
houses and new road at junction of Ashby-rd 
and Garendon-rd. 

Manchester.—TC proposes erection of new 
fire station adjoining 1060, Rochdale-rd 
Blackley. Proposes 32 aged persons’ dwellings 
and four houses at Camden-ave., Debenham: 
ave., Fenchurch-ave, and Finsbury-ave, 
Newton Heath: maisonettes at Queens-rd 


proposal to 
for Birming. 


plans for 4. 


Received 
Old Park 


sch. 


and Thornton-st., CoHyhurst; 91 houses, 8 
four-storey maisonettes and 18 | three-store 
single women’s dwellings at City-rd., Lord-st 


and Tatton-st.. Hulme: 12 houses at Whitbum- 
ave., Hadley-ave. and Omer-ave., Longsight- 
Simons (Manchester), Ltd.. 89/91, Gre 
Ancoats-st., propose erection of  two-store 
warehouse, showroom and_ offices on sit 
—— by Adair-st., Norton-st. and Wash: 
Ancoats.—Wilsons Brewery, Co., Ltd. pro- 
nc erection of new public house at Pound: 
wick-la, and Greenwood-rd. East, Wythenshawe 
Manchester. 
Matlock.—Work 
next year on — of 
(Rev. T. V. Rose-Price), 
he en = Newcastle Hospital Board. 
Benfield-rd.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, to — spend 
£60,000 modernising and extending annexe 3 
Middlesbrough Maternity —"; Work wi 
be done in sli anges. Ed’s.Ch.A: H. Knighton 
MBE (A).—Elsworth Sykes & So (L), Rus 
kin-chbrs., Scale-la., Hull, are A for propcs 
rebuilding of premises at Albert-rd. for Led 
Building Society. 
Middlesbrough. — Working — drawings _beitt 
prepared by Boro’ E., J. A. Kenyon, for p! 
nosed children’s home at Thorntree, and matt 
nity and child welfare centre at Park End- 
Turner & Townsend, Linthorpe-rd., Middl 
brough, have »een appointed QS, and Powe 
Duffryn Technical Services Ltd., Proctor-hs 
The Side, Newcastle-on-Tyne, heating and elt 
trical consultants for proposed new works dep 
for the TC. Plans by Boro’ E. 
Morecambe.—TC proposes 24 aged person 
bungalows, warden’s bungalow and communi! 
centre nr. Lowlands-rd. 
Morpeth.—RDC approved plans for alter 3 
tions and additions to Howard Castle and ! 


is scheduled to commence: 
All Saints Church 
£12.000 est. 


h, 


Manse, Dacre-st., Morpeth, to provide new 
offices. £25,000 est. S: J. R. Miles. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Ccl., in es 


are considering t- 


tion with Durham CC, 
Scotswood Sl 


scheme for reconstruction of 
pension bridge over River Tyne 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Housing Com. | , 
had plans prepared for 18 flats and houses 
Church-st. City A 


P 
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stle-on-Tyne.—Messrs. C. S. Erring- 
oNLiA) 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle, are A 
for proposed alterations and additions to the 
Northern School for Deaf, Great North-rd.— 
Cussins (Contractors), Ltd., Gosforth, to erect 
eight bungalows and eight houses at Kenton 
Park estate.—R. Burke (L), Lambton-hse., 
Lambton-rd., Newcastle, is preparing plans for 
RC church and presbytery at Hillsview-ave. for 
§t. Cuthbert’s RC church. 

North Riding—EC have had __ following 
ghools approved for next main bujlding pro- 
oramme: Catterick Camp, £42,350; Richmond 
grammar sch., extensions, £66,000; Northaller- 
ton grammar sch. extensions, £37,000; Scar- 
porough high sch. for girls extensions, £22,700 ; 


Stokesley _ grammar sch., final instalment, 
756,500; Eston grammar sch. final instalment, 
£101,200. 


North Riding.—Six school building and 
extension schemes costing £325,000 have been 
approved for 1958-59 building programme, 
including prim. sch, at Catterick; additions to 
Richmond grammar sch.; additions to North- 


alierton grammar sch.; additions to Scar- 
borough girls’ high sch.; | new Stokesley 
srammar mod. sch. (final instalment); and 


Fston grammar tech. sch, (final instalment). 

Rugby.—TC approved plans for RC church, 
parish hall and presbytery at junction of Alwyn- 
rd. and Lime Tree-ave., for Rev. D. Hogan. 

Sheffield.—Regional Hospital Board proposes 
erection of two-storey corridor connection 
hetween infirmary blocks at Manor Hospital, 
Derby. Proposes following in_ 1957/8 pro- 
gramme :—Conversion of Block G at Ridgeway 
hospital, Belper, as accommodation for mental 
patients; adaptation of Home 5 as psychiatric 
clinic at Scartho-rd.. Derby; construction of 
bed lift and connecting corridor at Newark, 
Hawtonville. 

Shifnal.—RDC proposes erection of six bun- 
galows at Cross-rd, estate, Albrighton. 

Shrewsbury.—New bank premises at Castie- 
st./St. Mary’s-st. junction for Barclays’ Bank, 
Ltd. *Jenks Builders, Ltd., Shrewsbury. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—UDC to build 
houses at Lintz by direct labour and at Good- 
st, Stanley, by contract. S: J. R. Heslop. 

Stockport.—EC proposes erection of new 
dining room and kitchen at Fylde Lodge high 
sch., Heaton Mersey. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Layout plans approved 
for 31 houses nr. Hartburn by-pass for R. B. 
Bainbridge, builder, Prudential-bldgs., High-st., 
Stockton. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—EC approved sketch plans 
by Boro’ A: T. C. Hartley (A), 28, The Square, 
tockton, for proposed Fairfield sec. mod. sch. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Casualty unit to be built 
at Stockton and Thornaby Hosp., by Newcastle 
Regional Hosp. Board, Benfield-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. Board’s Ch. A: P. H. Knighton, 
MBE, (A). 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Marks & Spencer, Ltd. 
to extend their stores at High-st. A: Norman 
Jones & Rigby (F/A), Lord-st., Southport. 

Stokesley—RDC approved’ plans for 12 
houses for J. F. Marley, York-rd., Nunthorpe. 

Stretford.—TC proposes erection of 30 flats 
at Stretford-rd., Henry-st. and Stanley-rd. Pro- 
poses expenditure of £22,000 for further instal- 
ment of Highways Depot. 

Sunderland.—Plans for new fitting-out quay 
550 ft. in length at Southwick branch of Austin 
& Pickersgill, Ltd., shipbuilders, approved by 
River Wear Commissioners, as part of moderni- 
sation scheme est. to cost more than £1m. 

Sunderland.—Bomb-destroyed  ‘ Continental 
Hotel,’ St. Thomas-st., Sunderland, owned by 
Vaux & Associated Breweries, is to be rebuilt. 
Premises will be three storeys high. A: E. M. 
awson (A), Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Tynemouth.—Boro’ EC to build three class- 
tooms to Monkhouse prim. sch., Cullercoats. 
Tynemouth—HC to demolish properties at 
Washington-terr., North Shields, and erect 
three-storey blocks of flats. Boro’ S. 
Tynemouth.—HC approved revised plans for 
4 two-storey block of flatlets for aged people 
at Stanton-rd., and approval of Ministry is be- 
ng sought. Boro’ E: D. M. O’Herlihy, 16, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields. 
Tynemouth.—At suggestion of MoH, Welfare 
om. 1s amending its scheme for old people’s 
— to accommodate 66 men and women, at 
Teston Park, North Shields. Plans by Boro’ E 


Tynemouth.—_MH&LG has upheld appeal by 
C. Dunleavy, builder, Cullercoats, against TC’s 
refusal to allow erection of bungalows on 
Kennersdene Park estate. 

Tynemouth.—Boro’ E, D. M. O’Herlihy, 16, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields, to prepare 
plans for branch library in Coast Road area of 
North Shields. 

Wallsend. — Richardsons Westgarth Group, 
marine engineers, to raise £3 million additional 
capital for further works extensions. 

Walsall.—TC proposes 4 three-storey blocks 
of flats and maisonettes at Dudley Fields site. 

Warrington.—RDC approved plans _ for 
apprentices’ sch., recreation hall and playing 
fields off Thornton-rd., Great Sankey, for 
Electro-Hydraulics, Ltd.—F. Jones, Cross 
Farm, Station-rd., Fearnhead, proposes erection 
of houses on 184 acre site off Fearnhead-la. 
Inquiry held. 

Warrington.—TC approved plans submitted 
by Milton Hindle, Ltd., Preston, for 118 semi- 
detached houses, seven terraced houses and four 
bungalows on land off Chester-rd. 

West Hartlepool.—C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers- 
st., West Hartlepool, to erect 42 houses at 
Teesbrooke-ave. and Catcote-rd. 

West Riding.—CC proposes construction of 
kitchen and dining accommodation at following 
schools:—Skelmanthorpe _ sec.; Woodlands 
prim., Harrogate; St. James’ C of E, Wetherby; 
Junction Road, Stainforth; Roman Terrace, 
Mexborough; and Western jun. mixed, Harro- 
gate, £64,587 est. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
¢ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 
Birmingham.—Dwellings for TC:—108 at 
Hawkesley Moai Farm site. *Wates, Ltd., 


London: 28 at Windermere-rd., Moseley and 
10 at Long-st. and Larches-st. *Direct labour. 
Blackburn.—64 dwellings at Lincoln-st., 6 
three-storey flats at Shadsworth estate, one 
block of 4 one-bedroomed flats at Winmarleigh- 
st., 48 dwellings at Livingstone-rd. Direct 
labour. £64,042, £9,344, £3,931 and £59,426. 

Chester.—36 two-bedroomed flats, 16 one- 
bedroomed bungalows, 29 two-bedroomed 
four-person houses, 29 three-bedroomed four- 
person houses, 36 three-bedroomed five-person 
houses, 14 three-bedroomed six-person houses 
and 4 four-bedroomed seven-person houses at 
Newton Hall estate. {T. Warrington & Sons, 
Ltd. £203,850. 

Clutton, Som.—22 houses and 10 bungalows 
at High Littleton for RDC. *A. Evans, High 
Littleton, £45,500. 

Croydon.—19 three-bedroom houses, 97 two- 
bedroom maisonettes, 10 one-bedroom ground- 
floor flats and 10 garages at Longheath housing 
estate for BC. Boro’ E&S: A. F. Holt, AMICE. 








Builders’ t Q y. 
ima 
¢ 4 C ‘ i" prepared 


Builders whose estimating depart- 
ments are overloaded turn for assis- 
tance to B.E.S. in taking off quantities, 
pricing, site measuring, comptometer 
work, etc. 


B.E.S., founded in 1921, has a large 
full-time staff and is regularly used by 
many well-known contractors. Urgent 
work welcomed; ring SHE 7975. 
Descriptive brochure on application. 


BUILDERS’ ESTIMATING SERVICE LTD 


2, WESTMINSTER BANK CHAMBERS, 
SHEPHERDS BUSH, W.12 Phone SHE. 7975 
and at Worcester and Birmingham. 
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*Carlton Contractors, Ltd., Epsom. £218,546 
{subject to MH&LG approval). 

Dukinfield.—16 flats at Birch-la. site for TC. 
*Maddocks, Bollington. £14,417. 

Felling, Co. Durham.—Structural steelwork 
for proposed Felling Heworth mod. sch. for 
Durham CC. County A: G. R. Clayton (F), 
South-st., Durham. *North of England Engi- 
neering and Electrical Co., Ltd., Ferryhill, Co. 
Durham. £19,725. 

Greenwich.—16 houses and 30 flats on Sun- 
field housing site for MBC. *Gee, Walker & 
Slater, Ltd., 100, Park-la., W1. £87,991. 


Hackney.—Four 5-storey blocks of maison- 
ettes and flats, terrace houses (100 dwellings) 
15 garages and eight shops at Paragon-rd. site 
for MBC. Boro’ E&S: G. L. A. Downing, 
OBE, MICE. {Direct labour £268,481 (subject 
to approval of M.H.&L.G.). 


_ _Hackney.—S1 flats in 9-storey block (with 
lift), 48 maisonettes in 4-storey blocks and 8 
lock-up garages at Upper Clapton-rd. 
(‘ Crooked Billet’) site for MBC. Boro’ E&sS. 
Direct labour. £254,500. 

_ Hammersmith.—Six flats on Du Cane-rd. 
site for MBC. 


H. Fairweather & Co., Ltd. £15,845 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd. 15,460 
A. J. Harrold & Co., Ltd. 14,240 
Roger Miller & Co., Ltd. 12,616 
*Direct labour ; 11,362 


Islington.—187 dwellings at Douglas, Mar- 
quess and Clephane-roads for MBC. A: 
Messrs. E. C. P. Monson (A/A), 120, Moorgate, 


EC2. QS: Messrs Oswald E. Parratt, FRICS. 
on Bros., Ltd. £384,846 (negotiated 
tender). 


Leeds.—Erection of dwellings for TC:—64 
at Seacroft and Intake-la. estates, *Direct 
labour: 84 at Butcher Hill Area Ne. 1 estate. 
*West_& Sons (Leeds), Ltd., 15a, Wesley-rd: 
22 at Tinshill Area 2 and Ireland Wood estates. 
*West & Sons (Leeds), Ltd. 


Leicester——Grammar school for 680 girls at 
New Parks estate for City C. City A. *A. A. 
Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., 2, Everest-la., 
Town Centre, Corby, Northants. 


Lewisham.—20 flats and 14 houses at Perry 
Vale, Chaplin-st. and Hindsley-pl. for MBC, 


Boro’ A: M. H. Forward (F). QS: Messrs. 
Oswald E. Parratt, FRICS. 

M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. £96,912 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. ws ae 94,448 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd. 93,920 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. ai 93,796 
H. C. Richardson & Co., Ltd. 93,121 
Mullen & Lumsden, Ltd. .. 91,919 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 89,524 
Gee Walker & Slater, Ltd. ea 89,431 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. 89,224 
S. G. & A. Agombar oe : 88,342 
tAllen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd. 87,827 


A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. (withdrawn) 


Liverpool.—Erection of Bankfield sec. mod. 
boys’ sch. for City C. *Rimmer Bros. (Liver- 
poal), (Ltd., Cheadle-ave., Old Swan, Liverpool. 
£150,680. 

§London (Air Ministry)—New works con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
July 19:— 

Building work: Heywood, Lancs., James 
Berry, Ltd., Chapel-st., Heywood Lancs; Black- 
busne, Hants., William Harbrow, Ltd., 214, 
Rotherhithe New-rd., SE16. Civil Engineering: 
Odiham, Hants., Fitzpatrick & Son (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., 455, Old Ford-rd., E.3. — Artificers 
work: West Drayton, Middx., W. H. Streeter, 
Ltd., Tudor-rd. Works, Hampton Middx. ; 
Shaftesbury, Dorset, Willcocks & Stephens, Ltd., 
Lower Polsham-rd., Paignton, Devon. Prep. 
and main, of land: Tangmere, Sussex, Thorney 
Island, Hants.; Honnington, Suffolk; Scul- 
thorpe, Norfolk, etc. (2 contracts), Surface 
Maintenance Services, Ltd., Durham-hse., 
124 Old Christchurch-rd., Bournemouth, Hants. ; 
Lakenheath, Suffold, Jack Branch, Winfold-rd., 
Waterbeach, Cambs. Painting work: Water- 
beach, Cambs., T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd., 28, 
Belgrave-rd., Leicester. 

GLondon (Metropolitan Police). — Result of 
tenders: External painting and minor repairs, 
The Towers, Dartmouth, Park Hill, H. Meck- 
honik, Ltd., £639. External painting and part 
internal redecorations, 76-78, Highbury New 
Park, N.5, Geo. Butters & Sons, £624. External 
painting and repairs, Morton Way, N.14, Burn- 
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ham & Bainbridge, Ltd., £963. External painting External painting, etc., 1-12 Windsor-hse., Chats- Somerset: Waterproofing, Bitumen Associat 
>., Hayes > Police station, Venn Bros., £636.  worth-rd., Willesden, Druce & Co. (Decora- (Egham), Ltd., Egham. Co. Tyrone: Painting 
—— orem ————_ tions), Ltd., £789. and decorating, James Garvey & Co., Ltd., Bek 
(London (MoW).—Contracts placed for fast. Wiltshire: Roadwork, Const able Hart & 
week ended July 13: Co., Ltd., Cosham; roi adwork, Roads Recon. 
Aberdeenshire: Ministry of Labour and - struction (1934), Lid., eg ot “rages, Wool 
National Service, Windmill-st., St. Peter’s-st., “ way Constructions, Ltd., Taunton, “Yorkshire: 
Peterhead, erection of office building, S. B. Heating, J. H. Shouksmith & Sons, Ltd, » York, 
Russell & Sons, Ltd., 10, Affleck-st., Aberdeen. Newcastle-on-Tyne.—School hall at Welbe \. 
Devonshire: Royal Naval Engineering Col- rq sch. *J. Graham, Forest Hall, New hy 
: case ewcastle, 
lege, Manadon, nr. Plymouth, erection of 19 
garages for officers’ houses at Admiralty housing 
site, Dudley Coles, Ltd., Bath-st., Plymouth. : ; 
Dorset: Home Office Training College, Chant- MBC. Boro’ A: W. H. Beesley (A), FRICS, 
B ILDE E THE marle, nr. Cattistock, overhaul and repair r. R. Roberts pale Lid. 2. Devonshire. 
U RS O beamed ceiling of general office, A. H. Angell, "4., Forest Hill, SE23. £56,759. 


Princes-st., Dorchester: London: Victoria Tele- Sheffield.—New factory and offices at t Hands. 


NORTHERN COUNTIES phone Exchange, Greencoai-pl., SWI, internal Worth-la. for Moore & Wright (Shetfield), Lid, 
decorations, South London Decorators. Ltd.,  !falgar-st. 1h oo = Co. (Sheffield), 
9, Streatham High-rd.. SW16: Queen Anne’s- Lid., 847, Eccleshall-r¢ hethield. 


; chen SWI, external painting, Sykes & Son, Somerset.—Second phase of Wellington sec 
AREA id., % . Essex- a Str: ind. WC? : | te dor balan thay mod. sch. and second phase of West Monkton 


( Vee ee) ’ sec. mod. sch. for EC. *S. W. Foster, Ltd, 
“ong Victoria-st., EC4, external decorations, Radstock. £115,731 and £78,445. 


F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Frognal, Hampstead, 


THIS interests YOU NW3: Royal Courts of Justice, Strand, WC?, I —s — 25, dwellings at Falcon 
reinstatement following war damage to —— ogge estate Tor utler Bros. (Birming. 


Th 610 and 612 and adjoining lavatories, T. ham), Ltd. 150, Sutton-rd., Birmingham, 
e Waterman, Ltd., 187-189. Whitechapel-rd.. E 1. Warrington.— Extensions to —_ at Bewsey. 
Surrey: London-rd., Redhill, erection of crown rd., for N. Greening & Sons, Ltd. *Walter 


building, G. T. Crouch, Ltd., Sutherland-hse., Peak, Church-st., Warrington. 
Surbiton-cres., Kingston-on-Thames. Warwic ke West Hartlepool—New  Owton ret 
shire: Head Post Office, Victoria-sq.. Birming- County jun. sch. for EC. Boro’ A: G. 


ham, external painting and cleaning, J. H. Gay, Sinclair (A). Municipal-bldgs. West Hartiepod 


Ltd., S68b, Moseley-rd.. Birmingham, 12. *T. M. Stonehouse, Ltd.. Osborne-rd., West 
Yorkshire: Royal Ordnance Factory, Steeton, Hartlepool. £45,000 (negotiated price), 
refelting roofs, Midland Macadam & Construc- 9 —________________ 


tion Co., 36/42, Stafford-st., Leicester. 


London (War Dept.).— Works contracts 
placed for week ended July 12: Devon: Mis- e) 
cellaneous, F. Pollard, Honiton. Dorset: Road- ral the cost 


work, Constable Hart & Co., Ltd.. Cosham. 








Paddington.—20 four-room flats in five. 
storey block at Westbourne Park Villas fo, 


Essex: Building, Joseph Moss & Son. Ltd.. 
has branches at Colchester. Hampshire: Roofing, Stirling & using 


———— = Po Johnson. London. Ken: Building. G. Lewis & ps4 40). Ds ACHESON 
" * ing, Pure Asphalt Co. (Bolton), Ltd., Bolton. meoy-¥o):12:" RI N G mele 43 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE * TYNEMOUTH for. inner ‘heat of cavity walle 


This organisation offers unrivalled and BROAD & CO, LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 
expert services, including an advantageous 
Insurance Scheme. 


INCLUSIVE SUBSCRIPTION £6.6.0 per annum 


which includes free monthly issues of the 
FEDERATION JOURNAL. 











ALL ALLIED TRADES WELCOMED 


THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS | 
26 GT. ORMOND STREET, HOLBORN, W.C.1 

| Tel.: CHAncery 7583 | 

| Please send particulars of the advantages of | HARDWOOD 

| membership to: | STRIP 
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9a HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON - ESSEX “ccs” 
KINDLY CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 


POINT PLEASANT -WANDSWORTH -S-‘W-18 
TELEPHONE: VANdyke 6555/8 
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Station Works, . Registered Office Works 
KinG JAMES STREET, SE/ a 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 

and Dorie Roan, | | f ECL KEN1 
South Norwoop, s.£.25, MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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